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The Three Peace Corps Goals

To help the people of interested countries and areas in
meeting their needs for trained personpower.

To help'promote a better understanding of Americans
on the part of the peoples served.

To help promote a better understanding of other
peoples on the part of Americans.

TODAY’S PEACE CORPS

Over 6,000 Peace Corps Volunteers are working on grassroots, self-help development projects in
63 nations around the world.

Peace Corps’ overseas operations are administered through the three regions: the 23 nations of
sub-Saharan Africa; the 19 Central and South American and Caribbean nations comprising
Inter-America, and the 18 nations in North Africa, the Near East, Asia and the Pacific, or

NANEAP.
Africa Inter-America NANEAP
56 Benin 146 Eastern Caribbean 4 Cook Islands
130 Botswana Anguilla - 134 Fiji
91 Burkina Faso Antigua 15 Kiribati
15 Burundi Barbados 75 Micronesia
156 Cameroon Dominica ' 125 Morocco
84 Central African Republic Grenada 231 Nepal
84 Gabon Montserrat 44 Papua New Guinea
57 The Gambia St. Kitts/Nevis 399 Philippines
70 Ghana : St. Lucia 15 Seychelles
2 Guinea ~ St. Vincent/Grenadines 47 Solomon Islands
355 Kenya 176 Belize 27 Sri Lanka
73 Lesotho 233 Costa Rica 5 Sudan
204 Liberia 158 Dominican Republic 213 Thailand
73 Malawi Turks/Caicos 30 Tonga
86 Mali 258 Ecuador 120 Tunisia
69 Mauritania 183 Guatemala 2 Tuvalu
147 Niger 51 Haiti 77 Western Samoa
6 Rwanda 379 Honduras 48 Yemen
104 Senegal 167 Jamaica
208 Sierra Leone 132 Paraguay

131 Swaziland
100 Tanzania
108 Togo
274 Zaire
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From the Director

It has been a privilege for me to serve as your Direc-
tor for the past 4'% years; it has been, and continues to
be, a time rich with opportunity for American goodwill
and humanitarianism. Now, as we celebrate 25 years of
this agency’s existence, we are also celebrating a joyful
renaissance of the powerful spirit of American volunta-
rism that, as President Reagan has said, “runs through
this nation like a mighty river.”

Peace Corps, started by a Democrat in the 1960s, and
revitalized by a Republican in the 1980s—is still criti-
cally needed, now more than ever. You Volunteers,
and your host country friends and colleagues, know
best of the unparalleled impact of Peace Corps abroad.
During our 25th anniversary year, I will be taking the
story of Peace Corps to your countrymen as well, trav-
eling to more than 30 American cities in a series of
symposiums designed to involve the average American
with the needs and concerns of the developing world.

Like many anniversaries, our 25th year is an optimal
focal point to discuss the future of Peace Corps. I see a
future where we actively pursue collaborative opportu-
nities with other U.S. and foreign donors; where
USAID, PVOs, and other international volunteer
agencies will play an even greater role in our training

“and programming. 1 see new grassroots technologies,

and breakthroughs in research and development that
will be carried into the field by Peace Corps Volun-
teers. 1 see pathways cleared toward establishing “sis-
ter” relationships between universities throughout the
world with American institutions to share new ideas in
the realm of development.

It will take more than our 25 years of experience,
however, to mold the future. It will take a certain
amount of what has always been necessary for lasting
change—creative spirit. Creativity met the challenge of
Kennedy's generation by providing the Peace Corps in
1961; let us, in the 1980s, answer the challenge to free
the world from poverty, illiteracy, hunger and disease
by bringing not only our experience, but our fullest
creative efforts, to bear on these enemies of peace. And
let us have a truly memorable silver anniversary
throughout our country and around the world.

Loret Miller Ruppe
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Yesterday

On October 14, 1960, just 24 days
before he was elected President,
John F. Kennedy issued a challenge
to the students gathered to greet
him at the University of Michigan in
Ann Arbor. At the end of a long day
of traveling and campaign appear-
ances, he asked how many of them
would be willing to forego their ac-
customed lifestyle and spend two
years in a developing country work-
ing to “help people help them-
selves.” Twenty-five years later,
nearly 120,000 Americans have
done just that in 92 developing na-
tions throughout the world.

First established by executive or-
der on March 1, 1961, and subse-
quently approved by Congress by
passage of the Peace Corps Act in
September of that same year, the
Peace Corps’ first Volunteers left for
Ghana to teach in secondary schools
on August 30, 1961. Soon after, Vol-
unteers arrived in Colombia and
Tanganyika (now Tanzania), and by
year’s end, programs had been es-
tablished in Chile, Nigeria, Pakistan,
the Philippines, and St. Lucia
bringing the total number of Volun-

John F. Kennedy proposes me establishment of the Peace Corp; during a Presidential campaign
speech at 2 a.m., October 14, 1960, on the steps of the Michigan Union at the Universily of

Michigan.
teers placed in the Peace Corps’ first
year to 864.

Volunteers working in the areas of
agriculture, health and nutrition,
forestry and fisheries were soon

~

Ann Arbor News

joining the ranks of their fellows in

<~

education and by 1966, the agency
reached a peak of over 15,000 Vol-
unteers in its ranks. By the end of
the 19605, Volunteers had been

wE

The first Peace Corps Vuiun!eers, on Hmr way to Ghana, gel a Presidential smrf off from Prmden! Kpm:edv at the White House in August,
1961.
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Today And Tomorrow

placed in 63 countries.

In 1971, the agency was placed
under the umbrella of ACTION un-
til 1981 when President Reagan
signed legislation to re-establish its
independence. During the 70s, there
was continued diversification in the
programs being established and, in
1974, Peace Corps entered its 69th
country. .

"Now in the 1980s, new environ-
mental and economic conditions
have prompted the development of
programs to address special needs.
The Africa Food Systems Initiative
(planned for Lesotho, Mali, Niger,
and Lesotho) is a systems approach
to increasing food production. Ad-
dressing the need for teacher train-
ing, literacy, small business develop-
ment, housing and health in the
countries of Belize, Guatemala,
Honduras and Costa Rica, is the
plan for the Initiative for Central
America. And the Caribbean Basin
Initiative (Dominican Republic, East-
ern Caribbean, Haiti and Jamaica) is
a major attempt to stimulate job-
creating small enterprises.

