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From The Director

A most meaningful part of Peace Corps'
25th Anniversary in 1986 was the Memorial
Service held at Arlington National Ceme-
tery for all our Volunteers who died in Peace
Corps service. The tributes paid to those
Volunteers by their families, their fellow
Volunteers and many others visibly stirred
the thousands who attended the ceremony.
Although humanity’s loss was great, it was
felt that those who lost their lives in Peace
Corps service did not lose them in vain.

Gordon Radley spoke the following on be-
half of all the families at the ceremony. He
was a PCV in Malawi from 1968 to 1970. His
brother, Lawrence, and David Crozier were
killed in a plane crash in Colombia in 1962,
the first Volunteers to die in service.

“Looking out at the grandness and mag-
nificence of this marble amphitheater, I am
aware of what a fitting, and yet ironic, set-
ting this is. The lives of these Volunteers
were not marked by grand gestures and pub-
lic pronouncements. There are no Peace
Corps marching bands and crowds waving
banners. They chose to live and work anon-
ymously and without public acclaim. In the
last letter my brother wrote, he was re-
minded of the sentiment of William
Stoeckel: “It is better to live humbly for a
cause than to die nobly for one.” Those Vol-
unteers we remember today died nobly be-
cause they lived humbly. They were not
martyrs, yet they were willing, like the rest
of us, to assume the risks that went with
Peace Corps service. By working and living
and dying alongside those they had volun-
teered to serve, they proved to us, to our
nation, and to the world at large the depth of
the Peace Corps commitment.

Now they are gone and our families will
never outgrow this loss. Yet their faith, their
dedication and their love will live on
through the lives of each Peace Corps Volun-
teer. You have given our families our most
precious gift, You have given us an everlast-
ing memorial.”

In the past few weeks we have again suf-
fered great losses, Dr. Scott Glotfelty in Togo
and Dr. Danuta Kossowska in Thailand.
Scott died on March 23 of multiple bee
stings after having been attacked while he
climbed a very tall tree. Danuta died of inju-
ries sustained after being hit by a bus in
front of Peace Corps headquarters just one
day before completing her tour of service as
an English teacher at Srinakarinwirot Uni-
versity in Thailand.

Career Questions?

We are planning an issue devoted to Ca-
reer Planning in the near future. If you
have special questions or needs, please
write to the Times and we will try to
address them in that issue. Please have
your questions into our office by the end
of May.

Danuta entered service on Feb, 17, 1986.
Her recruiter described her as ‘‘a gifted per-
son who wants to help others.” This con-
cept came naturally to Danuta who was a
Polish refugee during the 1940s. During
World War II, she fled to Hungary. While in
Budapest, she was credited with saving the
lives of the 12 people she lived with be-
cause of her valuable language skills. Be-
cause she spoke Russian she found work in
those terrible times and was able to support
all 12 for nine months.

Danuta spoke seven languages fluently.
She entered graduate school at age 62 and
received her masters in 1978 and her doc-
torate in 1984—all this after having been
told she was “too old.”

Her son, Marek, shared a recent letter in
which she said, “In the end we are all, di-
rectly or indirectly, concerned with creat-
ing better living conditions for all of us.”

Half a world away and less than half
Danuta's age, Scott Glotfelty, at age 27, had
just begun his journey through life. He was a
veterinarian and had entered Peace Corps
on June 10 of last year. He had begun a
program of helping the local farmers reduce
disease among their chickens, pigs, sheep
and goats by providing better combinations
of feed for them.

During the year before Peace Corps Scott
worked with another veterinarian, Dr. Rick
Jenkins, near his home in Maryland.
Jenkins said Scott could have stayed and
made a very good living there but he never
waivered in his determination to join Peace
Corps.

I would like to share with you some of the
thoughts Scott expressed on his Peace
Corps application. I read them at his fu-
neral. “My family always taught me to give
of myself and to help others. I gained my
greatest satisfaction when I could help or
ease the suffering of a friend or an animal.
Practicing veterinary medicine in a deve-
loping country could hopefully fulfill my
desire to help people feed themselves and
fight starvation while showing them how to
treat animals so they can be better assets. [
can also continue to learn more about my-
self as [ experience new cultures. I can't
profess to change the world or even make a
great change wherever I go, but it is worth

the try, for myself and those I'll meet. I con-
tinually look for personal growth and feel I
can give to a people some of my knowledge
in return for their realization of life.”

In one of his letters home Scott wrote, “So
many people ask to come to the States with
me. The realization that I can go home while
my friends continue here is really quite so-
bering. The problems here are so extensive
and sometimes I feel so puny, but faith and
optimism keep me going.”

There are many ways to express our feel-
ings on the loss of these two Volunteers but I
can think of no better way, and I promised
Danuta’s and Scott’s families this—a re-
commitment, a rededication to our work, to
carry on their work . . , for peace.

Sincerely,

Loret Miller Ruppe
Peace Corps Director

About the cover

In Botswana—Lyn Knox helps girls in
the home economics class at Swaneng
Hill Secondary School prepare lunch.
She is a teacher at the new community
junior secondary school in Selebe Pikwi.
Lyn calls San Francisco home and holds
a degree in dietetics and food adminis-
tration from California Polytechnic State
University. Prior to Peace Corps she
worked as a clinical dietitian.
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Overseas Staff

Country Director

Randy Leon Kurkjian

Randy Leon Kurkjian joins the NANEAP
Region as Country Director for Yemen. He
brings to Peace Corps extensive interna-
tional experience in the Middle East, Africa
and the Philippines where he just com-
pleted a two-year assignment with USAID.
Prior to that he worked in Zimbabwe, Lib-
eria and Qatar.

In addition to his overseas work, Kurkjian
has had more than 20 years of professional
managerial and computer science experi-
ence in the United States. He earned his
B.S. from Purdue University and received
his M.S. in engineering and administration
from George Washington University.

