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President Seeks Rise to 13,000 Volunteers

The President witl ask Congress this
vear to appropriate sufficient funds to
enable the Peace Corps to reach a total
strength of 13.000 Volunteers by August,
1964. This represents an increase of 4000
Volunteers over the contemplated enroll-
ment in August, 1963,

Of the additional Volunteers, 3000
have been requested for Latin America.
The other 1000 will be assigned to Africa.

A 13,000-man Peace Corps will cost
$108 million for the fiscal year 1963-64.

Both the President and the Secretary
of State have recommended that Congress
be asked to authorize increased Peace
Corps activity in Latin America and
Africa, especially in Latin America,

A GIFT
OF TOIL

Virgin lslonds Gov. Ralph Paiewonsky
speaks at the dedication of Nisky Ele-
menlary School, one of two schools
buili b oy tha Peate \.arrzs for the penp:e
of the Virgin Islands. The two schools
were erected os part of the training of
Peace Corpsman bound for o school-
building program in Africa’s Gabaon
Republic. Funds for the buildings were
put up by the Virgin Islands. Director
Sargent Shriver, on a tour of Carib-
hean projects, was on hand (seated,
second from right) for the dedication.
Far more on his tour, see puge 4.

where the Peace Corps has become an
indispensable support to the Alliance for
Progress.

The request is made in the conviction
that with two years of experience the
Peace Corps is readily able to assign
13,000 Volunteers te significant duties
overseas. Applications from prospective
Volunteers are coming in at three times
last year's rate.

Experience also shows that the Peace
Corps can economically meet the special
request to double its size in Latin Amer-
ica—from 3000 to 6000—and add an-
other 1000 in Africa, while continuing
its current programs and those already
planned.

Programs for the Far East and for the
Near East and South Asia will continue
as previously planned.

These plans conlemplate a total
strength of 1750 Volunteers in the Far
East by September, 1963. About 1200
Volunteers are in this region now.

The Near East and South Asia, where
about 550 Volunteers are now at work,
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September of this vear.

Last year, Congress authorized the
appropriation of $63,750,000, an amount
which the Peace Corps estimated would
enable it to enroll 10,000 Volunteers by
the end of August, 1963. On the basis
of the $59 million appropriation that was
finally voted, the agency projected an

enrollment of 9000 by that time.

Peace Corps planning and budgeting
are based upon a “program year” running
from September through the following
August,

On Aug. 31, 1961, 484 Volunteers were
in truining for or in service in eight
countries. On Aug. 31, 1962, 3578 Vol-
unteers were in training for or working
in 38 countries.

Peace Corps Volunteers engage in
activities at the request of the host coun-
tries. Their placement is jointly planned
by officiais of ihe couniry and Peace
Corps staff.

To the maximum extent possible, rela-
tively large numbers of Volunteers—a(
or more—of similar or complementary
skills are involved in any one country
program.

Career Opportunities

The past three issues of THE PEACE
Corps VOLUNTEER carried announce-
of opportunitics for

rFtllrnmn

ments

Voiunteers, There is ne announcement
in this issue, but information concerning
additional educution and career oppor-
tunitiecs will be sent to Volunteers in

memoranda and will appear in sub-
sequent issues of THE VOLUNTEER. For
further information, write to Padraic

Kennedy, Division of Volunteer Support,
Peace Corps, Washington 25, [, C.




Volunteers Help to Bolster Training Programs

Efforts are under way to strengthen
training programs for future Volunteers
by feeding back to universities and other
institutions conducting training every
relevant piece of information sent in by
Volunieers serving abroad.

So reports Joseph Kauffman, chief of
the Peace Corps Division of Training.
“Volunieers can be of immeasurable as-
sistance to trainees and to the Peace
Corps if they put in writing specific sug-
gestions about how training could be
improved or altered for future Volun-
teers headed for their host country,” he
said. ‘

His division is intcrested in Volunteers'
reaciion to t(raining they received in
languages, area studies, and job prepara-
tion. Kauffman said.

“But we also want to know anything
else that conceivably could improve
training: How do the Volunteers live?
What specifically do they do in their jobs?
What kind of schools do they teach in?
What kinds of books and other teaching
aids do they have? How many hours a
week do they work?”

Volunteers are supplying some infor-
mation of this sort in reports for or
letters to the Peace Corps, and in articles
for THE VOLUNTEER or other publica-
tions, but much of it is not specific
enough o be of value in modifying train-
ing programs, Kaufiman said.

For a group now in training at Hilo,
Hawaii, for service in Thailand, reports
from Thatland have modified training in
such matters as teaching-English-as-a-

Volunteer Assists
14 - . f .
In 'Sister-City’ Link

A “sister-city” affiliation between John-
son City, Tenn., and Guaranda, Ecuador,
has launched a new program of co-opera-
tion between Peace Corps Volunteers and
the American Municipal Assn’s Town
Affiliation Program.

In Ecuador, Volunteer Phyllis Purcell
{Newburgh, N.Y.) translated American
Municipal Assn. literature about town
affiliations for Mayor Coloma of Gua-
randa, and she and other Volunicers of-
fered their comtinuing assistance in the
program, Sister-city activities envisaged
include exchanges of information between
school systems, parent-teacher groups,
health and other departments by letters
and recordings. Student art and photog-
raphy exhibits, pen-pal letters, and books
and publications will be shared.

How-to-do-it kits of town-affiliation
literature have been sent to Peace Corps
Representatives overseas, and are avail-
able to interested Volunteers.

foreign-language, Thai language instruc-
tion, and cultural attitudes, he said.

Furthermore, these Thaliland-bound
trainees are using plans sent from Thai-
land o build a house like thase they will
have to build for themselves: when they
g0 out inio rural areas as community-
development workers. ;

Kaufiman cites as another good ex-
ample of feedback the relationship of
Northern Illinois University with the
Volunteers in Malaya, all of whom

trained at NIU.
A constant flow of information has
helped te make each succeeding one of
the four training programs better than
the previous one, Kauffman said,
“Trainees at NIU receive the Malaya
Volunteers' newsletter, Subsistence, ar-

ticles and photographs, newspapers, mag-
azines, postcards, and c¢ven recipes.
Trainees often write individual Volun-
teers in Malaya for answers to specific
questions.

“For their part, the Malaya Volunteers
know what the NIU training program
is like and try to help improve it,” he
said.

“Morthern Itlinois University has a
kind of natural advantage in continuity
of effort in thus far training all the
Volunteers for one country,” he said,
“but the Division of Training passes on
all similar information it receives to the
appropriate training institution. With it,
there is no reason why every training
program can't be better than the last
one.”

Courtesy of Rill Mauldin
Chicage Sun-Times
Publishers Newspaper Syndicate
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Want to Buy
Monkey, Fawn,
Two Alligators?

Volunteer Andre Colpitts of Tulsa, Ckla., tock
a B.A, in biclogy-philosephy ot Phillips Univer-
sity, Enid, Qkla., and did graduate study in
physiology and zoclogy at the University of
Ilingis, whare he was o teaching assistant. He
is one of nine teacher.trainers among the 33
Volunteers in British Honduras.

By Andre Colpitts

One man has a monkey, another a
fawn still feeding off the bottle. Another
has two small alligators. All interrupt
my ciasses to ask if I want to buy their
catch.

Word is out around the market that
the Peace Corps science tcacher wants
animals; T want them as a beginning for
what I hope will be a complete travelling
Z00.

My rcason for collecting these beasts
is very simple: What student can resist
learning about poikilothermic animals
while leiting a six-foot boa constrictor
slither across his arm? Who can miss
sceing the system of animal classification
if there are alligators, a snake, and an
iguana to comparc? Can any student
fail 10 recognize the complexity of in-
stinctive behavior when observing bees
making their hive or ants their nest?
Won't a student see more clearly the
necessary relation between structure and
function when he has had a chance to
feel the sharp, tearing teeth of a car-
nivorous “tiger cat” (ocelot)?

In short, a student learns and retains
more when he is confronied with a par-
ticular example of the studied principle.

T am finding the animals locally and
training them so that primary and sec-
ondary students will be able 1o handle
them. Teachers will be able to request
the animals for school science classes.
Work sheets will supply information on
carc and feeding, behavior, natural his-
tory, and biology of the animals. Ob-
servations, experiments, and lessons, are
also supplied for the teachers’ benefit.

This animal collection is only one part
of a travelling science laboratory which
I am assembling. In the same way that
the animals will be used for biology-
¢class demonstrations, experiments, and
projects. the lab will help the village
school teacher who may be teaching gen-
eral science for the first time.

In a 44-hour-a-week schedule, T teach
general science to seven primary-teacher
groups totalling about a hundred students.
For most of them it is their first science
course; for many it will also be their
only science course. In one or two hours
a week they cannot learn enough science
to fcel really ceonfident in teaching it to

’

LABORATORY LESSON occupies Volunteer Andre Colpitts of Tulsa, Qkla., who teaches chemistry

and biology at a teacher-training institution

10-to-13-year-old students. A well-
equipped mobile lab can give the teachers
the support and confidence they need.
Why is it important to prepare teachers
to teach science to primary-school chil-
dren? The answer, I think, is this: science
can, better than many subjects, teach
the student to reason, to think in a logical
pattern. Science is a structure of con-
sistency, based on relationships of cause

at Belize, the capital of British Honduras.

and effect.

It is not s0 important that the student
here learn many facls of science: it is
more important that he learn to expand
his concepts and arrive at “new thoughts.”
If he can do this, then when he arrives
in secondary schools, he will be better
able to grasp the chemistry, biology,
physics, and mathematics he is exposed
to thete.

More Than Half of Volunteers Teach;
1400 in Secondary Schools Alone

More than half the Peace Corps Volun-
teers in service or in training are In
education programs. Figures for March
show that 53 per cent (2674) of the
Volunteers are in primary, secondary,
university, physical, adult, vocational, or
other education.

More Volunteers are in secondary edu-
cation (1448) than in any other specific
job.

Following education, the largest num-
ber (1098, or 22 per cent) of the to1al
of 5009 is in rural community develop-
ment. Then come health (393, or about
& per cent), agriculture and urban com-

3

munity devefopment (353 and 332, re-
spectively—both around 7 per cent), and
last, public works (157, or about 3 per
cent).

Of the 1448 secondary-school teachers,
more than two-thirds are in Africa. In
Ethiopia alone, the 278 Volunteers just
about doubled the number of college
graduates teaching in secondary schools.

Latin America, with more than 650
Volunteers in community development,
has the largest number in that field. Near
East/South Asia and Far East have
fewer than 200 each, and Africa has
fewer than 100.



'l| Learned More in 10 Months With Volunteer
Than | Have Learned in 30 Years'—Co-Worker.

“I have learned more in 10 months
working with this Volunteer than I have
learned in 30 years.”

Thus did a Dominican Republic co-
worker explain to Peace Corps director
Sargent Shriver the impact on his life
made by one of the more than 150
VYolunteers now at work there.

The co-worker’s remark was one of
several endorsements that Shriver and
two other Peace Corps officials heard
during an 11-day inspection of training
and work projects on five Caribbean
islands,

The trip brought renewed requests for
more Volunteers from three places where
Volunteers already are at work: the
Dominican Republic, St. Lucia, and Ja-
maica, Typical of the others, the Ja-
maican government asked for 91 more
Volunteers (32 are at work there).

Shriver and his party, travelling by
Jeep and plane into the Dominican Re-

public’s interior, visited chicken, rabbit,
and hog co-operatives as weétl as com-
munity-developmient projects, an English-
teaching program, and school-and house-
construction projects.

On the island of St. Lucia, the Shriver
party visited with all of the 12 Volunteers
(two others were away, on leave). At
Rosean, he saw a school under construc-
tion; at Cicerone, night classes in cur-
rent events; at Castries {the capital) and
at Gros Islet, medical clinics and teaching
projects.

At St. Thomas, in the Vlrgm Islands,
Shriver spoke at the dedication of two
three-room schools erected by prospective
Volunteers training for school-construc-
tion work in Gabon. The schools, con-
structed with funds of the Virgin Islands,
were designed by Marshall Erdman, of
Madison, Wis.

Erdman working as an unpaid con-
sultant Fnr the Peace Corns. had visited
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Afghanistan
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British Hond
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Chile

Colembia
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Peru ...
Philippines
St. Lucia .......
Senegal ...t
Sierra Teone ... . 123
Somalia ... 41
Tanganyika 61
Thailand ... 141
Togo ..o . 45
Tunisia 61
Turkey .oooovoivi 39
Venezwvela ... 87
TRAINING
Afghanistan ... ... 34
Bolivia ... e 2
Brazil ... 53
Colombia ... 94
Gabon ... 2
Ghana ... 26
Guatemala . ... 1
India ... 62
Indonesia 21
Liberia ... 54
Malaya ... ... - 76
N. Borneo/Sarawak ........ foene 48
Pakistan
Panama
Peru ...
Thailand
Tunisia !
TOTAL IN TRAINING L. 8M
TOTAL OVERSEAS .. ..
GRAND TOTAL ...

officials in Gabon, as well as Dr. Albert
Schweitzer, for advice on what materials
(available in Gabon) could best be vsed
to construct the schools.