Peace Corps and its Volunteers

President Ronald Reagan, flanked by Vice P

resident George Bush and Peace Corps Director

has changed during this quarter cen-
tury. In its “formative” years, well
over half of the agency’s Volunteers
were considered to be “generalists”
while that statistic in 1984 has fallen
to 45 percent. In addition, the aver-
age age of Volunteers has risen from
25 to 28 due to the demographic
change in the U.S. and a desire to
include more “over 50” Americans
among the Peace Corps’ ranks. Espe-
cially in developing countries, these
older Volunteers are revered for
their wealth of experience.

What does the future bring? In
addition to the initiatives previously
mentioned, plans are being formu-
lated to enter several additional
countries. During the agency’s 25th
year, the Africa region will place
Volunteers in its 25th country. Pro-
grams in agriculture extension, for-
estry and English as a foreign lan-
guage were established this past fall
in the Republic of Guinea. Entrance
early in 1986 is anticipated for Equa-
torial Guinea (the only Spanish-
speaking country in Africa) with
programs being discussed in agricul-
ture extension and agriculture coop-

teers bound for Africa in Rose Garden ceremonies in May, 1985.
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Loret Miller Ruppe, greet another group of Volun-
White House Photo

erative education. The Inter-
American region is considering two
countries for re-entry, Brazil
(1962-1981) and Panama
(1963-1971), while NANEAP is dis-
cussing a possible program being es-
tablished in the Maldives, an island
chain off the southwest coast of In-
dia. Concerned about the affect out-
siders would have on the people of
their outlying islands, the Maldives’
government prohibits travel off the
main island by tourists and volun-
teers. However, due to its solid repu-
tation for being sympathetic to other
cultures and working with the resi-
dents in their own environments, the
Peace Corps is being seriously con-
sidered for placement on these out-
lying islands.

The Peace Corps has gone far in
helping the people of the developing
countries to better their personal
and community lives, but there is
still much to be done. An even more
productive second 25 years is being
anxiously awaited and anticipated by
the staff, Volunteers, and people of
both the United States and the na-
tions in which help is needed.
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Proud To Make A Difference,

On Oct. 7, on the steps of the
Union at the University of Michigan
where it all started, Peace Corps be-
gan a year-long celebration of its
25th Anniversary. Before a spirited
crowd, Vice President George Bush
gave the major address for the offi-
cial anniversary ceremony.

Volunteers by saying, “They’'ve
helped eliminate malaria in
Thailand, smallpox in Ethopia, tu-
berculosis in Bolivia and Malawi;
they've taught more than 5 million
children and they’ve won the hearts
of the world.

“The Peace Corps is 25 today, but

They've helped eliminate malaria in Thailand, smallpox in Ethopra, tu-
berculosis in Bolivia and Malaw; they've taught more than 5 million
children and they've won the hearts of the world.

The Vice President began by re-
marking that a proposal in a speech
made by John F. Kennedy 25 years
ago had become a “show of goodwill
and caring of people for people un-
like any country had ever

undertaken before.”
He went on to praise Peace Corps

" Y .
o A j— L
i o

I believe its most exciting days are
yet to come. And everyone who
knows the Peace Corps can feel it.”

Bush, who toured several Peace
Corps sites in Africa this spring
spoke about the Africa Foods Sys-
tems Initiative. The challenge to
Peace Corps may be even greater to-

i

day because of the drought causing
a severe decline in food production
in Africa.

“But for the next 10 years, Peace
Corps will be working with African
farmers on the nitty-gritty of
turning that around. Soil erosion,
water control, better seeds, as well as
better ways to store crops and to get
them to market—the Peace Corps

.will tackle all these things.”

During the ceremony Peace Corps
Director Loret Ruppe called for a
moment of silence in tribute to the
198 Volunteers who died in Peace
Corps service. She said, “They work
on the real enemies of the
people—illiteracy, disease, poverty
and hunger. These are the real vil-
lans of peace.”

Vice President George Bush delivers address at the 25th Anniversary ceremonies at the Michigan Union.
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Peace Corps At 25

HERE AT 2:00 a.m. ON OCTOBER 14, 1960,
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY FIRST DEFINED THE
PEACE CORPS. HE STOOD AT THE PLACE MARKED
BY THE MEDALLION AND WAS CHEERED BY A LARGE
AND ENTHUSIASTIC STUDENT AUDIENCE FOR THE

HOPE AND PROMISE HIS IDEA GAVE THE WORLD.

Symposium

The anniversary ceremonies were part of a two-day
event featuring a symposium, “America’s Role in
Africa’s Development: Past and Future,” sponsored
jointly with the University of Michigan. A host of ex-
perts on Africa’s economic and political development
from the international community presented papers
and served on panels.

The conference was chaired by Michigan’s Associate
Vice President for Academic Affairs Niara Sudarkasa.
Major addresses were given by Harold Shapiro, Presi-
dent of the University of Michigan; OAU Ambassador
to the United Nations, Oumarou Garba Youssoufou;
H.M.A. Onitiri, Special Advisor to the United Nations
Development Program; Peace Corps Director Loret
Ruppe and the first Peace Corps Director Sargent
Shriver.

The first topic of the symposium was, “Understand-
ing U.S. Interests in Africa,” presented by Robin
Barlow, Elliot Berg, Herschelle Challenor and Elliott
Skinner.

The luncheon speaker was the first Peace Corps Di-
rector and brother-in-law of President John F.
Kennedy, Sargent Shriver.

Shriver said, “We are gathered to commemorate a
unique occasion in American history, that occasion
when, for the first time an American President pro-
posed to put -the full strength of our government be-
hind a voluntary movement of free men and women

dedicated to the pursuit of peace. Many nations in hu-
man history have undertaken many tasks, many have
boasted about their economic power and military victo-
ries. But none has ever put its prestige and money into
so sustained an effort to seek peace through education
work and service to others performed by its own citi-
zens volunteering for that service.

“The success of the Peace Corps is proof that moral
vision coupled with perseverance and courage can
overcome great obstacles. The present state of the
Peace Corps is good. Its chances for future growth and
progress are better than they have been for many
years.