Country Staff

Joanne E. Williams, M.D., will be the new
APCMO (Area Peace Corps Medical Officer)
for Niger. She has a varied background in
general medicine, family practice, gynecol-
ogy, emergency room and acute and trauma
care. Since 1983 she has been a staff physi-
cian with the University of Georgia Health
Care Service, as well as emergency room
physician in a regional hospital serving ten
counties.

Williams’ residency was performed at the
University of Maryland Hospital. She re-
ceived her M.D. from Case Western Reserve
Medical School and her B.A. from Morgan
State University. She has also completed
coursework for a master’s program in public
health at Emory University.

* * *

Gillisa McKiernan, RPCV/Burkina Faso,
is joining the Zaire staff as APCD/Africa
Foods Systems Initiative. She has had im-
pressive experience in agriculture, from
ranch hand and farm laborer at the Oregon
State University Department of Crop Sci-
ence to research assistant at the Interna-
tional Plant Research Institute and the
University of California Department of
Agronomy and Range Science.

McKiernan earned her B.S. in agronomy
from the University of Minnesota and her
M.S. in the same field from the University of
California.

* * *

Harold Randall, RPCV/Senegal has been
named the new APCD/Water for Zaire. Prior
to his appointment he worked as a research
associate at the Agronomy and Physiology
Laboratory at the University of Florida.

Randall received his M.S. in horticulture
and his Ph.D. in agronomy from the Univer-
sity of Florida.

* * *
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Carol L. Terris, RPCV/Niger 1980 to 1983,
is the new APCD/Administration in Niger.
She has had a variety of positions in Peace
Corps Headquarters including the Office of
Private Sector Relations, Peace Corps Part-
nership and the Africa Region, where she
worked on budget and personnel actions.

Terris earned her bachelor’s degree at
Brandeis University.

* * a*

Michael Fitzgerald, RPCV/Zaire, has been
named the new APCD/Rural Development
for Chad. Following his Volunteer service,
Fitzgerald worked as program assistant for
U.S. Catholic Conference in Zaire. For the
past five years he has been an agricultural
and rural development advisor in Zaire.

Fitzgerald holds a B.S. in environmental
science from Eastern Illinois University.

* * *

Leonard Garden, RPCV/Togo 1979 to
1982, begins his assignment as APCD/Rural
Development in Niger. He has a diverse
background in rural school development,
natural resource management and expan-
sion of state-wide arts programming for mi-
norities,

Garden received both his B.S.and M.S. in
natural resources from Ohio State Univer-
sity.

* * *

Mary Lanning, RPCV/Dominican Repub-
lic 1985 to 1987, will be the new APCD/
Administration for Botswana. Lanning has
extensive experience in administration and
worked for AT&T-Bell Laboratories as su-
pervisor to payroll, employee and purchas-
ing services. She also was a corporate
methods analyst in the policy department.

* * *

Mark Hoyt Parkison, RPCV/Morocco
1984 to 1986, will be the new APCD/Gener-
alist in Sri Lanka. In 1987 Parkison was
acting APCD/Education in Morocco. Prior to
his Peace Corps years, he worked as a tour
director in the Peoples Republic of China,
and with an export firm in Baltimore.

Parkison earned his bachelor’s degree in
political science and economics from Johns
Hopkins University and his M.A. in geogra-
phy from Towson State University.

* * *

George LeBard, RPCV/Belize 1981 to
1986, has been named the new APCD/Pro-
gramming for Belize. During his Volunteer
service, he was instrumental in founding
the Belize Junior School of Agriculture.
LeBard has also worked as Belize training
assistant.

* * *

Carol Adoum, RPCV/Chad, will be re-
turning to that country as APCD/Adminis-
tration. In addition to her Peace Corps work
with staging and training, Adoum has
worked for the U.S.D.A. Graduate School as

a program and budget analyst and training
specialist.

She holds a B.A. in anthropology from
Pennsylvania State University and an M.A.
in business administration from the Univer-
sity of Maryland.

* * *

Azzedine Thomas Downes, RPCV/Mo-
rocco 1982 to 1985, joins the NANEAP Re-
gion as APCD/Education in Yemen. He has
worked with Peace Corps in TEFL in
Mauritania and Morocco. Before joining
Peace Corps/Yemen, Downes was employed
by the Harvard Institute for International
Development.

Downes attended the University of Fri-
bourg in Switzerland as an exchange stu-
dent; he earned his B.A. from Providence
College and his M.E. in administration and
policy planning from Harvard University.

* * *

Host Country Staff

Sammy C. T. Enyong has been the APCD/
Education in Cameroon since March, 1987.
He has more than ten years' experience
managing educational institutions and has
worked as a trainer for the Nigerian Youth
Corps and British Voluntary Service Over-
seas (VSO).

Enyong earned his B.A., M.A. and Ph.D.
in education at Hul University in Great Bri-
tain.

* * *

Lilianne Lebron De Wegner has been
working on the Peace Corps/Paraguay staff
since 1978. Currently she is the executive
assistant to the Country Director and pro-
gram training officer. De Wegner attended
the International Institute of Public Rela-
tions, and later received her Diplomatic Ju-
ridical Sciences degree from Catholic Uni-
versity in Ascuncion.

* * *

Austin Arzu has been the APCD/Toledo
District in Belize since 1987. Prior to that he
worked as a program manager in the same
district. He has twelve years’ teaching expe-
rience in Belize. Arzu received his teacher’s
diploma from the Belize Teacher’s College
and his B.S. in secondary education from
St. Thomas University in Miami.

d* %* *

Francisco Puck is the new APCD/Orange
Walk and Corozal Districts in Belize. Before
becoming an APCD, he worked as program
manager in the Corozal District. Puck has 22
years’ teaching experience, 14 of which he
served as principal/teacher. He is a graduate
of the Belize Teachers College.