(The Volunteers, who now have ar-
rived in Gabon, are to build 40 schools
and 120 residences for teachers.)

Shriver also gave the commencement
address for the Gabon-bound Volunteers
at the College of the Virgin Islands, their
training site. He was then presented the
annual award of the Experiment in Inter-
national Living, which cited him as “one
of the nation’s youngest, ablest, most
distinguished public servants.”

Training of the Gabon Voluntecers was
administered by the Experiment, whose
headquarters is at Putney, Vt. In the
1930’s Shriver spent two summers abroad
as a member of the Experiment.

On arriving in Puerte Rico, Shriver,
along with William Craig, Director of
Peace nnprqhnnc there, visited

Cgrpn
training at the Yuqmyu cump Slle for the
health and rural community-development
work in Bolivia and for forestry work
in the Dominican Republic.

At Camps Crozier and Radley, the
main Peace Corps training camps in
Puerto  Rico, Shriver 1taltked with
trainees destined 1o work in co-operatives
in Panama and Colombia, a nutrition
program in Peru, and rural community
development in Pakistan.

In Jamaica, Shriver and his party
visited projects in and around Kingston,
the capital, as well as at Cobbla Youth
Camp, where Volunteers assist in training
jobless boys in vocational skills.

During the 11-day inspection tour,
Shriver talked with almost 400 Volun-
teers and trainees, individually or in
groups, logged almost 5000 miles in the
process.

Peace Corps Drama
Produced 50 Times

A three-act play, The Peace Corps
Girls, by David Rogers, has been pro-
duced more than 30 times stnce its pub-
lication last September, the author re-
ports.

The plot follows a group of Volunteers
through training and then to the Philip-
pines, where Volunteers work in schools
and help in a varicty of community-
development projects.

In commenting on the play, Director
Sargent Shriver said: "It is a delightful
presentation and indicates thorough re-
search on the part of David Rogers.
He has captured the true objectives of the
Peace Corps in an admirable manner and

I feel sure the play will be both enter-

taining and informative.”

 /
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Return Rate Among Volunteers
Remains Proportional, Reports Show

. Peace Corps
@® Researchers

Tell of Findings

Ahout 375 doctors, teachers, public-
health specialists, and social and be-
havioral scientists joined Peace Corps
officials in Washinglion at a meeling in
March to exchange preliminary infor-
mation and research on programming,
selection, training, and Peace Corps over-
seas experience.

The two-day conference was spon-
sorcd by the Peace Corps and the Na-
tional Institutc of Mentat Health. Jerome
Wiesner, assistant to the President for
science and technology, opened the meet-
ing and spoke on sociai-science research
in foreign-assistancc programs.

More than 40 papers were presented
detailing research on many facets of the
Peace Corps. An evaluation of Peace
Corps reference forms and placement
tests revealed that large parts of the tests
ure effective though long. Beginning in
April, the 5% -hour placement tests will
be shortened.

Another report said that Volunteers
stationed in cities tend to face a more

posts. The Volunteer in a rural area has
fcw distractions. There are fewer Volun-
~ teers close by and the Volunteer can sce
more c¢asily the results of his efforts. A
feceling of accomplishment tends Lo come
more easily to rural .Voluntecers than to
those in urban ceniers, the report said.

Other reports included discussions of
training methods for urban community-
development work, and a study of
morale ameng Volunteers abroad.

[A report on Volunteers who have re-

inrned early From
WUTRCG Cany rom

in column 2.]

Film Strip on Medical Work

A film strip showing scenes of Volun-
leers engaged in medical work in several
countries—among them, St. Lucia, Tan-
ganyika, Sierra Leone, Chile—is available
for showing before groups of phyicians,
nurses, laboratory workers, or others with
medical skills to inform them about op-
portunities in the Peace Corps.

The 16-minute strip, with recorded
narration, is available through the Office
of Public Affairs, Washington 25, D.C.,
or through Peace Corps Service Qrgani-
zations in 17 cilies.

y
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Peace Corps Novel to Be Published

Breaking the Bonds: a Novel of the
Peace Corps by Sharon D. Spencer will
be published this spring by Tempo books.
Mrs. Spencer says she wrote the book
for readers from 14 to 18, The plot
deals with teachers in Nigeria.

e In the 17-month period ending
January, 1963, the Peace Corps placed
3800 Volunteers in 41 countries; of this
number, 116 in {3 couniries returned
home for all reasons,

¢ The number of returns in these
months has increased only in proportion
to the increased number of Volunteers in
the field.

These and other findings conmected
with Volunteers returning before the
completion of their two-year scrvice
were reported by two Peace Corps psychi-
atric consultants at the behavioral sci-
ences conference held in Washington, in
March.

They are Dr, Captane Thomson, on
leave as senior resident in psychiatry at
Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston,
and Dr. Joseph English, chief psychiatric
consultant for the Peace Corps.

In discussing the paper, Dr. English
emphasized that the findings were pre-
liminary and only indicated lines of
reasoning that may be confirmed by later
studies.

In the 17-month period, there were
four deaths [there have been two addi-
tional deaths since the period covered in
the report], and 21 Volunteers returned
home for compassionate reasons—family
or personal problems beyond their con-
trol. Twenty returned home for medical
reasons. ‘

Seventy-one Voluniéers returncd home
because of indicaled problems of ad-

were divided among problems of moti-
vation {[9), of personal adjustment (31,
of job dissatisfaction (8), and of mar-
riage {i3)}—the iaiier referring to per-
sons whose marriage overseas conflicted
with the demands of Peace Corps service.

No significant trends regarding sex or
age can be determined among returned
Volonteers, Drs. English and Thomson
said.

The age peak of those returning occurs
between 21 and 25, as it does in the
Peace Corps at large. The only excep-
tional finding is a relatively high number
of terminations among women Veolun-

Another finding shows that the rate of
return among married Volunteers has
been more than 50 per cent higher than
it has been among single Volunteers.

This study, together with others. has
shown that the most difficult periods for
Volunteers overseas tend to be the firsL
moenth and then the third, fourth, and
fifth months, the doctors said.

Although many terminations based on
“difficulties in adjustment” come in the
first month, the peak of terminations for
ail reasons tends to occur during the
fourth month.

For reasons that are unclear, the
doclors said, terminations in Latin
America have been about 50 per cent
higher than those in Africa or the Far
East. In Near East/South Asia, there
have been 50 per cent fewer terminations
than in Africa or the Far East.

justment. Classifications of this group

-,

OLYMPIC HO

PEFUL tokes a hurdle in Thailand's National Stadium under the critical eye of

. Y

Volunteer Tex Lee Boggs of Pulaski, Va. Tex, who tecches at the College of Physical Education
in Bangkok, is coaching men ond women for track competition in Olympics and in Asian games,

=
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BUNDLED UP AGAINST chill,

9 Volunteers learn,

teach in ancient land

Afghanistan

The nine Volunteers in Afghanistan—five teach-
ers, thrae nurses, and one mechanic—have had
a hard time maointaining their identity among
the several hundred other Americans in the
capital city of Kabul. Voluateer lanet Mueller
of Kearney, Neb., who teaches English, reports
that Volunteers do receive a kind of left-handed
notice because they ride bicycles instead of rid-
ing in cars, but this practice brings abaut only
a perplexed observation that Volunteers are
“thase people who ride bicycles.” Here, how.
ever, Janot describes one Volunteer .venture

inta o new field: a folk-song concert for board.

ing students at her schoal.

“We embarked on this project with
mixed emolions. - We wanted to give
the students an evening’s entertainment,
but were fairly sure that the evening
would be a failure. The gulf between
Afghan music and Western music—es-
pecially in folk music—is -wide, ‘and be-
sides, few of the students kKrow any sort
of music.

“Nevertheless, on the night of the con-
cert, several hundred men filled .the

English class ot Ibnicenna School in! Kabul listens 1o Volunteer Rosalind Pearso

school recreation room. Dave Fleish-
hacker of San I-rancnscm (another
. teacher) and T perched with our guitars
an the only available plutform the Ping-
pong table. i

“An Afghan acquaintance of ours in-
troduced our program in Fajsi. From
the respomse of the audiencé, 1 would
suspect that his 10-minute eulogy on the
Peuce Corps could match ane 'of Sargent
Shriver’s for enthusiasm andi emotional
appeal. ‘

“I don’t know what did it,; the intro-
duction or the novelty of oul music, but
the Afghans seemed thoroughly to en-
.joy the songs, They laughed at our less-
than-perfect Farsi introductions, finding
our explanation$ of the stories related in
the songs very droll (perhaps they gained

- sdmething in translation). :

“After a few songs, we had requests
from students familiar with a.few songs
in English. Although momentarily taken

_aback, we managed to fll réquests for

é
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UNDEGR THE HOOD uf car they are servicing are Peace Corps mechanic Frank Brechin
(right} of Grand Raplds, Mich., and Afghan colleague at Zendabanon (motor centar),

Twinkle, Twinkle, Litile Star and Row,
Row, Row Your Boar with our customary
virtuosity.

“The real success of the evening
though, came from our inducing the
audience to participate in several songs.
Goodnight, Irene was the big hit.

“The audience soon discovered that in
tough songs like Three Blind Mice they
could clap where they couldn’t sing. At
one point, & man jumped wp and said,
‘I want 1o sing,” and proceeded to make
up and sing two songs with preat en-
thusiasm and some talent.

“Our finale was met with much ap-
plause and hand-shaking. Qur own stu-
dents of English had gained a new con-
ception of us, and many of the other stu-
dents who would be going home to the
provinces after the winter session would
take with them some idca of the Peace
Corps. We hope’ we will have more op-
portunities like that.”




RELAXING ON CHARPOY (Afghan bed), Volunteers Rosalind and Robert
Pearson spend g spare moment with their cats. Both Rosalind (Malibu, Cal.} -

and Robert (Detroit, Mich.) serve as English teachers at lbnicenna School
in Kabul. Note Mrs. Pearsons warm—and decorative—Afghan stockings.

.

UNDER FLEECE HATS, toacher David Fleish.

——_—

"SAMOVAR SERVES boiled drinking water to Jill Rindelaub
{standing} of Mankato, Minn., ‘and Janet Mueller 'of Kear-

ney, Neb., two of five Volunteer teachers in Afghanistan,

hacker (right) of San Francisco and a student at
Darul Mo-alimin Schoot discuss an English problem.

HELPING HANDS are offered by Dorothy Freed
(center) of Waterloo, Ind., and Dolores Miccoletti
of Bristel, Pa,, os Afghan physician examines young
paotient, Below, Dorothy Luketich {second from right)
of Armenk, M.Y., serving ot Masturat Hospital, tries
fo conx o colleague into smiling for the cameraman.
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GALA CELEBRATION took Volunteer Carole Sojka of San Francisco to a village not far from Merca,
in the East African Republic of Somalia, where Carcle and her hushand are serving as teachers.

Somalia Speaks English,
Italian, Arabic—and Somali

onine. Rorice and Carnla
gomeg. SCris a A

Report From South

George Bond, of Springfield, Pa., is teaching
at Collegie Professionole Agrarie, in Genale,
Sovthern Somalia, East Africa. He graduated
fram Temple University in 1958 and was a
reporter for the County Ledger, Newton Square,
Pa., for three years before entering the Peace
Carps.

By George Bond

The Pcace Corps program in Southern
Somalia was slow in starting. A complex
of housing and teaching problems dogged
us for three months after our arrival last
Aug. 1 at Mogadishu, the capital of the
Somali Republic.

In spite of high-level negotiation,
housing and job assignmenis once set
were upset, and most of the Volunteers

in Southern Somalia—originally 10—
were reassigned.
These complications kept us from

establishing a routine for months and
kept that bugbear of expatriate living—
culture shock—at bay. It came for most
of us as an unwanted Christmas present.
By mid-December the minor problems of
settling in a new area were solved and
the plitter of tropical living had become
old hat. The real problems—isolation,
job frustration, and lack of communica-
tion—were left.

Before long, we began to conquer
these problems. Each of us now has a
full teaching schedute, ranging from 15
to more than 30 hours weekly. In addi-
tion, there are many outside projects

Qoila

Sojka
Francisco) run classes in singing and
dancing in their home, and Boris is
making a picture book of Merca life.

Thom Ris and I, with the help of some
United Nations experts, are organizing a
community-development committee in
Genale. Thom, of San Francisco, is also
organizing a glee club and Engllsh library
at his school.

Language-learning takes up much of
our time. Southern Somalia used to be
ftalian Somalitand, and Somali and

Italian are the common lannuages png-
lish speakers are rare. The Somali we
lcarned in training has been 'invaluable
in making friends, and most iof us are
learning Italian on our own 'for gasier
communaication. 1

The value of knowing Scj:mali was
demonstrated one evening in Mogadishu.
Two Volunteers were talking with
another American outside the Peace
Corps office. A Somali boy joined in the
conversation, talking partly in Somali,
partly in Italian. The boy switthed to all
Somali and began telling about his
family's “car-watching” business at the
University Institute, across the street.