“The Peace Corps was specifically designed to an-
swer Kennedy's challenge. Its nature was peaceful. Its
nature was to call upon all Americans to serve overseas
for at least two years and to serve at home for the rest
of their lives. Service at home, according to the Peace
Corps Act, involved teaching and telling our fellow
Americans about the realities of the Third World ...

- and about its hopes for the future.”

Shriver then spoke about the Third Goal and service
at home and called upon RPCVs to continue to work
for peace.

He closed by saying, “We are Peace Corps Volun-
teers forever and we will never be the same again. In
that spirit, let us resolve to continue and complete our
real tours of duty which are not for two years, but for
all the years of our lives, until the peace we dreamed of
when we signed up for the corps is finally won.”

After the luncheon, the anniversary ceremonies were
held at the Michigan Union followed by a special re-
ception with RPCVs.

“Famine and Drought: There Are No Easy Solu-
tions,” was the topic for Peace Corps Director’s speech
at the dinner. In her speech, she recounted Peace
Corps’ efforts in Africa and elaborated on the Africa
Food Systems Initiative.

Director Ruppe emphasized what seems to be the
key to easing Africa’s food and economic problems,
coordination and cooperation.

Symposium speakers OAU Ambassador Oumarow Garba Yoﬁawu]bu,
UNDP Special Advisor, H.M.A. Onitiri, Director Ruppe and conference
chairman, Niara Sudarkasa.
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“For lasting change on the African continent and the
eradication of drought and famine, we must look be-
yond our own expertise, culture and national pride to
put the future of Africa into the hands of the Africans
themselves. Successful strategies and reforms must be
initiated and supported by the African governments,
just as the involvement of Asian governments paved
the way for the “green revolution.” Africans can and
will direct the solutions to their own problems. Their
courage and persistence in the face of such severe cir-
cumstances demand our respect as well as our help.

“Long-term planning is originating with the African
governments in the form of national five-year plans
and the Lagos Plan of Action adopted by African
chiefs of state at a meeting of the Organization of Afri-
can Unity in 1980. The Lagos Plan endorses objectives
for the African states to achieve a more self-reliant,
more economically integrated Africa by the year 2000.”

The Director offered challenges to our government,
to private citizens, to the international community, to
the private sector. She closed by saying, “Most of all, I
challenge each of us to continue seeking the solutions,
to keep on going until Africa is no longer the hostage
of drought and famine. The solutions are not easy, but
they deserve our very best efforts. The seeds of peace
and prosperity we plant together will yield a rich har-
vest not only for Africa, but for America and the rest
of the world.”

The second day began with a forum on: “The Public
and Private Sectors in Africa’s Future Development,”
given by Goler Butcher, Philip Asiodu, Ernest Wilson
and Michael Samuels. The following session was: “US/
African Cooperation: Political, Cultural and Institu-
tional Linkages,” presented by Maxwell Owusu, Ali
Mazrui, Wilbert LeMelle and Roger Landrum. Ambas-
sador Oumarou Garba Youssoufou spoke on “US Pol-
icy and the Development of Southern Africa,” at the
luncheon meeting. The final item on the agenda was:
“Applying Science and Technology in Africa’s Devel-
opment,” by Eva Mueller, james Hamilton, Mutombo
Mpanya, Roseda Marshall, David Wiley and Cheikh
Tidiane.

Program Participants

Philip C. Asiodu, M.A. (Oxon.), former Permanent Secretary, Ministry of
Mines and Power, and former Chiel Economic Advisor, Federal Republic of
Nigeria

Robin Barlow, Ph.D., Director, Center for Research on Economic Develop-
ment; Professor of Economics and Research Scientist, CRED, The University of
Michigan

Elliot Berg, Ph.D., President, Elliot Berg Associates; Consultant to the World
Bank: former Professor of Economics and Director, Center for Research on
Economic Development, The University of Michigan

Goler Butcher, LL.M., Professor of Law, Howard University; former Assistant
Administrator in charge of the Africa Division, U.S. Agency for International
Development

Herschelle S. Challenor, Ph.D., Director, UNESCO Liaison Office, Washing-
ton, D.C.; furmer Professor of Political Science, Brooklyn College

Billy E. Frye, Ph.D., Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost; Profes-
sor of Zoology, The University of Michigan

James Hamilton, Ph.D., Assistant Provost for Undergraduate Education and
Professor of Chemistry, Michigan State University

Clinton Jones. Ph.d., Chancellor, The University of Michigan-Flint, and Profes-
sor of Political Science.
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Symposium Schedule

During the anniversary year, Peace Corps is sponsoring
several symposiums throughout the United States in
conjunction with its 25th Anniversary. The symposi-
ums, under the local sponsorship of Returned Peace
Corps Volunteer organizations, the World Affairs
Council and similar groups, will consider the topic
“The U.S. Partnership in the Developing World.”

City Date
Ann Arbor,Mich. ................ e Mon., Oct, 7
Chicago, IN. ... ... ........... A Mon., Nov, 4
Columbus,Ohio ......................... Fri., Nov. 8
Miami, Fla. ... Mon., Dec. 9
Stanford Univ./Palo Alto, Calbif. ............ Fri., Jan. 17
San Francisco, Calif. ... .. ... ........ Sat., Jan. 18
TACSOMG ATIZ oo smamm s st s v sEanicicer s Tues., Jan. 21
Honolulu, Hawaii ........................ Fri., Jan. 24
Memphis, Tenn. ... Fri., Feb. 10
Liotisville, K¥: cunnesvmianmmmommsssisainsg Fri., Feb. 21
Bosvon; Mass: i o co o v e e Sat., Mar. 1-8
Los Angeles, Calif. ....................... Thurs., Mar. 6
Seattle; Wash: .o...oiiniiiivimiiiimin.. Fri., Mar. 7
Portland, Ore. ... ..ot Sat., Mar, 8
Dayton, ORIO . . ;ourneesimsscmrrarinsas Fri., Mar. 14
Hartford, Conn. ............... T Fri., Mar. 24
Oklahoma City, Okla. .................... Mon., Mar. 31
Albuquerque, NNM. .............. ... ... Tues., Apr. 8
Golumbia:iSiC: wwmysmrimenes iy Fri, Apr. I1—Mon,
Apr. 14
Hanover, NNH. . .oiiiiiiiiiiiiinianinnns Fri., Apr. 256-Sat.,
Apr, 26
Cleveland, Ohio .. 4.c:vvmvimminonmie Mon., Apr. 28
SanANOMIo; TeX) . cvwsimime wossniaea Thurs., May 8
Indianapolis, Ind. ........................ Fri., May 9
Kansas City, Kans. ....................... Fri., May 16
Denver,Col. ........cooiiiiiiiivainn.. P Fri., May 23
Anchorage, Alaska ....................... Mon., June 13
Palm Beach, Fla, ............. AT R Mon,, June 27
Washihgtony DiCoivansmmviininisa Fri., Sept. 19-