* * *

All of the above have recently completed
Overseas Staff Training in Washington, D.C.
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Focus—Botswana

About the country

Population: 1,100,000

Land area: 231,804 square miles, about
the size (and shape) of
Texas

Cities: Gaborone (capital), Francis-
town

Languages: English (official), Setswana

Religion: Christian 50%, indigenous
50%

Terrain: Desert and savannah

Borders: South Africa, Zimbabwe,
Zambia and Namibia

Govern- Republic, parhamentary

ment: democracy

Climate: Mostly subtropical, hot and

dry

The largest ethnic group is the Batswana,
literally meaning members of the Tswana.
The “Ba” prefix means many. However, one
person is called a Motswana. The term
Batswana is generic for all inhabitants of the
country.

By the 1700s, the ancestors of today’s
Batswana were established as hunters,
farmers or herders, the latter still being one
of the primary occupations.

In the mid 1800s, the first European mis-
sionaries came to the country. They had
much influence on the chiefs and suc-
ceeded in converting many to Christianity.
Two of the most noted were Robert Moffat,
who was the first to put the Tswana lan-
guage into written form and, of course, Dr.
David Livingston, who was also one of Bot-
swana’s great explorers.

Mary Korte, a busmess freld officer, goes over the books with Ms. Guiuiefsung Ots:s;twe at
the Thamaga Pottery. About 60% of the pottery produced is sold in the factory shop. Mary
works with many small businesses and entrepreuners on financial management methods,
From Orinda, Calif., she is a marketing graduate of Santa Clara University.

Many Americans know at least a little
about Botswana, because of its proximity to
South Africa and for its great Kalahari
{Kgalagadi) Desert which covers about 80%
of the country. This desert is not generally
like the sands of the Sahara but rather is
classified as desert because of the lack of
surface water. It is flat and dusty, but sup-
ports a wide variety of plants and some of
the most spectacular wildlife in Africa. The
Kalahari is home to about 60% of Bot-
swana'’s cattle and 10% of its people includ-

ing the Namibic Bushmen, and the largest
surviving group of Nomadic Bushmen in
the world.

More than 80% of the Batswana live in
rural areas and are dependent on subsis-
tence farming. Many of them raise cattle
with beef and hides making up a very large
part of the nation’s economy. Since the
early 1970s, mining, particularly for dia-
monds, has accounted for a large part of the
country’s economic growth.

Dr. Gaositwe Chiepe, Botswana Minister of External Affmrs speaks to new Volunteers after the swearing-in ceremonies. The event was

held at the Serowe Teachers Training College following training and practice teaching.
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Peace Corps/Botswana

The first request for Peace Corps Volun-
teers in Botswana came shortly before the
country gained its independence from
Great Britain in 1966..That first year Peace
Corps placed 56 PCVs. There are currently
250 serving in the country. This steady in-
crease in programming in Botswana is due
to two factors—the development priorities
of the Batswana and the extremely good
relationship Peace Corps and the country
have maintained.

In the beginning, as with most countries,
the first requests were for teachers. And al-
though the education sector has been and
continues to be dominant in Peace Corps/
Botswana's programming, present pro-
grams include agriculture, drought relief,
rural development and small enterprise
development. Peace Corps/Botswana's ori-
entation is consistent with Botswana's
National Development Plan of economic
independence, social justice, rapid eco-
nomic growth and progress through new
employment opportunities.
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Gene Bilodeau is a teacher of technical
studies at his site in Zwenshanbe. After
classes he is one of the leaders of a popular
karate club as shown here with one of its
members. Gene is from Weymouth, Mass.,
and graduated with a degree in English
from the University of Massachusetts, Am-
herst. He is also an experienced carpenter.
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Michele Young, an agricultural business major from California Polytech, San Luis Obispo,
is an agriculture teacher at Lotsane Senior Secondary School in Palapye. Here she enjoys
an afternoon of tea and opening Christmas presents with her Batswana “family.” Her
“mother” (far right), a Congregational minister, provided the Christmas message for the
special gathering. Michele is from San Jose and managed an orchard before joining Peace
Corps.

Martin Walsh (center) serves as the Brigade Manager for Kweng Rural Development
Association in Molepolole. This brigade trains young men and women, ages 15 to 22, in
woodworking to manufacture furniture and toys as an income producing project. Martin is
pictured assisting a student in putting a fine edge on a piece of lumber. A Denver resident,
Martin was a professional carpenter before his tour in Botswana.
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PCV Harry Mosley (right) is chief of the Mochudi Brigade. Here he inspects work in
progress at the Brigade welding shop with a trainee and Alfred Pheto, welding manager.
Mosley, from San Francisco, is a graduate of the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy. Prior to
his second career in Peace Corps he spent 36 years with the Pacific Telephone Company.

AN D |
Jan Taylor teaches English to Forms 1-3 at Palapye Junior Secondary School. Here, in an
after class session, Jan and students read, ““Shaka Zulu.” Jan is from Henderson, N.C. and
graduated from North Carolina Central University in English education. Jan taught

English in a private school before Peace Corps.
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Current Programs

In education, Botswana has initiated a
major overhaul and expansion of its educa-
tion system to meet its goals of universal
access to nine years of basic education and
trained manpower to all sections of the
economy. The Ministry of Education is re-
structuring the system by grade level, revis-
ing the curriculum, increasing its teacher
training capability and building more
schools, especially in the rural areas. To
accommodate the increased demand for
teachers created by this expansion, for the
short run, Peace Corps has increased its
number of education Volunteers commen-
surately . . . from 81 in 1985 to 194 in 1988.

Education Volunteers are assigned to four
areas; primary and secondary schools,
teacher training and the Brigades. The Bri-
gades, begun about 20 years ago as an edu-
cational/vocational program, are a well
established segment of the system. Brigades
act as both centers of training and learning
and as productive enterprises. As the stu-
dents' skills and knowledge increase so
does their productivity.

PCVs assigned to the secondary level ac-
count for 94% of all education Volunteers
and 80% of the Botswana contingent. They
teach a wide variety of subjects including
math, science, English, agriculture, inte-
grated science, technical studies, social
studies, home economics and art.