By luck, his monologue virtually dupli-
cated one of the tapes used in our New
York University language classes, and
the two Volunteers were natdrally able
to foilow the conversation easﬂy and
reply in good Somali. '

The other American was lost and kept
asking questions in Italian. Finally, the
young Somali asked the other American

8 é

Qan

Wi

why he couldn't “speak Somali like the
Peace Corps.”

Most of our time is spent in teaching
and in lesson preparation. The common
complaint is “no books.” Most of us
have circumvented the problem by mak-
ing our own lessons and copying them—
by using duplicating machines, if avail-
ahle, "
Most of the teachers brought their
own battery-powered tape recorders,
which they also use extensively in class.
Using the duplicated lessons und the
recorded drills, we are able to give our
students a fair course in English, bur
one less geod than would be possible
with textbooks.

“Non c’e-ness” (non c'e is Ttalian for
there ism’t any) is another common prob-
lem. It seems that at least one important
thing is wnen c’e each day. Monday it

may bhe water, Tuesday electrigity,
Wednesday meat, and so on.

For these occasions we have no solu-
tions but to scour the community for
the local water-seller and his donkey,
break out the oil lamps, and eat vege-
tables.

Yet all these complications and prob-
lems do not obliterate the over-all suc-
cess of the project. To balance routine
feelings of “Just what am 1 doing here?,”
there is the sheik who comes into the
classroom to thank vou for coming to

teach and the woman vou meet on a
1eacn, ang the woman vYou meet on a

path who demands that you start classes
for women in this, a Muslim country,
where women are notoriously shy around
men.

And best of all, there is that glorious
moment when one of your students dis-
covers how to use de to ask a question,
And asks it

Report From North

Robert Laird of Los Angeles, Col., groduvated
from Yale in 1959. He was a reporter for the

Y P T t.oo rel for - yamr hal
Star-News in Culver Cily, Cal, for o year oe-

fare entering the Peace Corps. He teaches ot
Intermediate Schoo! for Boys, Gebileh, North-
ern Somalia, East Africa,

By Robert Laird

In the Northern Region of Somalia,
33 Volunteers are widely scattered,
teaching in various intermediate board-
ing schools. We were prepared to teach
English, science, mathematics, and in-.
dustrial arts, but many of us have gone
on to teach history and geography and
other subjects.

English is the official teaching lan-
guage in this former British protectorate,
and one of the goals of the project is to
raise proficiency in the language.

The desire to learn English stands
high among the people here, and Volun-
teers like Larry Bourassa (Lincoln,
N.H.), Mike Moss (McAlester, Okla.),
Emerita Latkovski (Louisville, Ky.},
Marty Kaplan (Queens, N.Y.}, Randy
Blair (Salinas, Cal.), and Anne Petitjean

(Continued on back page)
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VITA {Volunteers for International Technical Assistance) is a nonprofit
organization of American stientists and engineers who gssist persons
working to raise the living stondards in other countries. The services of
YITA's experis are free.

Peace Corps Volunteers and other persons working abrood who are
confronted with technical problems beyond their ability to selve are
invited to write to VITA for assistance.

Should you want technical help, make clear in a letter to VITA the
nature of your preblem, the social and economic factors invelved, what
materials or resources are avoiloble, and the level of skill available,
VITA's oddress is 1206 State 5t., Schenectady 4, MY,

PEACE CORPSMEN'S PROJECTS

140 WATER RAM and (178) WATER-LIFTING DEVICES

(Colombia) — VITA’s Loren Sadler sent information on

Colomhbia PCVes Howaver
ayarahic rams o Ve Loaomoin YL VS, mowaevern,
rams can be

import restrictions there. Possibly available
modified or design for handmade ram can be supplied.

168 MICROPROIECTOR (Ghana)—VITA has sent PCV
George Coyne manuals of chemistry demonstrations. Coyne's
modifications of other materials sent resulted in successful
microprojector giving a good image, suitable for class use
at night.

198 CEMENT-MIXER AND CRANE (Peru)—VITA's Dick
Hunger has sent PCV Leon Haller a preliminary answer to
his request for a simple cement-mixer design.

202 PORTABLE GENERATOR (Peru)—Paul Haifpenny of
VITA's Los Angeles Chapter supplied PCV David Goetzinger
infarmatinn an motor-generator unit

information on motor-generator unit.

204 MILK RECONSTITUTION (Peru}—PCV William Fitz-
patrick wriles that VITA’s John White of the Institute of Food
Technologists suggested circulation system to mix small
amounts of powder rapidly and thoroughly with hot water.
Fitzpalrick now bases operations of a small plant on this
system. -

211 RAISINS and 213 RICE HUSKS (Dominican Republic)
—Dr. Novak of TFT wrote PCV Wesley Stewart on processing
raisins and on uses for waste rice husks,

218 EUCALYPTUS LUMBER (Peru)—A comprehensive
volume on eucalyptus has been obtained from England and
is being sent to PCV John Bardsley.

219 ANIMAL-POWERED WELL-DRILLING (Peru}—
VITA's Dan Johnson wrote PCV Tom Dunne on various
methods for digging wells. New Holland Chapter will supply
further information.

221 CO-OP INFORMATION (Peru)—Bernard Kofsky of the
Bureau of Social Affairs sent PCV Dunne
publications on producer and consumer co-Ops.

225 SUGAR-CANE TOOLS (Iran) — PCV Joseph Teller
wants to cut canes into horizontal and vertical pieces. Asks
how to make or where to buy appropriate tools. VITA partic-
ipant Dr. Liljedahl of Silver Spring, Md., and Peoria {Ill.)
Chapter assisting.

226 BAMBOO FURNITURE (Iran}—PCV Teller also asks
how to use bamboo strips for construction of furniture and
other items, uamg, either hand tools or machine for Seciiomng
work. VITA’s Milton Wend has also sent requested facts on
plant and cultivation practices.

230 PLOW (Brazil)—PCV Merrill Wittman asks information
on how to build a small, two-ox plow that can cut four-inch
furrows in rocky soil. He also needs information on plow

hyvdranlic rams to two there are

desipns including moldbeard shape, and types of steel to use,
Two VITA volunteers are being asked to heip him.

231 SLAUGHTERHOUSE (Brazil)—PCV Wittman afso asks
for design for slaughterhouse with a capacity for four head
of cattle per day. Institute of. Food Technologists will advise.
232 REFRIGERATOR-REPAIR SHOP (Brazil)—PCV Witt-
man asks how to get Freon in and out of a refrigerator under
the proper pressure. VITA's Frederic Carlson taking action.
233 DRILL RIG (Brazil})—VITA's R. G. Koegel supplied
description of hand-drilling rig for PCV Wittman.

235 WATER AND SANITATION SYSTEM (Honduras)}—
PCV Kent Myrick wants to install a water and sanitation
system in his community. At present people draw drinking
water from open wells and have no latrines. VITA’s Dr. A. L.
Simon assisting.

236 WINDMILLS (Peru)—PCV John Bardsley wanis to use

‘trade winds to pump water and run small machinery in

building of furniture of eucalyptus wood. Several VITA mem-
bers at work on problem. PCV Tom Dunne in Lima, Peru,
also working on windmills, should contact John Bardsley
at 0. Munoz Najar 203, Arequipa.

237 COTTON CLOTH PRODUCTION (Brazil}—PCV Witt-
man wants to start a small c¢loth industry. Cotton is available
but information is needed on textile machinery, VITA’s
Gerald Carlson assisting.

238 VILLAGE WATER SUPPLY (Dominican Republic)—
VYITA's New Holland Chapter assisting PCV Bernard Isaacson
who needs means to lift water 180 feet without electric power.
239 RICE HUSKS (Dominican Republic}—PCV Isaacson
wonders if paper can be made of rice husks. Institute of Food
Technologists assisting.

240 BRICK KILN (Dominican Republic)—VITA's William
Glenn will assist PCV Isaacson to learn how to build a small
kiln for firing adobe or clay bricks.

241 TOMATO JUICE (Dominican Republic)—PCV Isaacson
also interested in a simple way to manufacture and bottle
tomato juice. IFT's Bob Baylor supplied information on various
methods for household and for small commercial plants.

242 PUMP (Philippines)—PCV Foster Wiggins wanis advice
on construction of simple water-lifting device, using bamboo,
wood, rope, scrap metal, and some old bikes. He wants to
lift water from a river 1o the top of a 30-foot bank, and pump
it 200 yards to his school. New Holland Chapter’s Water
Lifting Group will work on this.

245 TREE BARK (Honduras)—PCV Ruby Ely is being
assisted by VITA’s Dr. Millard Zeisberg, textile fibers expert,
to find lining to prevent disintegration of tree bark used in
making straw hats.

247 RUST PREVENTION {Jamaica)—PCV Anthony Braidic
wants a process for galvanizing or weatherproofing steel for
use as “burglar bars” which would be exposed to sea air of
high salt content. VITA’s Rochester group assisting.

251 THERMOS (East Pakistan)—~PCV Saint plans to teach
villagers use of a solar cooker. Since the 4 p. m. sun is 100 weak
for cooking, food must be cooked in early afterncon and
stored until dinnertime. He asks directions for type of con-
tainer to keep food hot for several hours. Handbook entries
on two types of fireless cookers were sent to him.

252 WELL - DIGGING (East Pakistan) — New Helland
Chapter also advising Saint on inexpensive methods for digging
open wells 50 feet deep. At present, two-inch tube wells are
drilled, using pipe and hydraulic action,

253 RICKSHAW BRIDGE (East Pakistan) —PCV Saint
wanis 10 construct small bridges for foot, cycle rickshaw, and
cycle traffic. Rochester Chapter assisting,.
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Robert Purser seeks im;i\'pl:l"l-
sive spinning wheels or machinery, since machine-spun alpaca
and wool are too expensive for weavers 1o buy. VITA's John
Krasny sent information found for PCV Ronald Atwater in
Colombia. Prof. Burtt of Lowell Instituie of Technology assist-
ing further.



By Lewis Butler
Lewis Butler is Peace Corps Representative in
Malaya. He is a graduate of Princeten Uni-
versity ond Stanford University Law School. ‘
He is presently on leave from law practice in
San Francisco.

“It looks like the Merritt Parkway.”

A visitor from Washington made this
comment while we were driving down
the main road from Kuala Lumpur to
Singapore on our way 1o visit two Vol-
unteers, a rural-health nurse and a
secondary-school teacher. The route does
look like the famed, garden-like Con-
necticut parkway, or at least like a two-
i lane half of it. The grassy shoulders
are carefully mowed, often cut by sickle.
You can drive 60 for miles past well-
kept rubber estates, many of them
! replanted since the Japanese occupation.
The first impression is of a country 500
miles long, covered with rubber groves
as neat as walnut orchards and interlaced
by parkways,
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This is Malaya, a small country but
the worlds largest producer of tin and
. of natural rubber. Its relative prosperity

. can be seen in the roads and in hundreds

K ala Rompm & of new buildings for schools, rural-

[ b heaith centers, the university, offices, tele-

o . S e communications, Parliament, training

k! \BJ ' +  institutions, and so forth. Much of this

development came after four vears of

{ Japanese occupation and during 12 years
J of the Communist guerrilla “emergency.”
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= And it came in a country with seven mil-
" lion people of three entirely different
”\*"—F‘i’g\j; races—Malay, Chinese, and Indian—

i,

’1 that many skeptics said could not be
Joho \\Bahruo unified into a nation.
d\'g’) e Volunteer Benita Jorkasky of Altoona,
SINGAPORE
. LECTURING ON BREATHING to biology class
i at Tuanku Abdul Rahman School at Ipeh, Ma-
: laya, is Volunteer John Hurley of Centralia, 1.
-® Dots represent location of Volunteers ! : - Rz
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Prosperity and modern advances conceal
the shnrmgm‘ of middle-level skills and
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the reasons for Peace Corps programs.
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) Pa., describes her reaction to Malaya

4 this way:

-~ “During our training at Northern Il-
linois University in DeKalb, we kept
hecaring a phrase from all the area-studies
lecturers. Each one would describe the
situation of his field as it pertained to
. Southeast Asia by going into great detail
about the hardships and great under-
development. However, half-way through
the lecture, each one would then say,
‘But Malaya is the exception . . .