Mon., Sept. 22

Roger Landrum, Ed.D., Educational Consultant; President, Association of Re-
turned Peace Corps Volunteers, Washington, D.C.

Wilbert Lemelle, Ph.D., President, Mercy College, Dobbs Ferry, New York;
former U.S. Ambassador to Kenya and the Seychelles

Roseda E. Marshall, M.D., M.P.H., Instructor in Pediatrics, Deparunent of Am-
bulatory Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine, Johns Hopkins University;
former Head of Pediatrics, John F. Kennedy Memorial Hospital. Monrovia,
Liberia

Ali Mazrui, D. Phil. (Oxon.), Professor, Department of Political Science and
Center for Afroamerican and African Studies, The University of Michigan; re-
search professor, University of Jos, Nigeria; Consultant 10 the British Broad-
casting Company, the United Nations, and UNESCO

Mutumbo Mpanya, Ph.D., Faculty Fellow, Kellogg Institute for International
Studies, University of Notre Dame

Eva Mueller, Ph.D., professor of Economics and Research Scientist, Population
Studies Center and Center for Research on Economic Development, The Uni-
versity of Michigan

Maxwell Owusu. Ph.D., Professor of Anthropology and Research Scientist,
Center for Research on Economic Development, The University of Michigan

Michael Samuels. Ph.D., Vice President, International Division, U.S. Chamber
of Commerce; former U.S. Ammbassador 1o Sierra Leone

Elliott P. Skinner, Ph.D., Franz Boas Professor of Anthropology, Columbia
University; former Ambassador from the United States to the Republic of Up-
per Volta

Cheikh Tidiane Sy, Doctorat 3*™* Cycle, Sorbonne; Director, Ecole Nationale
d'Economique Applique, Dakar, Senegal; former head of Division of African
Higher Education, UNESCO, Paris

Ernest Wilson, Ph.D., Assistant Professor Department of Political Science and
Institute of Public Policy Studies, The University of Michigan

Davis S. Wiley, Ph.D., Director, African Studies Center; Associate Professor of
Sociology, Michigan State University



September
Celebration

The year-long celebration will cul-
minate with a round of activities in
Washington from Sept. 19th
through the 22nd.

In addition to a symposium, plans
are being made which include a re-
ception for the “first” 864 Volun-
teers (see story), Rose Garden cere-
mony at the White House and a gala
at the Kennedy Center for the Per-
forming Arts. As soon as details for
these and other events are finalized
we will inform you.

As we have no list of addresses for
most former Peace Corps Volun-
teers, we ask that you pass all infor-
mation about the 25th Anniversary
along through your RPCV network.

For more information about the
symposiums or other Peace Corps
acuvities call 800-424-8580, Ext. 288.
Or write to: Peace Corps 25th Anni-
versary Office, M-11-5, 806
Connecticut NW, Washington, D.C.
20526.

NCRPV Plans
1986 Meeting

The River City Volunteers, the
San Antonio (Texas) chapter of the
National Council of Returned Peace
Corps Volunteers, has been chosen
to host the 1986 annual meeting.
The meeting is scheduled for July
25-27 on the Trinity University cam-
pus in San Antonio. In addition to
the general meeting, the council will
hold a special 25th Anniversary
celebration.

Carol Ann Sahm (RPCV/
Honduras and one of the Volun-
teers of the year in 1984) is the con-
ference coordinator.

For more information about the
conference, write to:

NCRPCV Meeting
River City Volunteers
Box 15126

San Antonio, TX 78212

This will be an important meeting
so make plans now to attend.

For more information about the Na-
tional Council of Returned Peace
Corps Volunteers write to:

NCRPCV
Box 1404
Omaha, NE 68010

Grad Opportunity For Agriculture PCVs

Agriculture PCVs are often at a
loss about what to do once returning
state-side. It is difficult to combine
international interests with the need
to find new jobs while dealing with
the shock of being home again. A
number of RPCVs have found an
answer in graduate school: in this
case California Polytechnic’s Interna-
tional Agricultural Development
Program (IAD).

RPCV'’s comprise 90% of the IAD
program’s enrollment. One reason is
the recommended 2 years of over-
seas experience before starting the
program. Dr. Allen Rosenfeld, the
director of the program, supports
Peace Corps candidates: “"RPCVs
have experienced many of the frus-
trations involved in international de-
velopment as well as the excitement
of cross-cultural communication.
They also have a commitment to
Third World areas and a real desire
to return overseas. This program
provides them with the extra skills
needed to help them be more effec-
tive,”

The program provides its gradu-
ates with the skills needed to manage
the complex technical, economic, so-
cial and political problems encoun-
tered in designing and imple-
menting development projects. The
School of Agriculture and the 1AD
Program emphasize a multidisci-
plinary hands-on approach, ideal for
students searching for pragmatic so-
lutions to the difficult issues of agri-
cultural and rural development in
the Third World. Graduate courses
in the Agricultural Sciences, specially
designed for IAD students, provide
technical skills for solving problems
in Third World copping and live-
stock systems. In addition, a select
group of social science courses have
been developed to provide IAD stu-
dents with an understanding of the
complex set of political, social, geo-
graphical, and cultural forces that
influence the success of develop-
ment assistance efforts.