Because cattle raising is such a vital part
of Botswana's economy, it is only logical
that agriculture would be our second largest
program there with some 40 PCVs working
in that arena. Unlike the U.S. where much

g NI B Y
Carla Texel’s assignment is backyard gar-
dening. Here she shows a youngster how to
pick the vegetables in helping his mother
with the gardening. Yields from these gar-
den plots help feed the family and provide
a source of extra income. A native of Rapid
City, South Dakota, Carla is a graduate of
the Rapid City Regional School of Nursing
and was an intensive care specialist.
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of our beef is raised in feedlots, in Botswana
cattle graze and with grazing comes the at-
tendant problem of over-grazing. The ma-
jority of the agriculture Volunteers teach
in secondary schools with an emphasis on
conservation practices. And although the
rains seem to be returning, eight PCVs are
assigned to the drought relief program. Two
more act as agriculture research assistants.
Others are involved in legume
research, home gardens, horticulture mar-
keting and Brigade farm management.

Eleven Volunteers work in small business
development as industrial advisors, busi-
ness advisors, Brigade coordinators and
with the Botswana Enterprise Development
Unit.

Two PCVs are assigned to non-govern-
mental organizations whose targets are the
improvement of conditions which affect
women in development. And five Volun-
teers are individually placed on an “as
needed” basis with such groups as the Bot-
swana Red Cross.

Whether they live in the towns and vil-
lages or in the Kalahari, as busy as they are
with their regular work, most PCVs find
time for secondary projects—from home
gardening to chess clubs and from working
with women’s groups to coaching soccer
teams. The accompanying photos show
some of the Botswana Volunteers at work,
pursuing secondary projects, where they
live and the special relationships they have
with their ““families.”

(Special thanks to Country Director
Lloyd Pierson and staff, to 1983 PCV Karl
Luntta who wrote the original country
handbook and to CDA Chris Casey for pro-
viding information for this article.)

-
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Monika Melton is a home economics and
English teacher at the vocational school in
Mochudi. Here she teaches a student to
knit. A Volunteer since 1983, she spent
nearly four years in Serowe and one in her
present site. Monika is from Seattle and isa
graduate of the University of Washington.
Prior to Peace Corps she taught language
arts, home economics and needlecraft in
the Washington schools.

Peace Corps Times

Thomas White, a drought relief officer, discusses the progress of a housing project with a
construction worker. Tom supervises labor-intensive public work projects such as dams,
pre-schools, clinics and homes. The projects provide work for the unemployed and rental
income for the Village Development Committee projects. A business graduate from Indi-
ana University, Tom was in the wine business with Seagrams before his service in
Botswana. : :
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Bill Littell, an integrated science teacher at Palapye Junior Secondary School, learns to
play the game, “morabaraba,” with children from his family compound. The rondavel in
the background is a good example of a typical village home. A native of Kankakee, I11., Bill
graduated from Stanford with a degree in psychology. And here’s something that should
keep you awake—while at Stanford he also did research in polysomnography.
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It ain’t over til it's over

Optimism, determination and commit-
ment are words we hear quite often at Peace
Corps. In fact, it's difficult, if not impos-
sible, to complete a tour as a Volunteer with-
out an abundance of all three. To those in-
gredients add a large dose of humor and you
have what we at the Times think is Ecuador
PCV Chuck Crimmins.

We first met Chuck in the fall of 1984
when he was a medevac in Washington with
a back problem. (We're not revealing confi-
dential material here, Chuck wrote all about
this in an article in the Times.) So, here’s
Chuck in Washington while they run a rou-
tine series of tests and ooops . . . they find
he's full of hookworms. Then he takes his
medicine and finally the condition clears
up. Meanwhile, he is medically separated
from Peace Corps because of his back. Talk
about one downhearted guy ... that was
Chuck, not able to go back to his site in the
Philippines . . . yes, the Philippines, where
he was working as a forester. It was home to
Texas for him.

A few weeks later we get a call from
Chuck who is in a Dallas hospital with ma-
laria. You guessed it, he had quit taking his
malaria pills. By this time Chuck was a firm
believer in Peace Corps’ preventive medi-
cine. .. late, but better late than never.

Months later, we get another call. It's
Chuck again and this time he's working as a
recruiter in our Dallas office.

Months again, well probably a year, later
we get a note. “I'm finally back in Peace
Corps, this time in Ecuador.” (Chuck is
proof that optimism, determination and
commitment and, of course, patience do
pay off.) “And how do I enter the Photo
Contest?"'

Some time later, many slides arrive care-
fully wrapped in the little white squares of a
PCV’s most precious commodity. Accom-
panying the slides is a long letter catching
us up on all his news . .. that he's getting
married in the spring and has been on home
leave with his fiancee but didn't get a
chance to call (can’t imagine why) and that
the bride is also a Volunteer.

In his letter Chuck said he had taken over
1,000 slides in Ecuador. Thank heavens he
only sent us 25! For his prize...as you
might expect he requested more film but
also macaroni and cheese dinners. They're
on the way. Although Chuck has had more
than his share of problems, he was deter-
mined, and we’re sure that his second time
around with Peace Corps is sweeter than his
first. (He’s smiling in all his photos.)

We wish you and Lucrecia a happy wed-
ding day, Chuck, and we'd better receive
some photos of the occasion.

Crimmins in Ecuador
Chuck is a forester and is posted in the

mountain town of San Lorenzo, Es-
meraldas. He works with an indigenous
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Chuck (in hat) with the tribal Awa

Even in the jungle Chuck
company at home.
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working at the new tree nursery, an AID funded project.
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group, the Awa, in the rainforests of the
Andes. His work includes agro-forestry,
school construction, health, preservation of
the rainforest and the Awa culture.