Peace Corps

In Malaya
Malaya 1: 36 Volunteers; arrived Jan,
12, 1962,
Maloya ll; 31 Volunteers; arrived June
1, 1962,
Malaya 11l; 51 Volunteers; arrived Sept,
30, 1962,

Of the 112 Volunteers in Malayo, 43
ore men and 49 are women. They are
working in health (39 Velunteers), edu-

cation (48), and rural development
(25).
“How true! Here were pioneering

Volunteers, all geared Lo roughing it in
"true Peace Corps style’ only to find that
Malaya is the exceplion to the ‘normal
Pciace Corps country.” We do have hard-
ships posts where a few Volunteers live
with kerosene lamps and stoves and
with the little shack 50 feet out back.
There are the small kampong (village)
posts where the monsoon makes travel
through the flooded streets by sampan

VISITS WITH YOUNG PATIENTS are part of job for Sadie Stout of Arkansos City,
Kan. She is one of four Volunteers ot Sungei Buloh Leprosarium, some 40 miles
northeast of Kvala Lumpur. About 2500 patients are maintained at this hospital,

. necessary.” However, these are the excep-
. tions. :

“Normal living ‘involves shopping for
food from -a large selection at the local
market (some Voluntcers raise chickens
to cut down on the price of eggs).
Volunteers’ radios and record-players add
to the cacophony of dogs barking, chil--
dren shouting, and other radios playing
Chinese, Tamil, Malay, or English pro-
grams. Volunteers ride busses or cycle
on paved roads; get their mail daily;
soak their clothes overnight to save
energy in rubbing; and keep their beer
cold in a fridge (electric or kerosene).”

Malaya’s prosperity has centered
around its miracle crop: rubber. Unuil
recent years, most of the benefits of
that prosperity went to cities. Now
rural development is the key to the
government’s program te promote both
economic and political stability. That
60-mph main road past the kampong
has not affected kampong life much.
Someone has to slow down in order to
distribute the benefits of Malaya's devel-
opment to the kampong, and this is what
the Malayans are now doing and what
the Peace Corps is trying to help. With
luck, rubber will continue to support the
economy long enough, despite the com-
petition from synthetics, to make this
development possible and to carry the
country along while a more diversified
economy can be evolved.

The two Volunteers who live off the
“Merritt Parkway” are working in rural
development. The nurse is assighed to
a rural-health center, which, until her
arrival, had ne nurse—only buildings.
She works with a Malayan midwife and
hospital assistant, and together they are
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TESTING LlINES on
Johore Bahru is Voluntaer Mike O'Rourke of Telluride, Colo.
He is helping to troin Malayans in drilling and blasting.
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offering mother-and-child care to the
kampong people there for the first time.
Previgusly a qualified Malayan nurse
stationed nearby covered this area. but
only by weekly visits. Now that the
Peace Corps nurse and a recently gradu-
ated Malayan nurse have been assigned
to the district, the semior Malayan girl
will help to train student nurses at
Kuala Lumpur, the capital.

A few miles down the road from the
nurse is the tcacher. His school opencd
in 1958, a vyear after Malaya's inde-
pendence came. Last year for the first
time the school moved up from the
junior-high level and started a fourth
form, about equal to our second ycar of
high school. This year it has a fifth
form, which means that qualified gradu-
ates from this rural area can go on to
pre-university studies or to the teachers
colleges. The Volunteer is teaching math
and science and is, except for the head-
master, the only university graduate on
the small staff, although he probably will
tell you that many of his colleagues
trained at Malayan teachers colleges arc
better instructors than he.

Similar Story Elsewhere

In different forms and different set-
tings, this is the story all over Malaya.
The Peace Corps is here not in spite of
Malava's level of development but be-
cause of it. And because of the level
of development, the skills of most Volun-
teers are being well utilized, perhaps at
limes even overtaxed. With money you
can build classrooms and health centers,
equip school laboratorics, "and buy ma-
chinery and heavy equipment. Malaya
has done this, largely with her own

the face of Lunshoo Quarry at




money and without U.S, aid other than
a few small loans. But, the more you
build, the more trained people you need,
and time and teachers are needed to
train people. So the Peace Corps is
trying to help give Malaya the time and
a few of the teachers,

There is another and’ larger aspect of
Malaya, Hulf of the country, the eustern
region beyond the central range, is
underdeveloped. Here and in areas like
it Peace Corps surveyors, engineers,
heavy-equipment operators, soil sur-
veyors, and foresters work toward devel-
oping hundreds of thousands of acres of
jungle into what may someday be usable
iand. This is Malaya's frontier and an
American looking at the vast expanses
of jungle, stretching over four-fifths of
the country, can be excused a touch of
envy for the Malayans who have before
them still the chan¢e to shape so much
of their country’s future,

Challenge Hidden

In this prospect, there are great op-
portunities for the Volunteers, but the
challenge is sometimes hidden. Benita
Jorkasky sums it up this way:

“The challenge to Malaya Volunteers
seems (0 be one of quickly falling into
the routine of the job. This is not so
easy as it may seem. True, schools are
systematized but school libraries are
almaost nonexistent. Hospitals are set up
but supplies are limited. Secondary
schools are available but the above-aver-
age student may be hampered by a lack
of money. In many tasks, a more efficient
procedure is feasible but ‘it has never
been done that way before.

Lesson in Patience

“So the Volunteer learns patience and
perseverance. The nurse realizes that her
skills may not be fully utilized but that
her extra consideration of the patient
is helping him regain health and that
her actions may set an example to the
other nurses. The forest surveyor knows
that his map is sketchy but that with
on-the-spot checking, he can catalogue
future timber supply with reasonable ac-
curacy. And when the teacher starts 1o
bog down on the nightly routine of four
different lecture preparations, he remem-
bers a student’s question which showed
a little extra insight. The Volunteers
learn that the Peace Corps-type challenge
is present—onily maybe a iiitie more
sophisticated and a little more hidden
under the exceptions of Malaya.”

Material for the Malaya section was pre-
pared by an editorial committes com-
posed of Volunteers Kent Keeth, Will
Weiss, and Mork Francis, '
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“PROBLEM5 FACING A LIBRARIAN” wo: one of the topics discussed of this tutorial ses-
sion held by Volunteer Nancy Dolzell {center) of Dubuque, lowa. She is o teacher of fibrary
stience at the Maloyan Teachers College in Penang, on an islond off the west coast of Malaya.

Syllablilses and Ghosts

Peace Corps teachers in Malaya, like
their fellow Volunteers in the fields of
health and of rural development, find
that they must adjust to new methods
of work, new names and faces, and new
social complexities. There are ;at present
50 Volunteers teaching in schools from
Kuala Lumpur, the capital, to small,
remote towns. Most are teaching science
subjects—mathematics, biology, chemis-
try, general science, health sctence, and
physics—and others teach wocational
subjects, such as the construction of
small buildings and the pouring of con-
crete. Some Volunteer-teachers, trained
in scientific subjects, have giscovered
themselves assigned additional courses
in other subjects lacking instructors. For
example, Bob Bojanowski of' Chicago,
who has a master's degree in microbi-

ology and chemistry, found himself
teaching Lamb’s Tales From Shake-
speare.

When the Peace Corps teacher arrives
in Malaya after training, he begins to
confront many new fealures :which in
America seemed so distant. He finds
that the syllabus becomes a part of
everyday life, instead of a vaguely menac-
ing myth to be coped with in the future.
He is astonished to discover that students
actually do rise to their feet when the
teacher eniers the classroom ‘and that
conducting laboratory experiments calils
for considerable ingenuity, He fights
frustration when hard-thought-out lessons
are thrown intc chaos by a 'series of

unacademic questions. \

Liz Kunst of Grand Rapids, Mich.,
writes: .

“I'm currently teaching chemistry and
mathematics and T can honestly say that
most of the initial problems have been
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overcome. Education here is highly
exam-oriented, and restrictions imposed
by 1he set syllabus for every subject are
so confining. Other initial adjustments
which must be made: the respect for
teachers, which is a bit overwhelming
at first; the nightmare of matching
hundreds of new faces with strange-
sounding names; the challenge of im-
provising for laboratory work. But the
curiosity of the pupils knows no limits
and questions are often embarrassing:
‘Why are there so many bad women in
Chicago? “Did you vete for Governor
Romney? "

Comfort in Syllabus

On the other hand, John Thayer of
Kalamazoo, Mich,, finds the syllabus
comforting:

“The syllabus is truly a sacred docu-
ment in Malaya, as it is in ali British-
founded school systems. I have come
to like this word so that my life seems
more or less to center around it. 1 read
it every day faithfully and the message
printed inside, without fail, guides my
daily life. OFf course there are faults
with this system, but there are also
advantages in knowing what subjects the
teacher must present during the year.
Getting used to the proper use of the
syllabus is one of the biggest barriers to
the early success of the American at-
tempting to teach in Malaya.”

Stationed throughout the country, in
large towns and small, teacher-Volun-
teers soon learn the limitations and the
advantages of their own situation. Cities
offer professional entertainment; villages
offer the satisfactions of a quiet and
uninterrupted way of life. Transporta-
tion is easier on the west coast; scenery
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more breathtaking on the east, To many
Volunteers, the east coast offers the
neargst  substitute for the imaginary
ropical island that at one time or another
is everyone's dream, Surprising to Liz
Kunst is the discovery that Malayans
are unwilling to be stationed on the east
coast, and are eager to leave as soon as
possible:

“Life in Kuala Trengganu is not with-
out its trials and disappointments, but
they tend to be forgotten. The occasional
defeats in the classroom, the armed inva-
sion of mosquitoes every evening, the
frustrations of shopping on Jalan Kam-
pong, China, the eternal batile with
mildew, the incessant rains during the
monsoon season, the endless waits for
the Fferries, the bitter cold showers daily
—all have become very much a part
of my life.

“Most disheartening are the com-
plaints and discontent of a great many
of the teachers here. Most of them
consider Kuala Trengganu a hardship
post and wait only for the day when
they will be transferred elsewhere. 1
believe the greatest success of Volunteers
on the east coast will be the example
we can present to Malayans. The simple
fact that we can live without the com-
forts and advantages of the west coast
in order to work on a job that needs to
be done—if we can encourage Malayans
to do and suppori the same, then we
will have been a small success.”

Polyglot Population

The Malayan population, made up of
Chinese and Indians as well as Malays,
is polyglot. The confusion of languages
presents its own problems. Although
most Peace Corps teachers work in
English-medium schools, a few have
found it necessary to teach in Malay,
the national language. All students speak
the language in which classes are con-
ducted, but often as a second language
only. Thus on the school-ground, as well
as in private life, the teacher finds him-
self in a swirl of different languages.
Peter Kramer of Chicago puts it this
way:

“The fantastic diversity of languages
here surrounds me daily. My fellow
teachers speak Punjabi, Bengali, Tamil,
Malayalam, Mandarin, Hokkien, Haina-
nese, HMakka, Cantonese, Maulay, and
English.”

Liz Kunst describes vet another lan-
guage problem:

“I share quarters with six other
teachers: one English girl, three Chinese,
one Malay, and one Indian. Last week
one of my Chinese housemates suddenly
began speaking to me in Hokkien,
realized her mistake, and hastily apol-
ogized: ‘I always think of you as one
of us. I've forgotten you're American.””

Besides having to cope with languages,
the Volunteer is confronted with the
necessity of making minor alterations in

his own native tongue as well, English-
speaking Malayans, having learned the
language from the British, are unfamiliar
with many Americanisms, and they react
to American pronunciations of either,
neither, clerk, and vitamin as though
they were being confronted by words
completely new to them.

Several Volunteers have been active
in setting up and teaching the use of
amateur radio stations by Malayans.
Some ham stations already existed, and
two Volunteers, before their recent mar-
riage, were able to keep in touch by
means 'of two sympathetic Malayan
hams. Teachers find that interest in
radio is high, and some who do not teach
radio as part of their classroom work
have begun conducting evening classes
for interested members of the com-
munity. John Thayer is one of these;
he says:

“When a few of my miniwave-inclined
fellow teachers discovered I was a ham,
they asked me if I would teach a radio
class for them. I consented. We meet
once a week in the physics lab for a
theoretical and practical session. We are
also eager 1o -complete our school
amateur radio station in the lab. Some
of the schoolboys are becoming inter-
ested, too, and within a few years there
will be a wave of radioc hams on the
east coast.”

‘Like Volunteers elsewhere, the teach-
ers find that the extracurricular work
they do is often more effective in mak-
ing friends of their students than is the
classroom work they do. Coaching
athletic teams, working with Girl Guides
and Boy Scouts, conducting field trips
up-river for botanical specimens, work-
ing to improve the school library, assist-
ing academic and dramatic societies, and
conducting review classes to keep the
teachers busy, give them contacts with
students and staff members whom they
would otherwise know only on a profes-
sional basis.

All-Purpose ‘Experts’

Many of the Peace Corps teachers in
Malaya are taken aback to discover that,
as “Europeans,” they are assumed to be
authorities on-all subjects western. John
Muth of Pompano Beach, Fia., was
pleased but astonished to receive an
invitation to a western-style barbecue.
He was even more astonished 1o dis-
cover, upon arriving, that he was the
only one present who knew the first
thing about a barbecue, and that he was
to serve as chef. Furthermore, the roast
which he was to barbecue was still
frozen, having just been brought from
cold storage. The “barbecue” ended with
the making of satay, a Malayan dish

USING AN ELECTRIC GUN, Volunleer Mark Francis shows a student how to solder resistor ond

transistor connections into

o piece of elactronics

equipment. Maork, of Berkeley, Cal,

teaches electronics ot the Technical College in Kuala Lumpur, the capital city of Malaya,




prepared in somewhat the same way as
barbecued beef.