Students are assisted in finding
overseas internships to complement
their academic work. This last sum-
mer, students worked in Asia, Africa
and Latin America for such diverse
international groups as A.I.D.,
American Friends Service Commit-
tee, A.L. Nellum, Holstein Interna-
tional and Agriculture Cooperative
Development International. These

experiences help the students assimi-
late and utilize much of the first
year’s training as well as establish
contacts for future development.

For more information write: In-
ternational Agricultural Develop-
ment, Agricultural Management De-
partment, California Polytechnic,
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401, or call
(805) 546-2201.

In Search Of
The “First”
864 PCVs

Peace Corps is trying to locate the
864 Volunteers who were the “first”
to serve overseas in 1961 and 1962,
to take part in the 25th Annivesary
celebration. Director Ruppe plans to
honor these Volunteers in a special
event in Sept. 1986.

These “first” Volunteers served in
Ghana, Chile, Colombia, Pakistan,
Nigeria, Malaysia, India, Tanzania,
the Philippines, St. Lucia, Sierra
Leone and Thailand.

If you were one of the “first”, or if
you know of anyone who was, please
contact Peace Corps as soon as possi-
ble with these particulars: country
and dates of service, current address
and phone number.

You may write to: Phyllis Draper/
Director’'s Office, Peace Corps,
Washington, D.C. 20526. Call the
toll free number: 800-424-8580, Ex-
tension 288. Or, contact your
nearest Peace Corps Recruiting
Office.

The Missing Link

Was (or is) your mother, father,
sister or brother a PCV? How about
an aunt, uncle, cousin or
grandparent?

Peace Corps is trying to locate vol-
unteers and returned Volunteers
who have or have had other family
members serve as Volunteers.

If you fit into this category, please
write with details to: Director of
Public Affairs, Peace Corps, 806
Conn., NW, Washington, D.C.
20526.
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25 Years of Peace Corps

Regions and Countries Entered Departed Entered Departed Entered
Africa Region:

Benin _ 1968

Botswana 1966

Burkina Faso ) 1967

Burundi 1983

Cameroon 1962

Central African Republic 1972

Chad 1966 1979

Ethiopia 1962 1977

Gabon 1963 1968 1973
The Gambia 1967

Ghana 1961

Guinea 1963 - 1966 1969 1971 1985
Ivory Coast 1962 1981

Kenya 1965

Lesotho 1967

Liberia 1962

Malawi 1963 1972 1979
Mali 1971

Mauritania 1967 1967 1971
Mauritius 1971 1975

Niger 1962

Nigeria 1967 . 1971

Rwanda 1975

Senegal 1963

Sierra Leone 1962

Swaziland 1969

Tanzania 1961 1970 1979
Togo 1962

Uganda 1964 1973

Zaire . 1970

Inter-America Region:

Anguilla 1967

Antigua/Barbuda 1967

Barbados 1965

Belize 1962

Bolivia 1962 1971

Brazil 1962 1981

Chile 1961 1982

Colombia 1961 1981

Costa Rica 1963

Dominica 1967

Dominican Republic 1962

Ecuador 1962

El Salvador 1962 1980

Grenada 1963 1982 1984
Guatemala 1963

Guyana 1967 1971

Haiti 1983

Honduras 1963

Jamaica 1962

Montserrat 1967

Nicaragua 1968 1979

Panama : 1963 1971

Paraguay 1967

Peru 1962 1975

St. Christopher/Nevis 1976

St. Lucia 1961

St. Vincent and the Grenadines 1967
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Around the World

Regions and Countries Entered  Departed Entered  Departed Entered
Turks and Caicos Islands 1980

Uruguay 1963 1974

Venezuela 1962 1977

North Africa, Near East,

Asia and Pacific Region:

Afghanistan 1962 1979

Bahrain 1974 1979

Cook Islands 1982

Cyprus 1962 1964

Fiji 1968

India 1962 1976

Indonesia 1963 1965

Iran 1962 1976

Kiribati 1973

Libya 1966 1969

Malaysia 1962 1983

Malta 1970 1977

Micronesia 1966

Morocco 1963

Nepal 1962

Oman 1973 1983

Pakistan 1961 . 1967

Papua New Guinea 1981

Philippines 1961

Seychelles 1974

Solomon Islands 1971

Somali Republic 1962 1970

South Korea 1966 1981

Sri Lanka 1962 1964 1967 1970 1983
Sudan 1984

Thailand 1962

Tonga 1967

Tunisia 1962

Turkey 1962 1970

Tuvalu 1974

Western Samoa 1967 . .
Yemen Arab Republic 1973 St Kitts-Nevis

Erdahl Named Associate Director

Arlen Erdahl, Country Director
for Jamaica since June 1983, has
been named Peace Corps Associate
Director for Volunteer Recruitment
and Selection. VRS was formerly the
Office of Marketing, Recruitment,
Placement and Staging.

Prior to his tenure in Jamaica,
Erdahl served two terms in the
United States Congress; from 1979
through 1981, as a Representative
from Minnesota. He sat on the For-
eign Affairs, Small Business and Ed-
ucation and Labor Committees. He
was previously the Minnesota Secre-
tary of State and a member of the
Minnesota Public Service Commis-
sion.

Before embarking on a career in

public service he operated a family
farm and served in the U.S. Army.

Erdahl is a graduate of St. Olaf
College in Northfield, Minnesota
and earned a masters degree in pub-
lic administration from Harvard
University.

“The continued growth of America

is going to depend more and more
upon the kinds of skills, perspec-
tives and cross-cultural experi-
ences brought back by returning
Peace Corps Volunteers.”

Lee lacocca
Chrysler Corporation

Seek RPCVs

As part of their 25th Anniversary
activities, Peace Corps/St. Kitts-Nevis
is assembling a permanent photo ex-
hibition which will include informa-
tion on all Volunteers who have
served there since Peace Corps’ en-
try in 1967.

If you were a Volunteer on St.
Kitts-Nevis, or know of someone
who was, please contact:

Joan and David Robinson
Alexander Hamilton House
Charlestown, NEVIS

West Indies

The Robinsons would also like for
RPCVs to submit any information
they can about their careers and
families. At your request, addresses
will be kept in confidence.
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A great many things have t
began in 1961. We've put
the computer age and now
ordinary occurance. A gres
place in Peace Corps t
months the Times will b
chronicling

with Thomas Sheehan working with a model of a public housing unit
they designed in Saipan, Micronesia in 1966. Phillips graduated
Sfrom Columbia Universiry with a degree in architecture.