A brief word about the Awa which are a
story unto themselves. Until the past dozen
or so years ago very little was known about
the Awa (Awa-Coaiquer Indians), mostly
because of geography. They live in settle-
ments on the isolated western slopes of the
Andes in the world’s wettest tropical rain-
forest. Because their region is so inaccess-
ible the Awa thus far have escaped develop-
ment efforts and miraculously have been
free from guerrilla groups and cocaine traf-
fickers which have plagued neighboring
groups across the Colombia border. But iso-
lation could not last forever and a few years
ago a project was proposed to build a road
through their territory. To prevent land
speculators and colonists from intruding on
the indians, the government set up a com-
mission to demarcate an Awa Reserve, to
insure their land rights and to help them
preserve their fragile culture.

“We've been able to set aside about
250,000 acres of pristine rainforest where
about 1,000 of the Awa live as a hunter/
gatherer society. We're introducing a little
bit of agriculture, but slowly so as not to
disrupt their way of life. The project, which
was started before I arrived by ex-PCV
James Levy (now a consultant for the gov-
ernment of Ecuador) is being modeled after
the Kuna Indian reservation in Panama,"”
Chuck said.

Dixie Dodd
Update on Chuck—After this story had
been set in type, we had a call from Chuck,
He and his bride, Lucrecia Chamberlain,
had just come back from their honeymoon
in the Galapagos Islands. The Galapagos, if
you don’t already know, are off the coast of
Ecuador and were the subject of a memora-
ble Cousteau series about the giant sea
turtles.

Easy Come . .. from page 14

Working Together: The Odd Couple or
the Two Stooges?

Nonie: When Steve and I worked in the
field together, I was in charge because I
knew the people and the situations. This
gave Steve time to observe, study the liter-
acy materials and ponder the problems he
would confront.

About halfway through the transition, we
realized our work was overlapping so we
compromised: I would spend the remaining
six weeks doing special projects which
would benefit him, and he would handle
the program's daily supervision. Finally,
we had found the ideal work formula.

Steve: Working together frustrated me the
most; [ have never considered myself a very
good follower. Throughout most of my ca-
reer, particularly as a newspaper reporter,

Peace Corps Times
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Commuting to work—in a dugout with the Awa up the Rio Palavi. (You're looking good,

I've enjoyed almost complete autonomy
and solitariness. As aresult, whenIcame to
Trujillo, I didn’t play apprentice very well.
Instead, I found myself slipping mostly into
passive roles: watching, listening and ask-
ing questions. When I did interact with
teachers, I usually fell flat on my face be-
cause I didn't know the facts or the history
behind certain problems and issues.
* * *

After three intense months, Nonie and
Steve's transition concluded successfully.
What began simply as a pen stroke in
Marco's office later developed into an expe-
rience far more complex and profound than
either Volunteer had anticipated; a series of
unexpected paradoxes that showed how re-
placing one Volunteer with another isn't
necessarily a routine matter.

In the future, COSing Volunteers will re-
quest replacements to continue their proj-
ects, and trainees will be called upon to step
into their footsteps. No doubt, replacing
outgoing Volunteers with new ones in cer-
tain cases is necessary . ..even desirable.
However, during the selection process, pro-
gram managers, Volunteers and trainees
should be careful not to overlook seemingly
ollJvious yet important questions. For exam-
ple:

® How much time will the two Volunteers
need to make a comfortable transition?
Three weeks to two months, if possible,
are ideal.

® How interested is the new Volunteer in
taking over another's project? One way to
find out is for program managers to inter-

view candidates during training and ask

them what they think of accepting such

an assignment.
® How compatible are the two Volunteers?

Only they can determine this through a

series of meetings in which all aspects of

the project can be openly discussed.

® How will the post affect the new Volun-
teer’s Peace Corps service? No one should
assume just any new Volunteer can step
harmoniously into the footsteps of an-
other.

The tendency for Peace Corps to keep
trainees in the dark concerning their site
assignments should yield to a policy of con-
sultation and openness. Heeding this ad-
vice could help Peace Corps/Honduras
maintain its record-low attrition.

Nonie Weber
Steve Moler

NEWSLETTER EDITORS

Country newsletter editors are again
reminded to send copies of your news-
letters DIRECTLY to the Times at Room
1100, 806 Connecticut NW, Washington,
D.C. 20526. i

We'd like to share your material with
other countries but can’t unless you send
your publication to us. We are currently
only receiving 5 or 6 on a regular basis.
Your Country Director will be happy to

““pouch” them to the Times office.
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Best Shot Photos

Once again, a plethora of pictures have
come in for the “Best Shot" feature. Katie
Smith/Cameroon, was definitely a trendset-
ter—several more bathing beauties have ar-
rived. The letters some of you have been
writing are great and really let us know
what'’s going on.

And the stamps—how we love them!
They have been an unexpected bonus for us
here at the TIMES. We're thinking of having
a grand prize at the end of the year for the
best picture published and it would be a
collage made from the stamps you have
sent. So keep them coming.

We must say you're getting rather inven-
tive with your choice of prizes and we're
trying to comply. However, to the homesick
Kentuckian (he must be, he requested bour-
bon) we're going to have to substitute.

One request and one suggestion. PLEASE
tell us who is in the photo and what is going
on. Sometimes still we have to guess. And,
we're noting that Volunteers are noticeably
absent in the photos. When you get back to
the States you'll wish you had been in more
of them yourselves. Hand the camera to
someone else or take a few time exposures
and get in the picture.

You Too, Can Be A Winner!

All Volunteers and staff are invited to par-
ticipate in the “Best Shot” Photo Contest
which is an ongoing feature in the Times.

The photos should reflect your Peace

“My Neighbar,” by Margaret Keenan in the
Philippines.
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Corps experience . . . your assignment, site,
the people you work and/or play with, your
home, your friends . . . nearly anything will
be acceptable. Black and white prints are
best for reproduction but the Times will
accept color slides and prints.

Be sure to write your name and address
on each photo or slide so we can return
them to you. If you're nearing close of ser-
vice you may want to have them sent home
instead of back to country. Also, the Times
must keep the photos until they are used so
it may be three or four months (what with
the mail and all) before your pictures are
returned.