“Anyway, they are still asking me to
show them some American cooking. So
far, all I've accomplished has been to
introduce them to the poor man’'s ham-
burger,” he says.

Like other Volunteers, teachers find
that they are learning from Malayans at
least as much as they are teaching. Local
festivals, sports, handicrafts, and customs
provide many opportunities for broaden-
ing mutnal interests and understanding.
There was no Peace Corps tcacher at
the Malay school in the State of Johore
which recently suspended classes for a
week because of the hanfu (ghost) which
persisted in frightening students, but Jay
Carow of Evanston, 1ll, a teacher of
architecture at the Technical College in
Kuala Lumpur, was told that his drafting
room was haunted:

“There are numerous tales about the
ghost of the drafting room. When a stu-
dent not long ago was working alone
at night in the room, he fled in terror
from the sound of stools whirring behind
him and a vision of a head followed by
a decapitaied body drifting toward him.

“My interest was further aroused when
1 visited a kampong 70 miles south of
Kuala Lumpur. A Malay man, after
finding that I was teaching at the Tech-
nical College, mentioned the ghost and
as much as inquired about its health.

“The students still avoid the drafting
room at night. When 1 brushed aside
their stories of the hantu one student
insisted, ‘Even Christians believe in
ghosts,’ and another added, with great
sincerily, ‘You musr believe in ghosts.’
The eastern mind seems to think that we
of the West lack perception when it

comes to the matter of the hantu: as the |
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Malays say, 'vour heart lacks eyes.
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DEMONSTRATING PRINCIPLE of Archimedes (that a body displaces an amount of water
equal to its own volume) is Volunteer John Thayer of Kolamazos, Mich., and some of his physics
students at Sulian Ismail Collegs, a secondary school at Kota Bohru. Volunteer Peter Kramer
of Chicago also teaches at this school, of which a clossroom building is pictured below.
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Malaya Facts

The Federotion of Malaya received its
independence in 1957, following sbout
73 years of British rute, It is now o
constitutional  monarchy = within  the
British Commonwealth. It is  com-
posed of 11 states: aine
Moalay states and the former British
Straits Settlements colonies of Penang
Island ond Malacco. (The island of
Singapore, at the southern ftip of
Maloya, is self-governing.)

Nearly touching the equator, Molaya
hos a tropical climate choracterized by
uniform daily temperatures of 70-90
degrees and by exceptionally high hu-
midity. Its economy centers oround
rubber and tin production, it being the
world's largest single producer of both
commodities.

Malaya is obout the size of the state
of MNew York., OFf its population of
obout seven million, 50 per cent are
Moalays, 37 per cent Chinese, and 11
per cent Indians.

SWIMMING LESSONS (below) were one feature of low-cost day camp held at Ipoh for 100 boys
and girls during the winter school vacaticn, The camp site was the Anglo-Chinese School, which
hos—besides a new pool—a gyminasium and playing fields. Karen Pedersen (left) of Grinnell,
lowa,, and Kirk Bunnell of Larchmont, N.Y.. were among 12 Volunteers who ossisted at comp.
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A New Slant on Health Care

Hospitals, Rural Clinics Occupy Volunteer Doctor, Nurses, Technicians

Tn the Federation of Malaya the
health of the citizens lies in the hands
of three groups: first, for many country
people the village bomoh or witch doctor
is the nearest and most trusted source
of treatment; second, for relatively af-
Auent city dwellers there are privaie
practitioners and a few private hospitals;
third, for everybody else there are the
government health services, which are
free to =all government servants and
available at modest cost to others.

By the end of the colonial period,
Malayans already cnjoyed an extensive
hospital system and health services which
allowed them the longest life expectancy
in this part of the world. Since inde-
pendence came in 1957, the government
has concentrated on improving the exist-
ing facilities (a new maternity hospital
costing the equivalent of $1.7 million
was recenily completed in Kuala’ Lum-
pur) and in particular is providing health
facilities to remote rural areas previously
without services. Last year, |0 per cent
of the annual budget {(equivalent 10 $350
million) was spent on health services
throughout the country.

Services provided by the government
include rural-health centers and sub-
centers, midwife centers, dental clinics,
general hospitals, leprosariums, two men-
tal hospitals, a tuberculosis hospital, and
a number of research institutes, In
almost every kind of service there is a
Peace Corps Volunteer contributing
work. At present, in Malaya the Peace
Corps has serving as Volunteers one
physician, 30 nurses, seven laboratory
technicians, and one medical assistant.

Job Often Tedious

The jobs are often routine and tedious,
but sometimes exciting. One Peace Corps
Volunteer, Garry Combs, ranks high on
the list of “image” jobs. Malaya has
an aborigine population of 40,000.
Tuberculosis, the major health problem,
afflicts more than 10 per cent. To
eradicate the problem, the government
is X-raying every aborigine and treat-
ing all tubercular cases. Garry and his
X-ray unit travel all over the country
by truck, boat, plane, and helicopter
seeking these hard-to-find people. Near
Kuala Lumpur, at the Aborigine Hospital,
nurse A. J. Porter (our Brooklynite who
saw her first cow during Peace Corps
training in the U.8,) tends convalescing
patients, scrubs dirty heads, and teaches
sewing and a language she calls English.

The nurses in Malaya are evenly
divided into two job categories: hospital

nursing and rural-health work, The
duties of the hospital nurses are similar
—with additions and modifications—to
those they had in U.8. hospitals. Nurse
Marilyn Billimek of Edinburg, Tex.,
reports her reactions to the differences:

“I really expected to be swamped with
work, possibly even more work than in
the post-operative intensive-care unit
back home. Well, true . they are
short of staff, but then they are also
short of equipment. This leaves two
alternatives, either you don't work or
you get in a tizzy. A tizzy results from
trying to find a piece of paper to send
word to the lab for some test to be
done, racking your brain to find a sub-
stitute for Kleenex, diapers, or toilet
tissue, or tramping to four other wards
1} E!tht’f‘ enough syringes to give 50cc
of glucosc intravenous in a hurry The
challenge lies in trying to keep from
spinning your wheels.”

ASSISTING in operation al Kota Bahru hospi-
tal is Mary McEnerney (third from left). She and
Anne Hennessey recently opened a new clinic.

The initial problems of working in a
Malayan hospital, such as getting by
with two thermometers, insufficient linen,
animals underfoot, patients on the floor,
and their visitors on the bed, are quickly
minimized; the fear of ruining the first
effort at suturing is overcome; the respon-
sibility of making a dingnosis is accepted;
then the more difficult problems attacked.

Part of the cultural heritage of this
region of the world is the value placed
on individval life. The life cycle is
readily accepted, sickness and death
included. Understandably the medical
services sometimes reflect this autitude.
This state of affairs can be discouraging
to a Volunteer nurse trying to give maxi-
mum care to every patient, but she can

hope that her example will benefit others.
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A less abstract medical matter is that
of sterile technique, which is sometimes
not observed because of a lack of equip-
ment, sometimes because of a lack of
understanding. Here again a good ex-
ample is frequently useful. Other prob-

[ems include learning to function in

1£ms  Inciude aneaen m

the British system, which makes nursing
duties more supervisory and which tends
to restrict social contacts between the
Volunteer nurse and her co-workers.

To provide health facilities for the
tural population, 114 rural-health centers
and subcenters have been constructed
since 1957. Staffing these centers is a
major problem and often new centers
must open with insufficient staff. Peace
Corps nurses are eagerly accepting as-
stignments to these centers and are en-
joying a novel experience, as Ruth Ciark
relates in a separate article.

Nurse Duties Varied

The rural-health nurses’ duties are
varied. Tn Ayer Lunas, a land-develop-
ment scheme in the northeastern jungle,
nurses Anne Hennessey of Lawrence,
Mass.,, and Mary McEnerney of Chicago
have recently opened a new clinic, Mary
comments:

“When our midwife takes time off,
we have to handle any deliveries. So far,

,
Pve delivered three babies without any

trouble. Because I've never done it
before, delivering a baby is in itself an
experience, but delivering one in a
Malay heme adds something to the gen-
eral chaos.

“The women have their babies while
lying on the floor, thus making any move-
ment on my part awkward, But then,
there is no danger of dropping the
baby.”

Margaret Balfe, of Pittsburgh, Pa., has
had a similar experience:

A
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delivered
my first baby in a kampong house—the
mother lying on the bare plank floor and
me in a squat position. Oh, for a sierile
delivery room—or even a pair of gloves
and a mask.,”

The nurses find that often they are
expected to function as junior doctors.
Mary McEnerney writes:

“We also sew up lacerations, but any
other surgery we send to the hospital.
Recently, T had to suturc a crocodile
bite. They caught a crocodile in our

1 Lant it in
TIVEr  ang ol some reason Rept it in

one of our four stores in town. An
cight-year-old boy went to the store to
buy something, and whammeo! the crock
got him by the leg. We later found
out that some people believe crocodiles

< T
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were once men and will not harm them,
After the accident, they did tie up this
one's mouth.”

At Kuala Rompin, on the east coast,
a new health center has just been opened
by 1two Peace Corps Volunteers, Dr.
Murray DeArmond of Indianapolis and
Nurse Dona Boyce, Stillwater, Okla.,

nnd  thraa rnllaaonee Dir
sl

AMalavan
4ana LA HEwiel s COnCAglls.

Malayan
DeArmond will give outpatient treat-
ment 10 the 50,000 people in his district
while Dona will concentrate on mother-
and-child health services.

In addition to these kinds of nursing,
there are Peacc Corps nurses in the
special fields of teaching and of yvaws
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Ruth Clark of San Antonio, Tex., is a nurse
assigned to the Rural Health Clinic at Sungei
Siput, in northwestern Malaya,

By Ruth Clark

For work here in mother-and-child
health, we hold weekly or monthly
clinics in each of nine villages within an
area 22 miles in diameter. In these
clinics we examine pregnant women and
pre-school children. Each clinic has one
or more midwives assigned to routine
births.

A staff aurse (roughly equivalent to
an American registered nurse, but having
midwifery training)} is in charge of each
main center, and the midwives have small
stations within the district, The staff
nurse is responsible for examining
mothers and children, and advising on
hygiene, nutrition, and other health
matters. Patients with complicated cases
are referred to the hospital—if they will
go. Since the health clinics do not supply
medicines other than vitamins and as-
pirin, any illness must be referred either
to a nearby hospital (if there is one) or
1o a clinic run by a hospital assistant
trained as a male nurse.

Child-Care Program

In our clinics we follow the newborn
as closely as the mother will allow for
the first year, and less closely until the
child enters school. We recommend care,
proper hygiene, and nutrition, and we
try to give inoculations against diphtheria,
smallpox, tetanus, and whooping cough.
There is an increasing emphasis on a
BCG (tuberculosis preventive) program
in Malaya, where tuberculosis is rela-
tively common.

Many clinics have large vans to haul

control. Four nurses are doing leprosy
work, three of them at the Sungei Buloh
Settlement, near Kuala Lumpur. This
is a complete community cent?red around
a leprosarium for 2500 patients.

These days a medical diagnosis is in-
complete without laboratory, tests. Hos-

pitals in Malaya are equipped with
lnhrrwvntarias  in whinh  dha ' tuynae ond
LAUUL ALULICY 1 Wikl Wi | EY LD i

number of tests vary greatly with the
equipment and the stafi capabilities.
There are five laboratory . technicians
assigned to hospitals (one téchnician is
working with a CARE-MEDRICO unit)
in an effort to maximize the use of
equipment. In a separate article, labora-

T

staff and equipment to and' from out-
station clinics. Our clinic is not quite so
lucky; in fact, our 1934 Ford Prefect
(which will be replaced, we are promised,
when it grows old) makes a Volkswagen
look like a limousine by comparison.
Into this vehicle we pile ourselves and
our equipment in a manner which would
do credit to the clown-car act in Barnum
& Bailey. '

Arriving at the clinic site, we pry
ourselves and our equipment out of the
car and work our way through the
gathering of starry-eyed children, Their
curious eyes do not leave us for a mo-
ment all the time we are there. We spend
several hours examining and advising
mothers and their children, and making

PACKING UP CAR for one of their periadic

tory technician Cynthia Erskine reports
considerable progress.

Two more technicians are assigned to
research units in Kuala Lumpur: one to
the Malaria Eradication Pilot Project and
the other to the Nutritional Department
of the Institute of Medical Research, a
government-sponsored organization study-
ing tropical diseases.

Volunteers doing health work, like
most other Volunteers in Malaya, live
in comfortable guarters. Only a few are
without electricity, running water, or an
inside bathroom. Malaya is prosperous
but there is plenty of work.

Before Health Talk

friends by sticking little children with
needles.