L

e d

An early proponent of a “peace corps™ the late Vice President Hubert
Carter, known around the world as Miz Lillian. The mother of in 1966.
former President Jimmy Carter, Miz Lillian is pictured here at her

site in India in 1968.
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25 years.

Kneeling as they receive the blessing of Pope Paul VI, PCV Gary
Gonva of Ohio and his bride, Diana Gaitan, were married on Aug.
24, 1968 in Bogota, Colombia. They were among 25 couples chosen
Jfor a special nuptial mass before 300,000 onlookers at the Eucharis-
tic Congress.

mphrey visits PCV Jane Williams of Colorado at a goat farm in India The 10,000th Volunteer to complete Peace Corps service was Sally
Poland of Kentucky in August of 1966. She, and her husband, Al,
AP Photo were community development workers in Turkey.
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AlID Administrator' Remembers

I am pleased to join in celebrating
the 25th anniversary of the Peace
Corps, an organization that has
brought a sense of vitality into our
relationships with the developing
countries and exemplifies the finest
in American spirit.

I joined the Peace Corps in the
early days, over 20 years ago. I saw a
piece of promotional literature with
a photograph of a Peace Corps vol-
unteer talking to a group of Indian
children in the Andes. That photo-
graph made quite an impression on
me. It meant adventure and a
chance to make an impact. I remem-
ber well the day I decided to apply.

PCV M. Peter McPherson at his site in a barriata in Lima.

By coincidence, as a volunteer, |
ended up going to the Andes, to
Peru. I'd never been abroad before
and it was quite an adjustment: a
different culture, a different lan-
guage, etc. In short, the Peace Corps
was a real challenge.

In Peru, I lived in a barriata (a
poor area outside Lima). In the
barriata, among other efforts, I
helped a Catholic priest organize a
parish credit union. I will not forget
the credit union organization meet-
ing held one night in the church.
The community did not have elec-
tricity and I can still see the candles
burning. We had about 20 people
there, all men, dressed in rugged
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work clothes. I explained how credit
unions functioned and the priest en-
couraged them to join. They said yes
if he would be the treasurer. He said
fine. Our effort was launched, but
the hard work of keeping the rec-
ords and making it go was just be-
ginning. That priest was fabulous.

Later I worked as a backstop per-
son for other volunteers around
Peru involved in the PL 480 school
feeding program. Also I spent sev-
eral months in what was then the
Office of Private Enterprise at the
AID Mission in Lima.

My experiences as a Peace Corps

volunteer changed the direction of
my life. Like most volunteers, I re-
ceived far more than I gave, and it
was a great experience. As a result
of my years in Peru, I became
deeply interested in development,
convinced that I would like to work
for A1D someday.

In Lima, I spent many hours dis-
cussing the philosophies of develop-
ment with my fellow volunteers. We
were groping for answers to the
problems around us.

I saw that self help, not charity
had to be the foundation of our de-
velopment effort. I came to appreci-
ate the fact that the poor are rational
economic decision makers, given

what they know and have to use.
They want a better life for them-
selves and their children. They will
work hard to achieve their goals.
When they have a real opportunity,
they will reach for it. They want and
need the chance for a better life by
the power of their own work and
thought.

Also I reflected on the fact that
science and technology have been a
major factor in the U.S.'s economic
prosperity. I came to see that science
and technology had an important
role to play in developing countries
and that the U.S. could be very im-
portant in aiding that effort. For ex-
ample, at the time the Green Revo-
lution was beginning in Asia and the
U.S. had a major part in creating the
technology involved. New crops
were produced that yielded three or
four tmes more than traditional va-
rieties. These new crops helped the
many poor farmers, who responded
to an opportunity to improve their
lives.

My experiences as a PCV changed
the direction of my life.

AID has provided me a chance to
translate these ideas and others into
an action agenda. At AID we have
developed four pillars that guide
and shape the U.S. foreign aid pro-
gram. Those pillars are as follows:
first, we see the policies, budgets and
programs of poor countries as more
important than the money we pro-
vide, and therefore, urge countries
to adopt sound approaches. For ex-
ample, we urge countries not to
spend all their health budgets on
downtown big hospitals but to sup-
port health outreach efforts. It's
those kind of outreach efforts that
the U.S. foreign aid program can
support. Second, we encourage the
use of market forces and the private
sector. Third, we are stressing sci-
ence and technology, such as new
high-yielding crops for Africa, work
on a malaria vaccine, etc. Fourth, we
are building institutions and training
people. These pillars have focussed
and I think augmented our
program.



Life As A PCV In Peru

As Administrator for the U.S. Agency for International Development, McPherson visits his sile 20

years later.

Peace Corps Light

Everyone has read or heard many
stories of Peace Corps successes.
There are many more stories which
rarely get told. Here’s a look at the
lighter side of the past 25 years of
the Peace Corps. Believe it, or not!

* A Peace Corps Volunteer was
winding up her service in Togo at a
final meeting with her village coun-
terparts. She had bobbed hair, and
frequently wore boots and jeans
since she was often motorbiking. It
was a long meeting, and when the
agenda was finally exhausted, the
elderly chief walked her to her mo-
torbike. He paused there, and said
there was one last question, which he
had to put as there would never be
another chance. “Of course,” said
the Volunteer, somewhat bewil-
dered. “Well,” said the chief, “it’s
that we've been wondering for two
years: are you a he or a she?”

* To promote cleanliness, a Vol-
unteer in Malawi wrote the song,
“Brush away the flies from your chil-
dren's eyes.”

* The old Volunteer Magazine con-
tributed directly to progress in
Nepal. One shopkeeper in Kath-
mandu switched from using flimsy
Nepali newsprint for wrapping
goods, to using pages from the Vol-

Last year, AID and the Peace
Corps established a joint co-
ordinating committee. This is a nat-
ural partnership. AID has resources
and excellent program skills. The
Peace Corps has an abundance of
dedicated people. Today, there are
1,000 volunteers in forty countries
working with AID projects. The
Peace Corps has kept its autonomy,
AlID has gained an ally and poor
countries are benefiting. Inciden-
tally, the Peace Corps has long been
an important influence at AID. Over
five hundred former volunteers are
AID employees, about 15% of our
U.S. national personnel.