Tell us about yourself . . . what you do,
where you're from in the USA, how long
you have been in country, what your job
is ... anything you'd like to see in print. If
someone else took the photo, let us know
who it was. If you took the photo please tell
us who or what the subject is. If it's another
PCV tell us something about him/her too.

The prizes go to the person who actually
sends the photo to the Times. However, you
may want the actual photographer to re-
ceive the certificate. Please give some
thought to the prize and the certificate be-
fore you mail the photo.

Prizes are negotiable, depending on the
winners' whims. Favorites will probably in-
clude M & Ms, film, stationery so you can
write home . .. tell us what you have in
mind. Prizes are being donated by the Peace
Corps Times Auxiliary.

Best Shot Winners

We knew sooner or later we would hear
from a second generation Volunteer and fi-
nally we have—Lesley Duncan. Lesley, a
beekeeping extension worker in Paraguay, is
the daughter of PCVs Scott and Judith Dun-
can, Thailand, 1963 to 1967. Lesley has sub-
mitted a photo of some of her committee
members at work in a cane field. About the
Snickers, Lesley ... if we can find some-
body on travel we’ll send them along. They
melt in the mail.

Margaret Keenan, who lives in the moun-
tains of Negros Orientals, the Philippines,
sent a wonderful photo of her neighbor, Bar-
bon Mallunes. Margaret is an agroforestry
Volunteer working with the Bureau of For-
est Development. They are promoting SALT
(sloping agricultural land technology) and
are creating a 12 hectare demonstration
farm in her remote area. She also teaches
health care, is helping to develop a library
and edits the Region 5 & 6 newsletter, “‘Car-
abao Chronicle.” From Martha'’s Vineyard,
she was with BBD & O Advertising before
she took the pledge.

David Groos in Guatemala told us noth-
ing but his name and address. Did your
letter not find its way into the envelope or
what?

Fran Smith, originally from Chicago and
now in the Dominican Republic, says she is
“happy to be a part of the Peace Corps fam-
ily.”” We're working on your stationery.

Ligs

“In the Cane Fields,” from second generation PCV Lesley Duncan, Paraguay.
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School Days

School Days

Interesting letter from Yuri Hannart in
Kenya who is a Vietnamese-born American
and a graduate of the University of Califor-
nia, Santa Cruz with degrees in economics
and computer science. Yuri says, “‘ThoughI
live not too far from the equator, I've never
been so cold in my life. I'm at over 8,000 feet
so you can see why.” The photo Yuri sub-
mitted of his students was taken by Jeffrey
Higa, a trainee visiting his site. Yuri says so
far it has been like our film says, “‘the tough-
est job you'll ever love.”

For his prize he requested a flea collar for
Rico, his African ridgeback. A call to our
canine expert confirmed that the ridgeback
is a dog, indeed—a very large one.

Cindy Kern, who submitted “Samoan
Smiles,” teaches accounting at an all girls’
Catholic school in Western Samoa.

Ben Jimenez in Sri Lanka writes that his
students were taking a respite after the rice
harvest and were doing flips and hand-
springs in the chaff and stopped just long
enough to have their photo taken. Ben is a
teacher at the Unuradhopura School for the
Blind and Deaf.

A graduate of Flagler College in Florida,
Ben has his degree in elementary and deaf
education. He's from Cleveland and says,
“No Browns jokes, please!” (All the jokes
these days are about the Baltimore Orioles
who have just taken the record for the long-
est opening season losing streak in baseball
history.) Ben, if we don’t hear from you
again you're getting stationery. We know
you need it.

(Continued on page 12)
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Samoan Smiles is what Cindy Kern calls
this photo. Cindy took this one at the girls’
school where she teaches.

Peace Corps Times

Sri Lankan students take time to build a pyramid and pose for their teacher-photographer,
Ben Jiminez.
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From Kenya—the boys at Miharati Secondary School. Submitted by Yuri Hannart, taken
by Jeffrey Higa.
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Bathing Beauties

Bathing Beauties .
Scientists in India have found a way to

“Yokwe.” Nancy Supanich sends greet- | extend to four years the useful life of
ings from Tobol in the Marshall Islands | roofs thatched with coconut leaves. Nor-
where she is a home gardener/health educa- mally they need replacement every year.
tor. Nancy says, “It's hard to take a bad pic- | The leaves are coated with a combina-
ture when you’re surrounded by palm trees, tion of fungicide and a water repellent
blue ocean, tropical sunsets AND beautiful | and can be further treated to make them
children.” In her case, we agree. fire-resistant. Unlike previous methods

“Boy Under Tap,” from Leon Poeske in | developed for such purposes, writes K.
Sierra Leone was taken when he was a | S. Jayaraman in (UN) Development Fo-
trainer for new teachers in Sango last July, rum, the new process is cheap, safe and
“This little child was a constant pleasure to non-leachable by rain. The coconut leaf

watch—always laughing, smiling or play- is a major roofing material in many tropi-
ing,” Leon writes. cal countries, including India, where
PCV nurse Maris Blinn is a health educa- | some 38 million houses and buildings

tor in Fiji. Her photo is what looks like a | are thatched. The process, developed by
happy ending to a sad event. The motheris | Dr. C. K. S. Pillai, a chemist at the Re-
debriding her baby’s burns Fijian style, ina | gional Research Laboratory in Kerala, is

tub of cool water, at the hospital. Maris con- | expected to create surpluses in coconut
cludes, “It's probably a lot less traumatic | leaves, which could be used to make new
than the way we do it in the U.S.” products, including brown paper and

Dixie Dodd | laminated table tops and door panels.
World Development Forum

Leon Poeske in sunny Shenge, Sierra Leone
has shed more light on the subject. He says,
“All kids love playing in water—sprinklers,
faucets, tubs & etc., as long as they DON'T
think of it as washing.”

b B, v L
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This photo needs no explanation so we won't even try. The photographer is Nancy From Fiji and PCV Maris Blinn, a mother
Supanich in the Marshall Islands. bathing her baby at the local hospital.
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At the Laundry

At the Laundry—The top photo titled,
“Mom, the laundry and my dolls,” was
taken by Fran Smith in the Dominican Re-
public. Fran has restored our faith—she
asked for stationery to write home on. Fran
is a health worker in Las Taranas.