Language is a constant and interest-
ing challenge. We have learned enough
Malay now to function quite well in
clinics and 1o make a good try in other
circumstances. But since many of our
patients speak caly Tamil or one of six
or seven Chinese dialects, we must often
work through a Malay-speaking Chinese
or Tamil interpreter. This makes diag-
nosing and advising an interesting exer-
cise, indeed.

When not holding clinics, or on those
days when business promises 1o be slow
at the clinic, we make house calls.

On our arrival in a village most of the
mothers from houses close by crowd

trips to hold mother-and-child clinic of Tapah

Road, Perak, are Volunteer RufhiC!urk {leff), o Malayon attendant, and Volunteer Joyce Miller
of Chicago. Some nurses have trucks for dinic visits, but Ruth has vse of a 1934 English Ford,

.
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around, the group growing by the minute.
At length the mother in front of whose
home we happen to be s:andlng will
.lm:dly suggest thal we “go up.” We
accept with a flourish and we are fol-
lowed by all who have collected about.
Soon, mothers from all over the village
crowd in with their children, each
greeted by hand-shakes all around.

Crowds a Help

This village custom of pathering when-
ever a visitor arrives is a real help in
our work. When the talk does finally
come to health problems, the words fall
on many ears. Persuading the first
mother to come to the clinic is the
hardest part. She then helps to spread
the word until it becomes a fad to re-
ceive a vaccination or whatever she has
received. Since we have nearly 50,000
people in our clinic district, fad-follow-
ing helps us greatly.

Visiting houses in this way is 10 me
real public-health nursing. On  seeing
the home, we can better evaluate the
needs of the patient and the family, and
thus give better advice. 1 find real plca-
sure in talking with villagers. We sit on
the floor of the chairless room drinking
sweetened tea and talking. Conversations
are limited somewhat by my halting
ability with Malay, but the more talking
we do, the easier conversing becomes.
Often these visits end with no mention
of the clinic beyond my remarking that
I work there and that they are welcome
to come. Eventually, I find that the
mother has a question or two which will
lead easily into health talk. By this time
I hope that she views the answer as
coming from a friend, rather than from
just the “American missy.”

Wet-Foot Harvest

Volunteer Margaret Balfe of Pittsburgh, Pa., is
o nurse assigned to rural-health work in Tam.
pin, in the state of Megri Sembilan,

By Muargaret Balfe

Finally the long-awaited day arrived.
Today T was to get my chance to “help”
in the padi harvest (padi means rice, and
also the feld it grows in) and really
visit, nonprofessionally, the family of
my good friend Salam, who works for
the clinic.

1 had come to know his family very
briefly because 1 had helped deliver his
fifth child in their home, and several
times a.week, on our way home from
the various subcenters, he stopped our
van near his home to pick up his meal
of rice and curry. At these times his
family usually came out to the road
to greet him.

I had been asking him for weeks if
I could “help” in his field when harvest
time came, and always he would Jaugh
and put me off with excuses: leeches, 100
much maud, sharp plants, harvesters
couldn't wear shoes. Finally, with the
help of other friends on the clinic staff,
I talked him into it

As 1 arrived at the roadside where
the path leads to Salam’s kampong, his
wife, Bongek, came forward and spoke,
though she was obviously shy and self-
conscious. The children, as is usual with
Malay childen, were very shy, wide-
eyed, frightened, and fascinated by my

CUB SCOUT MEETING at Alor S$tar, Kedah, brings display of ship medel te pack run by iiugh
Zimmers of Twenlyning Palms, Cal.,, end Rito Franzone of Chicage. Rito works as rural-health
nurse, and Hugh works in design and construction of urban and rural schoals in the stato of Kedah,

every move and word. They shrank
away if I tried to approach them.

We all walked through the coconut
palm, banana, and rambutan trees 10
their house, about a quarter-mile from
the road, took off our shoes, and went
up into the house.

I was introduced to his grandmother,
who really owns the place, this being a
matriarchal society. She is nbout 80
years old, with mouth and tecth, what
is left of them, stained red from chew-
ing betel nut.

Salam lives in a typical kampong
house with plank floor, thatched roof,
and no furniture, electricity, or water.
The place was scrubbed spotiessly clean.
Running all around were chickens of
all sizes and colors.

First the family presented for my
inspection their pride and joy, the new
little girl whom I had helped deliver
just 43 days ago today.

An Elaborate Meal

They then produced an elaborate and
delicious meal consisting of chicken
curry, fish curry, a large variety of vege-
tables. And, of course, the rice
not ordinary rice, I was informed, but
rice harvested the day before. The
chicken was from their flock, slaughtered
according to Muslim rites by Salam,
especially for this “occasion.”

In Malay fashion, the dinner had been
planned for only Salam and me (the
guest). I asked that the rest join us,
and was pleased that they did so quite
willingly.

As the meal progressed and we talked
(I was struggling for my best Malay),
I could feel their tension lessening. They
had been worried that 1 would not ap-
preciate their food or that I would mind
the lack of eating utensils.

From time to time Salam remarked
on matters that he thought might catch
my attention, such as “this house is
not pretty” or “the well is not very good.™
His reasons were (ransparent: not only
was I a “rich American™ accustomed 10
luxury but also I was a nurse, constantly
preaching sanitation in the kampongs.

After the meal and a tour of the
grounds, in which the various points
of interest—vegetation or chicken house
—were pointed out to me, we started
for the field.

Of course, the numerous neighbors,
knowing what was going on, called out
greetings to me and questions to Salam’s
wife: “How much did she ea?,”
“Really? With her hands?,” “Are you
really going to let her harvest padi?”
We walked through the beautiful



woods and river beds and emerged to
see polden padi waving in the breeze,
stretching ahead for miles and bordered
in the distance by jungle-covered moun-
tains.

In their field, Salam’s wife gave me
a brief lesson and T was on my own.
They stood briefly W'llching and [augh-
ing, and then started in to work, The
sun was hot, the work was good, and
I liked it. Now and then people came by
and asked the equivalent of “What on
carth is she doing there?,” laughed, and
went on.

The three of us carried on a pleasant
conversation as we worked, shouting
over the padi, which was shoulder high.
We talked about the work, the children,
and various people we know nearby. The
children came ncarer and made whistles
from the padi stalks. providing us with
“music to harvest nadi l'\u ”
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After u few hours Salam insisted that
we quit, and as we walked back, to the
house, the chitldren grabbed my hands
and tugged at my skirt, the first time in
my three months in Malaya that Malay
children had seemed unafraid of me.

They pulled me here and there to see
this and that plant, bush, or flower. I
asked many questions, so glad was T to
sec them open up. They took great pride
in teaching me Malay words.

After many goodbyes and thank-yous,
I walked out to the road, arms full of
plants they'd given me. to wait for the
bus. The children and Salam came with
me, and we 1alked, laughed, and piayed.
Not long before the bus came into view,
the oldest daughter, aged 10, who studies
English in her Malayan school, pointed
across the road and said in English, *I go
to thut scheol.” Very pleased and sur-
prised, I praised her highly as Salam
looked on proudly.

When I arrived back at the clinic, a
package from a friend in the U. S§.
awaited me. It contained a skirt 1 had
left at her house last September —a
hundred years ago. Shades of another
world, almost forgotten on a day like
this.

PATIENT of nurse Ruth Clark at rural clinic is
this Malayan woman of Indian ancestry. She
is having blood-pressure and hemoglobin tests.

Fvolution in the Lab

Cynthia Erskine of Wadsworth, Q., is o lab-
oratory technician assigned to the General
Hospital at Kota Bohru, in the northeastern
state of Kelanian,

By Cynthia Erskine

About two months ago at the labora-

tory T received a call from ene of our

hOSpllalS doctors.

“How long will it take me to receive
the results of a blood urea if 1 send the
patient up right now?”

“About 35 minutes,” T replied.

“What?' he said, “T thought I'd have
to wait at least three days.”

Then he added something which made
us ail feel rewarded.

“That’s terriffic! Tt’s the best service
T've had in Malaya.”

This may sound as though we are

bragging, but if you read further you will

understand.

Up on the northeast coast of Malaya
where our 500-bed hospital is located,
the lab work for the whole state is done
in one room. It is not a big rcom, and
as labs go, it is short of equipment I
used to consider essential.

Now T know that many things are just
frills. Hematology runs beautifully on
six white pipettes, a microscope, 1wo red
pipettes, some slides, a dozen sed-rate

tubes, and a half-dozen loematacrit
tubes. It can run faster with more, but
we manage.

Improving the System

In spite of a few inconveniences, we
have been able 1o make improvements
through our own ingenuity.

In the U. §. there is a system for
collecting blood for chemistry. Requests
are submitied one day and the patient
is kept fasting from supper time of that
day until the following morning. Then

iy ha woarde A
a lechnician goes to the wards and col-

lects all the blood samples and takes
them back to the lab. By 9 a.m. the lab
has a pgood idea of the day’s work,
Here the situation differed. Chemistries
were drawn by the nurse. If the doctor
made rounds at noon and ordered lab

work, the lab was likely to receive blood *

at 1 or 3 p.m. Since the nurses lack Iab
background, they had to scnd someone
for the proper container and for mslruc-
tions for how much blood drawn under
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what condition. Needless to say, chaos
reigned supreme,

My colleagues and T drew up a paper
entitled “Procedures for Drawing and
Submitting Speciments (o0 the Labora-
tory.” Days were assigned for running of
chemical assays, i.e., liver-function tests
three times a week, glucose tolerance by
appointment, miscellaneous tests an
other days. We explained why scheduling
would enable us to increase our effi-
ctency and would in wrn assure the staff
of faster results.

A list was made for the amounts of
blood to be drawn, the containers neces-
sary, and the conditions under which
bloods should be drawn, ie., clean dry
syringes for chlorides, CO. combining
powers under paraffin. We said that all
blood had to be in the lab by 10:30 a.m.
Anything ordered after that time had
to be taken the next morning before the
patient had eaten. Emergency work could,
of course, be handled at any time.

Scheduled Approved

The chief medical officer approved the
schedule and made it standard procedure.
During the first week, however, the
wards tended to ignore the schedule. So
we sent specimens right back with a
reminder of the schedule.

Since usually one person does chem-
isiry, we have a long rack of tests ubes,
each tube marked for a specific reagent
and with these test tubes sit the pipettes,
To speed up the recording of resuls,
we've had rubber stamps made of all
assays, hematology included. Now we
just fill in the resulis as on Amcrican
lab-reguest slips.

We made a pipette cleaner by fitting
a distilling apparatus to the water tap.
Fitting rubber twubing to the opposite
end of the distilling apparatus gives the
same effect as a Richardson pump: the
suction provided is strong enough to

-rall frabtan
clean red-cell pipeites.

A small electric hair-dryer enables us
to dry our slides quickly—a boon during
the rainy season.

These are all’ small improvements, but
the sum has enabled us to increase lab
output by 900 per cent in a year.

None of these ideas was readily ac-
cepted. But after a while ideas take hold
and bring {orth other ideas. Then fol-
lows pride in the work, and after that,
everything is fine,

®



KEY TO THE FUTURE of 13,000.acre Bukit Laggeng Forest Preserve,
about 50 miles north of Kuala Lumpur, comes nat from reading teak leaf
but from scieatific survey of area’s potential. Yolunteers George Craciun

{loft) of Indianapolis and Philip Noyce (center) of White Plains, N.Y., are
foresters surveying fimber resources, and Bill Mull of Bridgeton, Ma., is
surveying soils ¥o determine which land should be cleared for farming.

Rliral Develbpmen‘t Pushes Onward

The term rural development encom-
passes a broad scope of activity and the
24 Volunteers engaged in rural develop-
ment in Malaya accordingly encompass
greatly - varying assignments. Most are
working in the Public Works Depart-
ment, assisting in Malaya’s huge trans-
portation-development program. Road
surveyors, heavy-equipment operators,
quarry workers, and field engineers find
themselves swealing in the tropical sun,
pushing roads through virgin jungle to
provide access to town markets for the
many rural Malavans. Architects work-
ing in PWD are designing and supervis-
ing construction of schools, health clinics,
and community buildings,

Similar work is being done by the
three engincers and surveyors in the
Drainage and  Yrrigation Department.
Their work is directed primarily toward
improvement of farming conditions in
Maluaya, which now must import a large
share of its principal food: rice.

- A, further contribution 1o Malaya’s
farming is being made by three Volun-
teers working in the Ministry of Agricul-
wre. One is a vetlerinarian doing field
treatment of farm animals, while the
other two are working in agricultural-
rescarch stations and experimental farms.

The remaining four Volunteers are
assigned to the Forestry and Agriculture
Departments and are assisting in a fed-
eration-wide soil-and-land-utilization sur-
vey, which will result in a systematic
program of agricultural and forest devel-
opment.