In closing, the Peace Corps was a
shaping experience for me and one
that benefits me day after day.

M. Peter McPherson

unteer magazine. He also used bags
which had been constructed from
glue and Volunteers. A headline on
one bag boldly stated “Volunteers as
agents for development.”

* A Volunteer in the Central Afri-
can Republic lost the seats in his jeep
to several hungry hyenas.

* An APCD in Ethiopia sent her
three lion cubs on a plane bound for
a London estate. They were very
friendly, tame animals, but the pilot
of the small plane did not know this.
Consequently, he panicked at 14,000
feet above sea level when he found
one cub licking his boots, and the
other two peering at him through
the curtain between the cockpit and
fuselage of his plane. Suddenly, the
control tower at Brussels airport
heard the cry, “Brussels, can I make
an emergency landing? I have 3
lions in my cockpit!” The operator,
thinking it was a joke, replied, “Just
stick them in your gas tank.” When a
lion roared, it convinced them he
wasn't joking. The pilot made a top
priority landing, and heavy nets
were thrown over the cockpit. Police
armed with submachine guns and
firemen with axes and hoses
watched as a zoologist placed the
lonesome cubs back in their crates!

* A Volunteer in Costa Rica
helped raise money for a community
center by organizing a snake rodeo.
The events included snake handling,
venom extraction demonstrations,
and a dance where the Queen of the
Snake Rodeo was crowned. A seven
foot Sabanera snake named Arthur
Seldin was the hit of the rodeo.

* In Liberia, a Volunteer was
teaching a villager how to make pop-
corn over an open fire. The instruc-
tion about always keeping a lid on
the pot was not understood, so pop-
corn shot out of the pot everywhere.
The children added to the commo-
tion by running around, catching
the popcorn in their mouths.

« A Volunteer in Nigeria received
the following instructions from a
Peace Corps staff member, attached
to a snakebite anti-venom kit: “The
doctor says it is not necessary to re-
frigerate it, but it keeps its potency
better that way. One is for vipers, 1
think; the other for all other types.
One must be administered intra-
venously to have any effect; the
other is fatal when shot through a
vein. I've forgotten which is which.”
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“I was at my best with you people.”

Take a break sometime and try to
imagine what you’ll think of your
Peace Corps experience, your fellow
volunteers and your host country in
the year 2001. Will you have gone
back to visit? Will you have ever left?
What will you be doing and where
will you be living? How many volun-
teers will you still be in contact with
16 years from now?

There is life after Peace Corps

If you were in the Peace Corps

from 1967 through 1969, you'd have
answers to those questions, especially
if you'd just had a reunion, as our
group did in August. In 1967, 18 of
us entered the Caribbean island of
St. Lucia as teacher trainers, part of
the larger Eastern Caribbean 11
group.

We were a pretty homogeneous
group of recent college and gradu-
ate school grads. Twenty-four
months later we completed our as-
signments and took back to the
states both a highly personal experi-
ence and a communal one which in-
cluded an appreciation for the
uniqueness of what we'd been
through together.

That bond must have been strong
because it certainly wasn’t difficult to
get everyone back for a reunion.
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Sandra Capps and Charles Robinson exchange wedding vows in St. Lucia attended by their fellow

Volunteers in 1968.

When the group gathered there was
no surprise that 17 out of 18 came,
only regret that a new job and new
baby kept one away. Happily, Hank,
Scheinost, Peace Corps rep for this
group and former St. Lucia volun-
teer from an earlier group, was able
to attend.

Most members of the group had
seen others in the years since '69, at-
tending weddings or becoming god
parents to each other’s children or at
least keeping abreast of each other

Your author, Peter Tierney, in his St. Lucia classroom.
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through Christmas letters, etc. A few
prodigals had to be chased down;
and they were, and they came.

Story telling, now as then, was the
art most appreciated.

RPCVs, spouses, and children—43
in all—gathered outside of Boston at
the home of Charlie and Sandy
Robinson, the two volunteers who
met and married in the Peace Corps.
People came from California, Colo-
rado, Minnesota, Wisconsin, lowa,
the Virgin Islands, up and down the
east coast and from St. Lucia. Jim,
Mogal, the St. Lucian arrival, never
really left the island.

The reunion itself was a celebra-
tion of good fellowship. Activities
were a pleasant blend of reminiscing
about the old days with experiencing
new times together: sightseeing, fun
runs, baseball and the beach. Story
telling, now as then, was the art most
appreciated, and a slight embellish-
ment was overlooked, if not en-
couraged.

There is life after the Peace
Corps. We've created 33 new lives
and obviously changed a good bit
since 1969. The changes do not
seem startling to us. It’s not surpris-
ing who got the degrees, who be-
came the entrepreneurs, and who



St Lu0|a olunteers 18 Years Later

On the occasion of their 17th wedding anniversary, Charles and Sandra Robinson re-enact the

cake ceremony.

gets regular exercise. And, no, we
didn't all turn into yuppies. Perhaps
the biggest surprise was that no one
smokes, when more than half the
group did in ’67.

Scholarship

We retain the commitment to each
other that was formed on the island.
Furthermore, we retain a commit-
ment to the island. During the week-
end we started a scholarship fund
for needy island youth to attend sec-
ondary school. Administered by the
Ministry of Education, this money
represents a small return on the in-
vestment St. Lucia made in our lives.
(Any other volunteers or former vol-
unteers interested in learning about
this or in contributing should con-
tact Bob Neymeyer, 801 4th Ave.,
Parkersburg, Iowa 50665 (319)
346-2048.)

Why was it so great, that one

weekend? It did harken back to a
-simpler. time. Writer Mary McGory
asked Daniel Patrick Moynihan if
they would ever laugh again after
JFK was killed. He answered that,
“Yes, they'd laugh again, they’d just
never be young again.”

Maybe for a weekend we both
laughed and were young again. But
that's not quite all of it. I think the
weekend validated our experience.
Yes, it was a good time when we
were together. Yes, those tall tales
we've been telling all these years did
have a basis in fact. Yes, our ex-
tended family still recognizes us with

less hair and more stomach, and ac-
cepts us.