The bottom picture is from PCV David

News Roundup

A gene bank has been created by the
International Institute of Tropical Ag-
riculture (IITA) in Nigeria “in the
hope of saving Africa’s genetic re-
sources of food-crop species,” which
are being abandoned by farmers who
prefer “imported” food and other food-
based industrial processes.” Asian rice,
for example, is now grown widely by
African farmers who have rejected their
own. Varieties of fruits, vegetables and
yams, that were once staple African
foods are also quickly disappearing. At
IITA's genetic resources unit, which
hosts “one of the most modern and larg-
est laboratories of its kind in the
tropics,” seeds can be stored and main-
tain their viability for more than a cen-
tury. In addition, reports Ceres, The In-
stitute’s extensive germplasm collection
has allowed researchers to create im-
proved high-yielding, disease-resistant
and early-maturing crops.

One of the greatest ecological tragedies
of this century—Man’s introduction of

the Nile perch to Lake Victoria in 1962 is
‘| now destroying Africa's largest lake
upon those resources 200 million people
in Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda rely, re-
ports the Los Angeles Times. The vora-
cious, carnivorous perch, which can
grow to 6/z feet and 400 pounds, is eat-
ing to extinction Lake Victoria's ‘re-
markable array of 400 freshwater spe-
cies. This “laboratory of evolution found
nowhere else in the world™ is becoming a
barren lake in which even the Nile perch
may not survive. In some northern areas
of the lake, the perch has nearly ex-
hausted its food supply of native fish and
crustaceans and is now eating its own
young. It is “probably the most stark ex-
ample of destruction of vertebrate spe-
cies anywhere in the world.” With few
surviving plant-eating fish, the algae are
proliferating—depleting the lake’s life-
giving oxygen. In addition, the Nile
perch “is eradicating a species of native
fish that destroys the snail that causes
schistosomiasis, a deadly liver disease.”
Eradicating the species is reportedly not
possible (at least for now) because of the
vast size of Lake Victoria, 26,828 square
miles.

World Development Forum

Peace Corps Times

Groos in Guatemala. Here is his dialogue sort of a drag.” Dona: “Are you kidding?
for the photo. David: “So you’ll be washing  This is my favorite day of the week, I get to
there in the river all day long. That must be  stand in the cool river all day long.”
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Easy Come, Easy Go?

Transition in Honduras

Late last March, Nonie Weber, a literacy
Volunteer in Trujillo, Honduras, began pon-
dering her upcoming COS. During the pre-
vious 11 months she had built, nearly from
scratch, an extensive adult literacy program
in the area; 67 circles in 21 sites. Walking
away from the program without attempting
its perpetuation seemed irresponsible. Cer-
tainly the program would crumble without
direct supervision.

Determined to find a solution, Nonie, a
linguistics graduate of the University of Cal-
ifornia at Santa Cruz, boarded a flight to
Tegucigalpa, the capital. Her mission: meet
with her program manager, Marco Fonseca,
and persuade him to send one of the new
literacy trainees to replace her.

Luckily, when Nonie walked into Marco’s
office, he was putting the finishing touches
on the list of the literacy trainees’ site as-
signments. With a stroke of Marco's pen, the
move was made: Trujillo would be Steve
Moler's home base and the Ministry of Edu-
cation his primary agency for the next two
years. .

When Nonie arrived in Trujillo in April,

1986, only a few literacy circles existed. She
set out to bring them all under her supervi-
sion. Classes whose area had grown too
large were transferred to her district. She
organized circles in areas where no literacy
classes had existed, and in conjunction
with the ministry, introduced a system of
paying non-salaried teachers with food
... corn, beans, powdered milk, cooking
oil and canned fish .. . instead of money.
Salaried teachers also received food. This
system enabled her to recruit and sustain
more teachers than before and the program
nearly tripled in size. Nonie was now train-
ing and supervising 67 instructors.

After meeting with Marco at the Peace
Corps office, Nonie wanted to see how the
Non-Formal Education sector was shaping
up. Many Peace Corps staff had high hopes
for this group since the last literacy group
had resulted in near disaster. A majority of
the 20 literacy volunteers from that group
had ET'd, switched sectors or worked on
other projects.

Months later, just prior to Nonie's COS,
she and Steve collected some of their
thoughts concerning their transition. They
selected three general themes based on
shared experiences, and without knowing
what the other was writing, put together the
following reflections:

Steve’s On-Site Visit:
A Three-Day Frenzy

Nonie: To tell the truth, I don’t remember
much about Steve's visit, except that he
grasped issues, ramifications and conse-
quences quickly. As always, having com-
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PCV Nonie Weber with two members of her adult literacy class. (Honduras photos

courtesy of Steve Moler.)

pany on class visits pleased me, and know-
ing the project would be left in good hands
helped write a story-book ending to my ser-
vice,

What impressed me most, though, was
how well Steve fit in at my house. I usually
enjoy my privacy and after a few days,
guests get old. But Steve slept on the couch

-without complaint and was the only visitor

who ever put the sofa cover back in place in
the morning.

Steve: I had hoped that my on-site visit
would turn into a little vacation from train-
ing. Instead, it wound up being a three-day
frenzy of zipping from one village to an-
other, visiting classes, talking to teachers
and solving problems.

I returned to the training center filled
with ambivalence. I counted my blessings
that I was going to Trujillo and walking into
an established project. But the program's
grandeur intimidated me. 1 delivered
Nonie's report that concluded the program
could double in size within a year. [ would
return there in a month and immediately
have to perform as an experienced volun-
teer, bypassing the usual settling-in period.

Settling In: Whose Project Is This?