Normally, of course, rural develop-
ment is done in rural areas, but the
Volunteers in Malaya find themselves
in widely diversified living and working
situations. Although a few carry on
most of their work in an air-conditioned
atmosphere, some are leading what must
be considered as the simple life, and a
report depicting such life comes from
an engineer reporting on his new out-
house:

“Worried lest a tidal wave inundate
my lavatory and render it useless, the
platform was designed to give a free-
board of 1 foot 6 inches above the
highest recerded flood level (Jan. 4,
1886), which resulted in a total height
of 38 feet 6% inches above ground
level. To prevent any celd drafts from
striking me amidships at a time when
I would be most vulnerable, and as a
striking example of what can be done
with modern metals, it was decided to
clothe the structure in shiny galvanized
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corrugated melal. The resulting facade
is something that brings a tear 1o the
eye of an engineer, and even an architect
would have to admit that there is some-
thing intrinsically wrong with the design.

“I live in fear that the structure will
be struck by lighting. This might be a
my luck to be in it at the time. As it
is now, the latrine is a landmark, and
planes have been known to circle over
it presumably to get a fix on their bear-
ings or possibly to get aerial photos of
what may look from the air like a rocket
shed.”

. Other Contributions

Although contributions of this sort 1o
Maiaya’s development are only incidental,
other contributions take on a completely
different compiexion. Frequeniiy, Voiun-
teers find themselves on an expensive
construction project, with modern equip-
ment, and what appears to be an efficient
working schedule. But the illusion can
be decetving.

Bob Sherman, training heavy-equip-
ment operators on a road project between
Kuala Lumpur and Ipoh, describes his
situation in the following terms:

“The equipment is pgood: 13 ‘late-



MECHANIZED MOWING comes under the eye of Volunteer Don Yancey of Mudisonl, Ind., shown
here talking to tracter operater on 300C-acre co-operative doiry farm,that Don is helping to
organize at Batu Arang, in the state of Selangor. The farm is planning on o herd of 2000 cows.

model American bulldozers, a nearly
equal number of 20-ton, self-propelled
scrapers {(Tournapulls), three draglines,
and 20 dump trucks. Some of the
operators are good, aiert, and wiiling
to learn. Others might be considered
tazy and unwilling workers. But to judge
them solely by our standards would be
unfair and out of conlext, Malaya has
a tropical climate: things move slowly.

“The problems of weather and terrain
reacted predictably to our efforts. The
human factors yielded to no such easy
formulas. The operators, accustomed to
working under men who had never
operated equipment, had been able 10
employ gimmicks to stop the machines
whenever they wanted a rest. Those in
charge had to take the operators’ word
for all this. The result was that the
operators worked pretty much when,
where, and how they pleased, with only
an occasional interruption when the
engineers could get away from their
busy schedule in the office for a trip 10
the field.

Little Pride in Work
“Manual labor was considered undig-
nified. There was no special pride in a
job well done, and ‘more-money-less-
work’ seemed Lo be the motivating force.
“Anyone attempting 1o accomplish
something in Malaya would have to

reach a decision: he could be a good
Joe and just go along with the system
and perhaps make a few shallow friends
for America, or he could try to help
Malaya help herseif by attempting to
institute new methods and concepts,
taking his chances on perhaps winning
some real friends. Many areas of Malaya
show evidence of really wanting to
develop technically; we were invited here
to help in that development. The deci-
sion was obvious.

“Initially, the operators resented the
fact that I wasn't taken in by their various
gimmicks, T would spend time on each
machine showing trade secrets, but they
soon grew tired, for it took exira effort.
Banyak susah became their favorite reply
to my suggestions. Literally it means
‘much trouble,” but 1 soon: realized it
translated more accurately to' ‘It’s a little
bit harder than easy; therefore vou aren’t
really going to insist that I do it, are
you?

“T tried to offset the lack of incentive
by convincing them 1 would 'recommend
for promotion those who worked hard
and showed improvement, and that good
operators would be able to find jobs after
the Slim River road project was com-

pleted. 1 tried to instill competition and

pride in workmanship by . designating
the ‘Number One Operator of the
Week.’
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“On one exceptionally hot day T offered
to spell off one of the operators. Em-
ploying various short cuts, [ managed to
make two trips to one of each of th
other Fournapuils. The resting operator
studied my actions carefully, and when
he climbed back on, he duplicated my
demonstration. He has been the ‘Number
One Operator’ every week since.”

Bob feels that the decision he made
was the correct one. The “human factor”
was the chailenge and in accepting this
challenge he not only improved the
operation on the job, but won the respect
of his Malayan colleagues,

‘Animal Factor’

Besides the “human factor” the “animal
factor” plays an important role in the
work of some Volunteers. In a country
where fresh milk is almost unheard of,
Volunteer Don Yancey of Madison, Ind,,
is now assisting to establish a 2000-head
dairy farm,

The Peace Corps' only veterinarian in
Malaya, Volunteer Ann Brooke Holt of
Minneapolis, Minn., is kept busy main-
taining the health of farm animals near
Malacca. Another Volunteer, Joannec
Prescott, of Fayetteville, N.Y. described
Broocke's routine:

“Her work is so fascinating . . . 1'd
love to accompany her. Great tales of
sick pigs and goats, old men in Malay
kampongs snorting when she dons her
coveralls, great language battles (no
word for diarrhea in Malaya), lost trips
into the jungle on the motorbike . . .
must be a priceless sight!”

Nearly four-fifths of Malaya is jungle.
Although most Volunteers seldom ven-
ture into this wulr except on hikes or
picnics, the four foresters assigned to
the Forestry and Agriculture Depart-
ments spend a good sharc of their time
in Malaya's forests. They and their
Malayan colleagues study the soils and
irees for a comprehensive land-use plan,

Much Land Tillahle

Although much of the forest is essential
and must be preserved for the timber
tndustry, many acres now covered with
wild undergrowth could support crops
such as oil palm, rubber, and rice. To
systematize the development of this land.
Malaya is surveying its jungles to deter-
mine exactly which portions should be
cleared and which should remain us
timber resources. Volunteeers Duve
Libby of Calais, Me., and Bill Nuil of
Bridgeton, Mo., are surveying soil condi-
tions in Pahang and Johore, two of the
most  densely forested states, while
George Craciun, Indianapolis, Ind., and
Phil Noyce of White Plains, N.Y., are
surveying existing timber stands to deter-
mine their suitability as industrial lumber
resources. Barring any disastrous en-
counters with the local wildlife, they will
have their studies incorporated in the
overall plan.




Progress—at 70 mph

Will Weiss of Reedspert, QOre., is a civil engi-
neer attached to the Public Works Pepartment
in Kuala Lumpur. .

By Will Weiss

On hot summer days back in Portland,
Ore., our engineering office would be-
come almost unbearable, and we would
spend a good deal of time experimenting
with our one fan to bring the maximum
relief 1o the majority of our engineers
and draftsmen, Wiping the sweat from
my slide rule, T often thought, “This
must be how it feels to work in an
underdeveloped, tropical country.”

Today T operate my slide rule in the
cool comfort of a modern, air-condi-
tioned building which houses the Public
Works Department bridge-design office
in Malaya’s capital city, Frequently, when
I step outside into o blast of humid,
tropic heat, T reflect on my Portland
experiences and think, “Wait a minute

which one is reafly the under-
developed country?”

My modern office in Kuala Lumpur is
fairly indicative of the whole PWD
operation in Malaya. Soon after arriving
T could see that in at least one sphere
of activity—transportation development
—Maulaya was rapidly working itself out
of the state of underdevelopedness, and
in fact might have already “arrived”
Eleven of the 112 Volunteers in Malayva
are working on road and bridge con-
struction, and we probably all had a
similar first reaction: “What do they need
me for?”

To begin with, Malaya’s road system
is onc of the finest in Southeast Asia;
apparently government planners have
correcily judged the importance of ade-
quate itransporiation to economic devel-
opment. In only the second year of
ils present Five-Year Development Plan,
PWD has surpassed
its road program, and a road tour around
the country can vividly demonstrate how
this effort is being applied.
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Three Muin Highways

Malaya has three main federal high-
ways: Route 1 up the west coast, Route
2 from the west coast to the east coast,
and Route 3 up the east coast.

As the west coast is the most highly
developed region, Route | is accordingly
the best roud. A motorist can travel
by automobile from Singapore, on the
southern tip, to the Thai frontier on
the north on a continuous, paved, two-
lane highway, with four-lane tributaries
and cloverleaf interchanges in the main

cities. In several places, sharp curves
and hills still plague the motorists, but
corrective work is in process. Signs along
the pavement reporting “2¥2 Per Cent
Rubber Asphalt” or 3 Per Cent Rubber
Asphalt” indicate that tests are under
way to improve even further on the
present road surfacing.

Route 2 crosses the main mountain
range. On this road, nearly every mile
presents some form of construction, from
mere straightening of curves to complete
rerouting of difficult sections.

Route 3, extending vp the beautiful
east coast, is paved except for about 63
miles, with the connecting stretch now
being surfaced or under construction.
On this route six ferries still cross the
rivers emptying into the South China

Sea. Picturesque to the tourist on his
first trip, the ferries cannot accom-
modate present traffic; they soon will be

replaced by bridges, Those parts of the
east couast road subject to flooding from
the yearly monsoons are being raised or
rerouted.

From this description it may appear
that there is little need for the “middle-
level manpower” that Volunteers are
helping 1o provide in the field of trans-

portation. Most of us are, however,
working not on these three main high-
ways, but on the complex of secondary
roads essential to an up-lo-date country.

In terms of these rural roads Malaya
is still in the developing stages. Only
since independence has Malaya attended
to building feeder roads from the main
highways out into rural areas. There,
farmers who lived in isolation and
carried their produce to markets by boat
or bicycle now are being provided with
paved roads.

Rural roads will account for nearly
half of the budgeted road funds in the
current Five-Year Plan: the equivalent
of $63 million. Spending of this size
does not, however, reveal that Malaya,
like most developing countries, is “still
short of road surveyors, engineers, and
equipment opcrators. Tt is this tem-
porary shortage, of course, that Volun-
teers are attempting to relieve.

Design Standards High

If the standard of highway construc-
tion in Malaya is well-developed, the
standards of engineering design are
equally so. The Malayan engineers with
whom I work-—Chinese, Indian, and
Malay——are all educated in accredited
institutions, many of them in Australia
or the United Kingdom through Malaya's
many Commonwealth scholarship pro-
grams. In general, they are voung and
have a limited amount of professional
experience, but they are ambitious and
eager.

The bridges we are designing are made

AMATEUR DRIVERS pull a smile from Volunteer Bob Burns of Llincoln, MNeb., as they play of
operating a tractor at work on Trans-Perak Irrigation Scheme, which Bob is helping fo engineer,
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not of bamboo or timber, as I had
casually suspected before entering the
Peace Corps, but are of steel and con-
crete, principally the latter since it is
generally more economical and easier io
maintain in this climate, than is steel.

Bridges, like roads, are designed for
normal British-standard traffic load-
ings, for speeds up to 70 mph, (a trip
by taxi through Malaya proves the
need for this design-speed criterion).

Besides several small bridges, my
major achievement to date has becen the
design of a 200-foot steel-and-reinforced-
concrete bridge on the highway over
the Bentong River, about 50 miles from
the capital city. The timber bridge at
that location was the victim of a flood
about a year ago. Upstream from it
were several smaller, wooden bridpges.
In an unusually large storm one of the
upper footbridges gave way, and the
debris from it struck the next bridge
down the river, taking it along with
the flood. The additional timbers racing
down the stream took the next bridge,
and so on until by the time the whole
pile got to the main highway bridge, it
was doomed. In ail, seven bridges and
footbridges were lost,

So back in my air-conditioned office
I now am putting the finishing touches
on the design of an overpass for a
highway leading to Malaya’s new $4
million international airport. This is a
far cry from bamboo foot-bridges, to be
sure, but it is development, and the
kind of development that will lead to
improved living conditions for more
people. This is the Peace Corps objective,
grass huts or not.

Asia Study Center
To Open in lllinois

This fall Northern IHincis University
will open its Center for Scutheast Asian
Studies and Training, designed to cons
solidate and develop all NIU academic,
research, and training programs dealing
with Southeast Asian affairs.

Planning for the center was under way

}\pfnlp Il'vl firct Mcﬂn\ln Peace Corps train-
menrst M £ace rps train

ing program at NIU in the fall of 1961.
But experience with Peace Corps train-
ing {all three groups of Volunteers in
Malaya receivéed training at NIU), the
presence at NIU of Malayans as visting
lecturers, and the participation of NIU
faculty in the overseas training of Volun-
teers and administration of Peace Corps
programs has influenced planning for the
center.

The center and Peace Corps fraining at
NIU both reflect a growing awareness
in the Midwest of Asia and its imporiance
to the U.S. More and more, public
schools are requesting NIU assistance in
developing curricula and teacher-training
programs relating to Asia.

ALIGNMENT ASSIGNMENT finds Volunteer Bob Rourke using instrument to determine proper

plocement of plies for lorge aqueducs.

The project is part of the Krian Irrigation Scheme,

a program to increase the water supply to 60,000 acres of rice land in northwestern Molaya.