Bernard Malamud said, “When
you're on the wrong train, every sta-
tion is the wrong station.” I believe
we all agree that, while we've seen a
few wrong stations in the interven-
ing 16 years, the Peace Corps cer-
tainly got us all on the right train.

Peter Tierney

Will the last Peace Corps Volunteer
to leave the island, please turn off
the lights?

Caribbean Peace Corps legend has
it that while volunteers for Ghana
and Tanzania were being feted in
the Rose Garden, the first volunteers
actually got to work in St. Lucia.
Apocryphal as that story may be, St.
Lucia 1s one of only three places in
the world that the Peace Corps has
been working continuously since
1961. Approximately 325 volunteers
have served on this island of 100,000
in the past 24 years.

St. Lucia RPCVs and their fam-
ilies attending the reunion were:
Berch Carpenter, Mike Davis, Jeff
Dreyfuss, Gene Godin, Joe Kelly,
Guy Kilburn, Jim Mogal, Bob and
Nancy Neymeyer, Russ and
Nancy Perlman, Charlie and
Sandy Robinson, Mary Robinson-
Slabey, Chuck Smid, Jim Verhoff
and Peter Tierney.

Editor’s note: Anyone wishing
to start a dialogue about the
aforementioned Caribbean legend
should write to Peter Tierney in
care of the Times.

S£ Lucia RPCVs, their spou.s&s and ckzidren pose betwem the ﬂags of America and St Lucia.
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Barnett Chessin—Ghana |, Volunteer
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Twenty five years. It doesn’t feel
like it. On second thought it does
when a young APCD looks you up
and down a little incredulously as he
asks, “Were you really in the Peace
Corps, in Ghana I?” Yes Virginia, I
was really in the Peace Corps ...
then. There were 50 of us, average
age 25, all going to be teachers in
secondary schools. We even had the
honor of boarding a Pan Am con-
stellation (shows how long ago that
was) called the Peace Corps Clipper,
after a JFK sendoff in the Rose
Garden.

Yes, Virginia. I was really in the
Peace Corps ... then.

If one can recall those days accu-
rately, we met the Kennedy require-
ment that we teach and learn, prob-
ably doing more of the latter. For
many of us, it was the first time in an
airplane and the first time overseas
as well. To be honest, neither we nor
the Peace Corps knew what we were
getting ourselves into. There were
no rules and the precedents were
limited. Many of the rules PCVs live
by now are a result of things the
Peace Corps learned with the first
groups of guinea pigs in the field.

... neither we nor the Peace Corps
knew what we were getting into.

In effect, it was a different era.
We stepped off into the unknown
buoyed by a simple faith that a rea-
sonably educated American could
teach something to anybody who
wasn’t American. While we were
pretty sure of ourselves, the Peace
Corps wasn't. Having asked for vol-
unteers (I believe about 14,000 did
volunteer), the Peace Corps wasn't
sure we were right in the head for
volunteering. We received every
known preference test, talked to psy-
chiatrists and psychologists, and
were even the subjects of a study for
the two years we were in Ghana. I
never saw the results, so I'm pretty
sure they finally decided we didn’t
have to be institutionalized.
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college campuses.

What was it like? For a young
teacher a few years out of college, it

. was an eyeopener. Golden beds, hill-

top palaces and victory monuments
were still a thing of the future in
Ghana; and the Ghanaian society/
economy was a vibrant one, full of
life and surprisingly for me at least
full of educated people in the proc-
ess of trying to cope with the prob-
lems of independence. Volunteers in
Ghana now can have no idea of what
it was like then. My school was lo-

cated in Kukurantumi, about half-
way between Accra and Kumasi on
the scarp. There were a headmaster
and three instructors and some half
completed buildings. Once we got
the buildings in order with student
help, we began the education proc-
ess. | taught history, English, geog-
raphy, phys-ed, ran the library and
eventually taught French as well.
The French came later after Ghana
and Guinea signed a friendship pact
which called for each country to

Barnett Chessin (right) enjoys a soccer game as part of the fitness program in training at the

University of California, Berkeley.




... we believed we could do anything.

learn the official language of the
other. Nobody else knew French ei-
ther, so 1 got the job. Some
Ghanaians are walking around today
with some pretty weird French in
their minds. Unlike the coast
schools, we literally started from
scratch. 'Students and teachers built
and studied together, and we even
started a farm. You guessed it, the
asphalt jungle type from New Jersey
tried to teach young Ghanaians how
to farm. I told you, we believed we
could do anything. What else is
there to say? The two years passed
all too quickly. Still, it had opened
new vistas for me and many others.
Walk through the halls of the State
Department today, or any mission in
the field, and you can barely avoid
tripping over ex-volunteers. Jack

Kennedy and Sarge Shriver early on
suggested that the Peace Corps
would bring back better educated,
more globally oriented ex-volunteers
to places like Paterson, NJ and
Kansas City. It did that. They also
felt it would eventually be a breed-
ing ground for people who would
serve the United States Government
overseas. It did that too. Did we suc-
ceed in the main job? I don't really
know. You'd have to ask the
Ghanaians whose paths we crossed.
For many volunteers that will re-
main an unresolved question. Was a
decision made or an action taken
later because of something that we
said or did years before? Perhaps.
At least I like to think that may be
the case.
Barnett Chessin

Barnett Chessin left the Peace Corps in
June 1963, and joined AID after
completing a year of graduate study at
Georgetown University. Since then he has
served as a rural development aduisor,
refugee affairs officer, general develop-
mend officer, and management officer in
such posis as Laos, Afghanistan,
Mauritania, and Somalia. Currently, he
is back on assignment in Mauritania as
mission execulive officer.

In our January issue, Peace
Corps Times will feature
Ghana—the first country.

Before the jet age—Ghana I Volunteers, staff and trainers board a Pan Am Clipper.

AP Photo
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The Good Old Days

In the beginning, Peace Corps training emphasized
physical fitness and endurance. Above—Jeans become
water wings in Survival Swimming. Right—Peace

Corps' version of the “rope” trick. Bottom—Nothing
like a four-day hike in a wilderness area under full
pack. Memories are made of this.
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