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Proud to make a difference 



A ~ O U ~  the Cover . . . From the Director 
T h e  top photo is the Class of 1968 
of Ghanaian Sarpei Nunoo (first row 
s tanding ,  seventh f rom left) with 
their Peace Corps teacher ,  George 
Gearhard (seated right). 

T h e  lower photo shows Ghana 1 Vol- 
un teers  a t  the  presiclential palace 
with then Presiclent Nkrumah (cen- 
ter) just prior to their return to the 
United States. Other dignitaries pic- 
tured a re  Ghana Cabinet Ministers 
Kojo Botsio, Foreign Affairs; 
D O W O L I I I ~ - H ~ I I I I I I O I I ~ ,  Educat ion;  
B.A. Brown, Chief Education Of'fi- 
cer  ancl American Ambassador 
William Mahoney. 

Worthwhile? 
You Bet! 

Are you really making a differ-  
ence? You bet you are! 

A few months ago, the Times re- 
ceived a letter from Ghanaian Sarpei 
Nunoo,  now e ~ n p l o y e d  with t he  
United States Information Service in 
Ghana ,  which ment ioned  h e  had  
had a Peace Corps teacher. Now, 20 
years after the fact, Mr. Nunoo has 
graciously shared with us his school 
photo and some thoughts about his 
Peace Corps teacher and friend. 

"In 1966 PCV George Gearhard  
taught  a t  West Africa Secondary 
School. I was 13 at the time. He was 
very friendly a n d  had  time for  
everybody at any time. He was really 
devoted to his work . . . made certaln 
everyone ~ ~ n d e r s t o o d  and  worried 
when his s tudents  dicl no t  ge t  the  
lesson. He took a personal interest in 
me because I had  problems with 
math .  H e  would ask if 1 had  fol- 
lowed the  lesson . . . if 1 d idn ' t  he  
would go over it  again. 

Periodically, he would give tests 
and would always try to help us d o  
well. If we d i d ,  he  was pleased. If  
not, he would find out the problem 
and would give us extra help." 

After  Mr. Gea rha rd  left Ghana ,  
he  wrote to  me o f t en .  H e  contrib- 
uted greatly to  o u r  educat ion be- 
cause when you meet someone dedi- 
cated to his work, it makes you want 
to do  well." 

Ilirector li?~f)/)e ulsits willi PCV Mary Axrr I,o~,seI~er irl 198 I (11 111.r 7c1o,trerr.s' pottoy cctojer(~liuc! irr 
Kjc~lime. 

In this our  25th Anniversary year. elf'ects of' YOLII- Volunteer sc~.\lice t\~ill 
much has been writccn about the bc- also enclurc. 
ginnings ol' Peace Corps ancl about 
its effects. I'robably no one could or  
will ever say it bet ter  than  Hube r t  
Humphrey,  the latc Vice President 
ancl Senator  f rom Minnesota.  I 
quote from his memoir, "7fhe Eclu- 
cation ol a P ~ ~ b l i c  Man." 

" I  i7rt1.orluced tl~,e/i',:st Pettce Corps bill 
171 1957 .  It (lid ,t,o/ rtreet zuith lt~zrclt err- 
tl~.rt.sirr.s~r~. S o n ~ e  t~.crdilio~rrcrl (liplo,rr~crt.s 
qzrcrked c ~ t  the tl~~orcglrt of  tho1rscr.7td.s of  
y o u ~ r g  A~rrericci,rrs sccrttered rrcross tlr.eir 
ruorld. M ~ 7 y  se7tcrto~s, i,rtclrrdi,r~,g libercrl 
o,res, tlrorrgl~~t it tt silly a7rd ~nrruorkaOk(! 
irlett. N o w ,  zuitlr, (1, yoz1,7rg P r e s i d e ~ r l  
~crgi,ttg its /trrs.snge, it becn~rte possible rr~rtl 
me pu~sltetl it rctpidlv t1~roz~glt Ill,(! Sentl.le. 
It is f(1,sIr.io7trrble ;~oru t o  suggest  thcrt 
Petrce Cor/)s vo11ttrteer.s gcrh~ed (IS ~ I I Z I C I I ,  
or more ,  f'ro~rti the i r  experie,rrce (1s tire 
corottries zulrere t h y  zuorkerl. 7'1t(tt mn.y be 
Inte, b z ~ l  bt o z ~ g / t t  71,o1 t o  ( ie .~~.e(~,rz  lliei). 
zuo,r/<. T1r.e~ tlozcched ,rrrtrrry liv(!s (cr,rrd rtr t ~ d e  
therr~, better. Critics cr.slt ruhat vixible lrrst- 
ing  effects titere (/,,re, cis ~ f '  ccr.re, co7~cer.11, 
love,  help c a n  be ~rteas,lo.etl % , I L  colrcrete 
alrrl steel or dollct~s or ergs. Erlzrccrtio,t, 
zuhetker irr rntrthenrt~tic.v, lartgzcccge, 
Ir.enlth, ~tut,t-itio,tr, fir.r?rr tech,~~iqzces ,  or. 
pettcefz~l coexistelice, ~rtcrjl  rot rrlrocrj,~ 10o 
vi.vible, br~l  tire effects e n d ~ ~ m . "  

I will not attempt to improve upon 
Mr. Humphrey's words, but 1 would 
like to aclcl a few of my own. T h e  
proof of these lasting effects is that 
Peace Corps is still around and is a 
vital as ever.  Rest ;~ssurecl that  the  
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T h e  views expressed  in P t r ~ c e  
Corps Tinles are those of the indi- 
vidual writers and d o  not necessa- 
rily represent the official position 
of the I'eace Corps. T h e  Director 
has determined publication of this 
periodical is necessary in t he  
transaction of the public business. 
Use of funds for printing this pe- 
riodical has been approved by the 
Director of the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget. 














