The :Kapala and I

Robert Rourke of New Haven, Conn,, is o civil
engineer working for the Drainage and Irri-
gation Department ot Bogen Seroi, in the
state of Perak.

|
By Robert Rourke;

I have always considered ‘Malaya a
country of contrasts as far as Peace Corps
Volunteer assignments are concerned,
and this opinion was substantiated when
I was transferred from my air- condluoned
office in Malaya’s capital, Kua[a Lumpur,
o a new assignment with thé Drainage
and Irrigation Department. In trave]lmg
200 miles to assume superwlsmn of a
construction project, I exchanged the
bright lights of a cosmopotitan city for
the feeble 60-wait glow prodiuced by a
portable generator, cily noises for peace
and solitude, and city living for a Spartan
way of life. i

The construction project is. an hour's
boat trip upriver from the main road,
and as the river is the only practicable
access roule to the site, all 'equipment

and supplies must be brought in on
barges. i
The construction project is a $1.5

million 450-foot-long reinforced-concrete
flume that is part of a larger scheme
to increase the water supply to 60,000
acres of irrigated rice land. This in-
creased supply will permit double-crop-
ping, or the growing during the dry
season of the year's second crop of rice.
This expansion scheme is in'turn part
of a larger scheme to make Malaya self-
sufficient in rice production, éliminating
the drain on the economy caused by
importing rice. ‘

My house, provided by DID is a
modest two-room timber struclure built
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right on the construction site, and is
surrounded by the houses of the Malay
rice farmers. The house was built in
typical Malay fashion: the main portion
of the house raised on stilts and an at-
tached kiwchea built on ground level
The carpenters who built the house were
faithful to the 1radition that spaces
should be left beiween floor planks to
ailow cool breezes to enter. The breezes
coming up through the floor, however,
catried thousands of mosquitoes that
made my life difficult outside the con-
fines of a mosquito net. With a mumble
of apology to Malay tradition, T covered
the floor with straw mats.

My food is provided by the contractor
and is identical to that served 1o the
laborers, namely, curried rice and fish.
The food is substantial, but the people
are amazed that I have stood up so well
under a diet so drastically different from
American food, which I have described
to them in great detail in moments of
weakness and under the ui‘gings of a
desire for a thick, juicy steak.

Because of the proximity of my house
to the village, 1 have an excellent op-
portunity to meet and asscciate with the
villagers. Afier the initial stares and
open speculation as to whether I could
stick it out longer than a week, the
villagers have come to accept me as a
unique, but not undesirable, member of
the community, and I have made several
warm and sincerc friendships.

One fellow, upon discovering that I
was an American, took me 10 his house
to see his “American” clock. The clock
was of the small-scale grandfather, or
grandmother, type and had American




wrilten in large, gilt letters on the lower
glass door. On closer inspection T noticed
the words “Made in Japan™ printed in
fine letters on the face. This was a fact
I revealed 1o the owner only after the
clock stopped running and he began to
doubt the reliability of American goods.

As 1 am the only English-speaking
person for 10 miles around, 1 have had
to make great strides in learning the
Malay Ilanguage, which is the ! lingua
franca among the Chinese and Indian
laborers. Tn my first few weeks here,
my ineptness in Malay was taken ad-
vantage of, by the contractor’s kapala,
or foreman. The kapala is a veteran
of 25 years in construction and not
exactly the type of person who takes
kindly to someone half his age dictating
construction practices to him. He was
even less impressed by my being an
American, for he had visited the States
as a merchant seaman. (As a sailor, he
had acquired a salty vocabulary of in-
vective that impressed me by the sheer
sound and seemed to scare the laborers

who could understand his Cantonese
dislact.)
To this man of such varied and

cosmapolitan experiences, it seemed only
natural that my appearance on the scene
should have little effect on his construc-
tion methods, He seized the opportunity
that my feeble Malay vocabulary pre-
sented, and pleaded lack of comprehen-
sion to any suggestions or objections
I had to his way of doing things. We
whiled away many pleasant hours of
conversation consisting of violent sign
language ancl pictures in the sand.

As my Mulay pro-
gressed to the point where it was no

conversational

longer punctuated by vigorous head-
shaking or grunts of displeasure, the
kapala decided that positive action was
needed to remove the restrictions that
my presence created. Nothing ‘seemed
more logical, to this logical man, than
simply to deny my existence, thereby
ridding himself of a conscicnce per-
sonified. Thus for several’ days my ap-
proaching the kapala was the signal for
his departure, So effective was he in not
sceing me that T soon found myself
pinching my flesh to see if I were real,
or suddenly presenting myself in front
of an unsuspecting laborer to see if he
would walk through me.

There is no telling what prolonged
effect this treatment would have had on
me were it not for the day 1 trapped
the kapale out on a narrow plank over
an open excavation. When he glimpsed
me inching my way toward him, the
kapala, forgetting where he was, turned
quickly, lost his balance, and fell 12
feet to land in soft clay slime. Whether
it was because 1 was one of the first
to help him out of the pit, uninjured.
or simply because, while failing, the sins
of his life had flashed before him, 1
shall never know., A1l any rate, from
that day on, the kapala's treatment of
me softened considerably and almost ap-
proached friendship.

After that, whenever 1 reproached him
for some matter, such as too much
water in the concrete, his face would
take on the look of a boy caught steal-
ing cookies. Upon offering me an
apology, he would turn to the laborers
and unleash upon them a torrent of abuse
(the of which I coul only
imagine) for having done exactly what

import
import

LAYING GROUNDWORK for an aqueduct, which will be the largest single structure ever built
by Malaya's Drainage and Irrigation Department, is Peace Corps civil engineer Bob Rourke,
The aqueduct will allow double-cropping of thousands of acres of padi land in the state of Perak,

VET 4T

he had told them to do. T soon learned
to make my corrections to the laborers
directly, in return for which 1 got a
prompt correction of ihe fault and a
happy smile for having spared them the
barb of the kapala’s tongue.

As the Chinese New Year approached,
the kapale spurred the workers to a
frenzy of activity. As the kapala was
to receive a fixed price for every cubic
vard of concrete placed in the structure,
and as Chinese Mew Year is the tradi-
tional time for the setiling of debis, the
kapala was eager to present the biggest
possible bill to the contractor. In order
to put in as many working hours as
possible, he decided to begin the day's
tabor at 7 a.m. Realizing that 1 was
atready spending more hours on the job
each day than 1 would be expectied to
under government office practice, the
kapala was reluctant to ask me to start
still another hour earlier. Thus bcgan
his campaign to insurc that 1 arose an
hour earlier—through no fault of his,

The first evening that the generntor
was turned off at §8:30, I shrugged and
stumbled around in the dark to crawl
into bed beneath the mosquito net. When
the practice was repeated on the second
and third nights, [ realized that the
kapale had decided that early to bed
meant early to rise. | retaliated on the
fourth night by firing up a kcrosene
lantern that 1 had requisitioned from
the DID that day.

The next morning I was awakened by
the thundering crash of a tree falling
right next to my house. This, the kapalu
explained through my haze of sleep.
was necessary to clcar the site for the
badminton court that he was going to
build for me. So it went, each morning
I was awakened an hour early by some
sound or event that was always glibly
explained away by the kapala.

On the last day of work before the
laborers left to celebrate the New Year,
the kapala unearthed his ace. That
morning I was tumbled from my bed
by such a rumbling and shaking of the
house that I felt sure it had fallen off
its stilts. T rushed to the door only to
be greeted by the smiling face of the
kapala who explained that after observing
my work with the villagers on malaria
control, he thought it wise to dispatch
a bulldozer 1o level and fill any iow
ground around my house that might pos-
sibly collect water and furnish a breed-
ing place for mosquitoes.

With a sigh of relief I saw the
laborers and the kapala off on the boat
that day. My relief turned to guilt when
the boat returned several hours later with
a huge box of groceries and a dozen
bottles of beer, all a gift of the Lapala.
This simple gesture made my whole
experience worthwhile and helped me
to realize that I will miss Malaya—and
perhaps even the kapalo—when my tour
of duty is completed.



Northern Somalia Report

(Continued from page 8)

{Seattle, Wash.), who have taught adult
language courses. have found large num-
bers of eager students,

Not long ago, when my wife and 1
stopped at the wvillage police station
in Gebileh to send a telegram, we
found clementary-level English textbooks
stacked neatly next to the duty officer’s
lunch, An off-duty officer was poring over
the Oxford English Reader 11, a stand-
ard textbook for the fourth grade.

Despite this kind of diligence, pro-
ficiency in English is still a long way
from the goals the Somalis have set for
themselves, and language is still a major
barrier in the classroom. Before science
or math teachers can teach their own
subjects, they must spend time teaching
English, Another complicating factor is
that, in this Muslim country students are
requircd to lcarn Arabic at the same
time they are learning English.

Girls’ Schoeol Started

In our several months here we have
alrendy seen innovations which will, in
time, help expand educational facilities
here. My wife, Marsa Rabinowitz Laird,
and Emitie Smith {(Winston-Salem, N.C.),
who are teaching at the Girls’ Tntermedi-
ate School in Hargeisa, together with
Volunicers Ruth Evans (Waco, Tex.)
and Phil Michael (Vermillion, S.D.)
working in their spare time, helped
create the first girls’ secondary school
in the Northern Region. This is a his-
toric first in a country which has tradi-
tionally focused its attention on the edu-
cation of boys.

Volunteers have started a number of
extracurricular projects and clubs. Bob
Kalian (Yonkers, M.Y.) has started a
newspaper in Sheikh, as have John
Bayer (San Jose, Cal}, Greg Smith
{Kingsport, Tenn.), and Dave Dalcanton
(Canonsburg, Pa.) in Dayaha.

Eddie Archer (New York City) has
begun o science ciub in Hargeisa, and
classes in singing and dancing are under
wiy in Burao conducted by Nancy

Barnes (St. Elmo, M), Maryl Levine
(Pittsburgh, Pa.), Jan Schomaker (North
Street, Mich.), and Carole Watson
(Minneapolis, Minn.).

Many of us work in school sports
programs. Scouting is a popular extra-
curricular activity, and Volunteers acting
as scouimasters have taken their troops
on several long trips in this region.

Paetry Contest

The English teachers, under Larry
Bourassa, institited a poetry-reading
contest in  which students from the

entire region competed. The Volunteers
hope to make an annual event of the
contest, the first nonathletic competition
in which schools from the entire region
participated

The name “Peace Corps” seems to
have very little meaning to Somalis. To
most of them, the 41 Voluntéers here
are simply “the Americans who have
come to help us,” They do not care who
sent us: they are just pleased that we
came.

The warm fecling we met on our
arrival last July seems to have faded
very little, and strangers still stop us
on the streets to thank us for having
come. There are, of course, a number of
Somalis who are not grateful we are

here. On one occasion an energelic young
man in downtown Hargeisa managed to
accost five Volunteers in as many min-
utes to tell them they were not welcome
and should go home.

But, kindness and friendship more than
offset this kind of incident. For example,
science teacher Paul Postlewait of Costa
Mesa, Cal,, regularly walks the mile and
a half between his school and the vil-
lage of Gebileh, where he lives. Walking
home on the last day of the school term
in November, he found the villagers wait-
ing for him. One of the elders read a
speech thanking Paul for his tecaching
and then presented him with a gift
especially cherished here: two cans of
pineapple juice.

Variety of Experiences

All of us have found a variety of
experiences here: some new and ex-
hilaraiing; some trying and cven depress-
ing. But it is probably true that every-
thing has been instructive. Often we
learn from unexpected sources. For ex-
ample not long ago my confidence in
my own knowledge of Engilsh was badly
shaken by an attentive student.

1 was describing to some boys the
rudiments of boxing, and I explained
that matches are held in a boxing ring,
a square area about 20 feet on a side.
Immediately one of the boys asked. “If
it's square, why do you call it a ‘ring'?"

I stili don’t know the answer.

Students, Teachers From 50 Schools
Meet for Peace Corps Conference

More than 200 studenis and teachers
representing 50 schools in and near Phila-
delphia attended an all-day conference
Mar. 16 on "High School Students and
the Peace Corps.”

"The conference, held at the Baldwin
School, Bryn Mawr, was co-sponsored by
Baldwin's Contemporary Society and by
ihe School Activilies Commitiee of ihe
Philadelphia Area Peace Corps Service
Organization.

Speakers included a panel of graduate
students from non-Western nations; three
trainees from the Peace Corps Liberia
program at Lincoln University; Miss
Sheila Weinberg, chairman of the coun-

try’s longest-established high-school Peace
Corps Club (at Prospect Heights High
School, Brooklyn, N.Y.}; David Rogers,
author of the play, The Peace Corps
Girls; Stephen Kahn, author of the book,
The Top Teens; relatives of Volunteers,
and Peace Corps officials. The meeting
focussed on preparation for future op-
portunities in the Peace Corps as weli
as on steps that students can take now
to aid overseas Volunteers.

Educators or community leaders in-
terested in sponsoring similar conferences
of students and teachers may write the
Peace Corps Community Relations Sec-
tion, Washington 23, D.C.
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