Nonie: The fact that a new volunteer
would take over my project affected me in
two ways. I felt proud of the program, and
by having Steve replace me meant we had
been granted at least two more years and
perhaps time enough to persuade the Min-
istry of Education to send a permanent liter-
acy promoter by the time Steve's service
ends in May, 1989.

But knowing someone else would take
over my “baby” overwhelmed my ego.
There ain’t room in Dodge for both of us, I
thought.

Steve: At the beginning of my service,
some of my colleagues said I was blessed to
be handed this successful project. In some
respects, they were right. Advantages to fol-
lowing in another’s footsteps do exist.  have
structure and work . . . lots of work. And,
what Nonie taught me in three months
would have taken me a year or longer to sort
out on my own.

But every advantage, unfortunately, has a
disadvantage. For the rest of my service, this
project will always be Nonie’s. She built the
foundation, and now I feel like some main-
tenance man hired to fix the leaks and mop
up.

(Continued on page 9)
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Steve Moler makes a presentation to his lit-
eracy class.
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Peace Corps Partnerships

Overseas

Peace Corps Volunteers who are currently
considering undertaking a secondary proj-
ect which needs outside financial assis-
tance may be interested in the Peace Corps
Partnership Program as a resource.

For nearly 25 years the Partnership Pro-
gram has identified support for a variety
of projects coordinated by Volunteers.
Amongst funding sources, the Partnership
Program is unique because all funds are do-
nated by individuals and groups in the
United States. Potential donors select from
a list of projects and decide which one they
would most like to support. Once they
choose a project, these “U.S. Partners” of-
ten request a cross-cultural exchange with
their “‘Overseas Partners' and, through the
exchange, learn more about the world from
a one-on-one perspective. The cross-cul-
tural exchange is one of the best ways to
meet Peace Corps’ second and third goals:
To help promote a better understanding of
the American people on the part of people
served; and To promote a better under-
standing of other people on the part of the
American people. And it is an excellent ave-
nue for Volunteers to share the perspective
and knowledge they have gained with peo-
ple back home.

While each project is unique—tailored to
the host community’s needs—all projects
have some things in common. Every Part-
nership project is community initiated and
directed and is designed to meet a basic
need of the community. U.S. Partners may
provide up to 75% of the cost of the project,
however, at least 25% of the costs must be
met locally. This community contribution
can take the form of cash, raw materials, as
well as labor and transportation costs which
must be borne by the community.

Successful Partnership projects are those
which lead a community to greater self-suf-
ficiency. The kind of projects that have re-
ceived support in the past vary widely. Re-
cent projects have included a solar energy
system for a women's center in the Domini-
can Republic, the repair of a typhoon-dam-
aged school in the Philippines and the con-
struction of hives for a junior beekeepers
association in the Gambia.

The Times will continue to bring you
news about the Partnership Program. If you
would like more information on conducting
your own Peace Corps Partnership Project,
contact your in-country Peace Corps office
and ask for the '“Partnership Program Vol-
unteer Handbook™ or, write to: Peace Corps
Partnership, 806 Connecticut Avenue,
N.W., M-1107, Washington, D.C. 20526.

Martha Saldinger
At Home

While the Peace Corps Partnership Pro-
gram continues to offer a valuable service to

Peace Corps Times
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Partnership Day at Selden Middle School on Long Island—Students with Marshall Islands

Representative, The Honorable and Mrs. Wilfred Kendall (back row, center): Mrs. Linda
Restaino-Merola, RPCV (far right) and Mrs. Barbara Tangel, Student Government Advisor,

(second from right).

Peace Corps Volunteers and their host com-
munities by linking overseas needs with
U.S. resources, the benefits of involvement
in the program are not restricted to develop-
ing communities abroad. By working with
their Partners, U.S, schools, corporations
and individuals truly gain a much broader
perspective on the increasing interdepen-
dence of our world.

Since September of 1987, over 70
schools—almost double last year’s number
of participants—have pledged their support
to small-scale, community initiated devel-
opment projects in areas where Volunteers
live and work. Out of this increased partici-
pation, many innovative, exciting and edu-
cational activities have evolved.

For example, the students of Concow
School in Oroville, California began brain-
storming about how they might raise funds
to support their Partnership project for the
construction of a science laboratory in La
Arada, Honduras coordinated by PCV Mar-
cella Cate. They realized that they couldn't
do a magazine drive—that is what their mu-
sic department does. They couldn’t collect
aluminum cans—that is what the local fire
department does. They then thought about
how much food was being thrown away
from their cafeteria and decided to pur-
chase two piglets, raise them with the left-
over food and raffle them off at a dollar a
chance. The pigs, whose names are Ham
and Bacon, weigh almost 50 pounds each

now and already the community has been
lining up for raffle tickets.

Another fine example of schools mobiliz-
ing local resources in support of their Over-
seas Partners comes from Joe Sweeney's 6th
grade class at Intermediate School 145Q in
Queens, New York. Mr. Sweeney's class put
together a booklet of over 200 math prob-
lems, then the students got community
members to sponsor them at 2—-4¢ per cor-
rect answer. In this way, the students raised
$500.00 to help build a primary school in
Picada Boca, Paraguay where PCVs Steve
Shope and Andy Bain now work. Teacher
Sweeney says, ‘‘This has been a wonderful
opportunity to expand on what I like to call
the ‘basic human right to education.’ Also,
we have been trying to find a way to elimi-
nate ignorance, both here at school and in
our community, by increasing our knowl-
edge of another culture. Finally, even
though this is a math class, the students
have a much better idea of the geography of
Latin America—they know now that Para-
guay is not in Puerto Rico!”

Aside from the wonderfully enthusiastic
efforts of these Partner groups, Peace Corps
Partnership is also very pleased to an-
nounce two “firsts” for the program. This
year has brought us our first U.S. Partner
school group from Alaska as well as our first
project request from The Republic of the
Marshall Islands.

(Continued on page 16)
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