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About the Cover...

The top photo is the Class of 1968
of Ghanaian Sarpei Nunoo (first row
standing, seventh from left) with
their Peace Corps teacher, George
Gearhard (seated right).
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The lower photo shows Ghana 1 Vol-
unteers at the presidential palace
with then President Nkrumah (cen-
ter) just prior to their return to the
United States. Other dignitaries pic-
tured are Ghana Cabinet Ministers
Kojo Botsio, Foreign Affairs;
Dowouna-Hammond, Education;
B.A. Brown, Chief Education Offi-
cer and American Ambassador
William Mahoney.

Worthwhile?
You Bet!

Are you really making a ditfer-
ence? You bet you are!

A few months ago, the Times re-
ceived a letter from Ghanaian Sarpei
Nunoo, now employed with the
United States Information Service in
Ghana, which mentioned he had
had a Peace Corps teacher. Now, 20
years after the fact, Mr. Nunoo has
graciously shared with us his school
photo and some thoughts about his
Peace Corps teacher and friend.

“In 1966 PCV George Gearhard
taught at West Africa Secondary
School. I was 13 at the time. He was
very friendly and had time for
everybody at any time. He was really
devoted to his work ... made certain
everyone understood and worried
when his students did not get the
lesson. He took a personal interest in
me because I had problems with
math. He would ask if 1 had fol-
lowed the lesson ... if I didn’t he
would go over it again.

Periodically, he would give tests
and would always try to help us do
well. If we did, he was pleased. If
not, he would find out the problem
and would give us extra help.”

After Mr. Gearhard left Ghana,
he wrote to me often. He contrib-
uted greatly to our education be-
cause when you meet someone dedi-
cated to his work, it makes you want
to do well.”
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Director Ruppe visits with PCV Mary Ann Lotscher in 1981 at her womens' potlery cooperative in
Kpalime.

In this our 25th Anniversary year,
much has been written about the be-
ginnings of Peace Corps and about
its effects. Probably no one could or
will ever say it better than Hubert
Humphrey, the late Vice President
and Senator from Minnesota. |
quote from his memoir, “The Edu-
cation ol a Public Man.”

“I introduced the first Peace Corps bill
in 1957, It did not meet with much en-
thusiasm. Some traditional diplomats

quaked at the thought of thousands of

young Americans scatlered across their
world. Many senators, mcluding liberal
ones, thought it a silly and unworkable
idea. Now, with a young President
wrging its passage, it became possible and
we pushed it vapidly through the Senate.
It is fashionable now to suggest that
Peace Corps volunteers gaimed as much
or more, from their experience as the
countries where they worked. That may be
trie, but it ought not to demean their
work. They touched many lives and made
them better. Critics ask what visible last-
ing effects there are, as if care, concern,
love, help can be measured in concrete
and steel or dollars or ergs. Education,
whether in mathemalics, language,
health, nutrition, farm techniques, or
peaceful coexistence, may not always be
visible, but the effects endure.”

I will not attempt to improve upon
Mr. Humphrey’s words, but I would
like to add a few of my own. The
proof of these lasting effects is that
Peace Corps is still around and is a
vital as ever. Rest assured that the

effects of your Volunteer service will
also endure.
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The Peace Corps Times is published
by the Peace Corps, Washington,
D.C. 20526.

The views expressed in Peace
Corps Times are those of the indi-
vidual writers and do not necessa-
rily represent the official position
of the Peace Corps. The Director
has determined publication of this
periodical is necessary in the
transaction of the public business.
Use of funds for printing this pe-
riodical has been approved by the
Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget.






































































